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DECEMBER SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES
december SUNDAY SERVICES

WRAP, PACK AND
STACK

DECEMBER 2
11:00am

English

Mr. Tony Williams
Junior Church
Communion

Christmas sales are a
wonderful opportunity to
add to our stock for our
overseas shoebox gifts.

Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes
Junior Church
Communion

These are the items we
look for:

DECEMBER 9
11:00am

2:30pm

English

Welsh Carol Service

DECEMBER 16
11:00am
5:00pm

English

Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes
Junior Church
Beers and Carols

DECEMBER 23
11:00am

Nativity Service

6:00pm

Carol Service
( coffee cart from 4:00pm onwards )

DECEMBER 25

9:30am

Christmas Day Service

DECEMBER 30
11:00am

English

Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes
Junior Church

Stationary:
Pencils
- greylead / coloured
Sharpeners, Pencil cases,
Biros, Erasers, Small rulers
Clothing: ( sizes 2-14)
t-shirts Shorts Skirts
Underwear
Toys:
Soft toys to cuddle, games,
tennis balls, yoyos,
matchbox cars, dolls
Personal Care:
Face washers, soap,
toothbrushes, combs,
small pkts tissues
Remember that all items
must be able to fit in a
shoebox. Thank you!

december birthdays

Best wishes and congratulations to :

2nd

20th

Mark Gardiner

23rd

Stephanie Arena

25th

Sally Owen

28th

Debbie Gardiner

29th

Santhoshi Pabinedi

31st

Eliana Min Fa

3rd
5th
16th

Sian Harrison
Will Owen
Matthew Warburton
Christine Boomsma
Loris Williams
Stephen Chainey
Monica Leicester

30th

JANUARY SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES
january SUNDAY SERVICES
JANUARY 6
11:00am
English

PRAYER LIST

Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes
Communion

JANUARY 13
11:00AM

English

Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes

JANUARY 20
11:00am

English

JANUARY 27
11:00am

Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes

Please include the
following in your prayers:
Alan Morris, Lyn Platt
and all the sick, sad,
lonely, hungry, cold, frail
and scared in our
community and beyond.

CHURCH PICNIC

Service by the Sea

january birthdays
Best wishes and
congratulations to :
1st

Gopal Pabinedi

Everyone is invited to our

3rd

Sam Gardiner

8th

David Evans

Annual Church Picnic
at

10th

Lyn Platt

11th

Penny Holding

Elwood Sailing Club
67A Ormond Esplanade, Elwood
on
Sunday, January 27th

Andrew Min Fa

13th

Joan Gibson

14th

Di Gardiner

15th

Jim Barr

21st

Lyn Rowlands



Parking costs are paid by the church.

23rd

Joshua Morgan



Hot and cold drinks are provided.

27th

Jane Barr



There are barbecue facilities available.

30th

Huw Jones



There will be a brief service at around

31st

Glenys Sheppee

from
10:00am onwards

11:00am
A fabulous day of fellowship and fun is assured

CHURCH notices
THANK YOU
As the Secretary of the Melbourne Welsh Church, I would like to, on behalf of our
Members and friends, sincerely thank Jim Barr for his unwavering commitment, vision,
energy and friendship over the 8 years of his time with us.
As with all positions of employment, there have been highs and lows, but never once
has Jim’s sincerity, knowledge and experience been questioned.
The Elders, Deacons, Members and congregants of the Melbourne Welsh Church wish
Jim, and Jane, all the very best for their future endeavours.

Diolch yr fawr,
Christine

PLEASE JOIN US FOR OUR cAROL SERVICES:
WELSH CAROL SERVICE:

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9th at 2:30pm

BEER AND CAROLS

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16th at 5:00pm

NATIVITY SERVICE:

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23rd at 11:00am

ENGLISH CAROL SERVICE:

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23rd at 6:00pm

The Ministers, Elders and
Deacons of the
Melbourne Welsh Church
would like to wish all its
members and friends
a joyous and blessed Christmas
and a wonderful New Year.
Nadolig Llawen a
Blwyddyn Newydd Dda

Our Christmas party lunch
Everyone is invited to join in our Christmas party lunch on December 23,
immediately following our 11:00am Nativity Service.
The lunch is being catered so that EVERYONE can relax and enjoy
themselves.

Santa’S viSit
It is hoped that Santa will once again visit the
Christmas Party on December 23 following the
Nativity Service, with gifts for all those
specifically invited. These children are
generally those who are regular attendees of
the Junior Church.
Tony Williams

If you would like to bring along a child under
the age of 16 and would like them to be part
of the fun, please contact either Bronwen
Holding on 9762 3830 or the Church office on
9329 5139.

Sion’S MESSaGE
Dear Friends,
Again the calendar has only one page left and we
stare, unbelieving, at the next few weeks leading
up to Christmas. Where has the year gone? We
are truly in Advent.
Advent is a time of preparation - traditionally preparing for the coming of Jesus; literally making ourselves ready for the birth of the Saviour. We read the story of Christmas, we pray that we will be prepared, we try to ensure that our lives are ready for when Christ
comes. We use Advent to prepare ourselves.
In modern times it means something totally different. Every little
door we open on the calendar is one day closer to Christmas Day.
Every little chocolate tree or star we eat means that we are one day
closer, we feel the pressure to get ready turned up one more notch.
It’s one day less to buy the presents, one day less to make sure that
everything is ready for THAT dinner, it’s one day less - and the panic
rises that little bit more. We use Advent to prepare ourselves.
In the Melbourne Welsh Church this Advent is different too. Sadly
Jim has moved on from the Church and Zak’s time as our intern is
coming to an end, so we have to get ready for the future. In true
Advent style we are preparing. The Elders are already preparing,
in fact we have started the process of looking for a new minister. We
are looking for someone who can continue to build and run our Family and Youth Ministry. We are looking here in Australia as well as
over in Wales. We are already preparing. We know this might not be
a quick process but we have already got the outline of the job description ready and have a committee in place to continue the
search. We are using Advent to prepare ourselves.
We will continue to keep you informed as the process evolves.
For now let me wish you all a Happy Christmas and God’s blessing
for 2019. I look
forward to seeing you at the services over the
Festive period.
Yours in his services,
Siôn.

pEtEr’S MESSaGE
Diversity, not uniformity is the mark of God’s
handiwork.
It is so in nature, it is equally so in Grace, and
nowhere more so than in the Christian community:
F.F. Bruce
This photo was taken in Eden, NSW
while on holidays. I took it because I like
taking photos, and because it reminded
me of Jim.
I wanted to acknowledge both he and
Jane. It has been a great privilege to
work with Jim as part of the ministry
team at the MWC.
The quote is from a commentary on the
book of Romans.
As I think about the ministry team and
the board of the MWC, I am reminded of
the diversity. Jim has a vast experience
and many stories, many we have heard repeatedly!! Jim has always been
an encouragement and in those times when we may have had different
thoughts, views or ideas, we have always been able to work as a team.
Jane, his life partner will have no doubt seen Jim through the ‘highs and
lows’ of ministry, and we are grateful to her for ‘lending’ James to us.
I reckon Jim feels the way about boats the same way I feel about
motorcycles!
So this photo is for you Jim. It is a reminder boats are safe in a harbor, but
that’s not where boats are meant to be. So where ever you set sail to, may
grace and peace be yours.
Thanks for the support and encouragement you have been; thanks for
being committed to the Gospel.
As we approach the Christmas Season, let us all remember, God sent Jesus
so we might live as the people of God, in community, with all its diversity,
tensions, struggles and joys.
Shalom.

Peter Whitefield

Fellowship group day
When:

Wednesday, December 12
from 10:00am to 4:00pm

Where:

Melbourne Welsh Church, 320 La Trobe St.

Who:

Everyone is warmly invited to attend

Theme:

Women of Christmas
Elizabeth, Mary and Anna

Guest speakers
For catering purposes, please contact the Church Office
( 9329 5139 ) if you intend to participate.

2019 St DaviD’S DaY GYManFa GanU
ST MICHAEL’S UNITING CHURCH
Cnr. Collins and Russell Sts,
SUNDAY, MARCH 3 at 3:00pm
FEATURING SPECIAL GUESTS FROM WALES:

Ms. Meinir Richards - guest conductor
Mr. Andrew P. Jenkins - 2018 National Eisteddfod of Wales
Blue Riband winner
And the combined voices of 5 local choirs

Junior church
SLEEP OVER
On the weekend of the 6th and 7th October, we had our
first sleepover at the Welsh Church in the city.
First we came with our sleep over gear including mattresses
and sleeping bags, pillows and teddies. Oh don't forget the
torches!
We started with some games like No, No, Yes which is very
similar to Duck, Duck, Goose. Jordy had
made this game up. We ate lollies and
chips and played more games like tunnel
ball and others.
Before dinner we watched a movie about
birds flying over the sea. Pigeons I think?
At dinner we had potato gems, French
fries, party pies and cold water. We also
had some veggies.
Then we began our movie called Narnia.
But we couldn't watch the finish because it
was time to go to bed. We all slept well, maybe not Zak.
In the morning we had a breakfast of pancakes with berries, maple syrup and cream.
Yum!
Thank you to Zak and Sandra for the sleep over and also Anna, Sam and Darren for
their help too.
We had a lot of fun.
~ Aisha 8
FAMILY SERVICE
On Sunday 21st October, the church’s youth and children members Eliana, Zack,
Dorothea, Kristina, Morgan, Andy, Luke, Carina and Vianna ran the service for the 2nd
time. The theme for the day was If We Could Trust God and The Bible.
It all began before the service when the youth and children stood at the church
entrance to welcome everyone as they turned up.
Just before the start of the service, the youth and children as well as Zak and Ana went
through the order of service with us. After a quick prayer, we went outside to conduct
the service.
We all played a part:
Vianna- welcome address
Kristina, Carina and Luke - readings
Zachary - prayer offering
Morgan & Kristina - collection of offering

Dorothea - opening prayer
Andrew - announcements
Vianna & Zak - close of service
Eliana - children’s address

Overall we all really enjoyed the opportunity to host our own service and would love to
do this more often.
Thank you to Zak, Ana and everyone who came to the service for helping us and
making this happen.
By Vianna

TOUR OF THE SHRINE OF REMEMBRANCE
On Saturday the 10th of November, Thomas, Dorothea and Vianna met at the Shrine Of
Remembrance for the youth and children’s catch up. It was the day before
Remembrance Day.
Since there was such a small turn up, our parents joined us in this event. Thanks to
Sion, we got a tour of the Shrine Of Remembrance. It was great fun and I personally
learnt loads. I’ve never knew this much about The Shine of Remembrance.
As we toured around the Shrine, our tour guide Trinity told us about why the Shrine
was built and explained to us about the boat, the stained glass window, a few WWI
photos and a wreath. We then went into a room called the crypt which was a room full
of flags that represented the army units. The flags inside the crypt will never be
touched again and will turn into dust in the crypt. When Trinity finished talking about
the crypt, we moved into another room
called the sanctuary where there was a hole
in the roof which will pierce right outside so
that on the 11 hour of the 11 day of the 11
mouth a beam of sun light will shine on a
stone in the centre of the room. The words
on the stone read Greater Love Hath No
Man.
I would like to thank Sion, our parents and
Trinity for making this possible.
Vianna

Church Intern, Zak Hanyn, has been working with Beti
Wyn James’ 3 churches in South Wales over recent
weeks and has been ‘a hit’ with the children and youth.
He is gaining much experience and making many new
friends. We expect him
home in 2 weeks.

Tony Williams

CAMBRIAN news
Medi Jones-Roberts, wife Janet,
together with Geraldine Affley, represented the Cambrian Society of Victoria at the
British and Commonwealth Societies annual reception for Society Presidents and
Secretaries.
One of the themes of the evening was to get all Societies motivated to become involved in BritFest 2019.

A big thank you to all who attended the Cambrian end-of–year lunch on November
29, and especially to those who arranged the food and trimmings.
As usual our gratitude goes to the Melbourne Welsh Church for allowing us to use
their wonderful facilities for our meetings.

travELLEr’S taLES
SALAMANCA

Church Organist, Wendy Couch, travelled to
Europe for 3½ weeks in September. First she
attended a reunion in Berlin with 18 former
university friends from different countries (China,
USA, France, Netherlands, Sweden, Norway,
Germany, Panama) who had lived together at the
International Centre in San Jose, California over
30 years ago. Her former roommate, Barbara, ran
in the Berlin Marathon and her friends gathered
there to cheer her on. This was a wonderful opportunity to catch up with many old
friends.
VALLADOLID

From there she
went to Prague and
spent several days
with her former
Japanese housemate, Satoko, who
now lives in London.

She then travelled
to Valladolid, Spain
(1 ½ hours north of
Madrid) where she
attended Spanish School for a week and stayed with a
local resident. During this time she also visited Segovia
and Salamanca and had many opportunities to practise
her Spanish. The weather was unexpectedly warm - 30
degrees nearly every day, and the whole trip was filled
with many wonderful experiences.

SEGOVIA

Tony Williams

NEWS FROM THE PEWS
'To have what you never had - you must do what you've never done.' Fred, an American, befriended on the tourist train out of Dunedin,
encountered during our recent visit to The Land of The Long White
Cloud.
Recent visitors to our wonderful Sanctuary have included Sydney and Jackie Green on a
return visit from The City of Churches, Adelaide, South Australia. The couple, who
recently celebrated their Golden Wedding Anniversary, were again escorted by their son
Tim. Also on a return visit were Pam and Neville Bowen from Berowra, Sydney, N.S.W. A
sad occasion this time though. The funeral of a 97 years old acquaintance.
'Don't squeeze me - until I'm yours ', fellow passenger in a lift aboard the cruise liner
Majestic Princess.
Jeff. Lewis and Jamie Webster from Portland, Oregon, USA, were welcomed at the Welsh
service on October 7 with their young children Ella 3 and Zora 7.
At the morning service the same day was Brigid Burke from suburban Prahran, a friend
of both our Church organist Wendy Couch and the Rev. Sion Gough Hughes. A group of
visitors from Troed Rhiwgwair, Tredeager, South Wales, were in - Clive and Raye
Davies, Elizabeth Powell and Gerald Thomas.
Interesting place name that one. Translated it means - foot of the hill of straw !! .
Chef Xiad Piang and family from Shanghai, China, were enjoying their time in Melbourne,
including our company. They were in town with son Fan who is studying Marketing at
Newcastle University.
A contestant on The Chase Australia - ' Ever since I took up gambling - it's put me back
on my feet.. I used to drive a car!'
Marilyn Morris from Nelson and friend Christine Lloyd, Christchurch, both New Zealand,
were in on September 30, as was June Button from Koroit, western Victoria and Bev. and
Brian Thompson on a return visit from suburban Rosanna. At the Welsh service the same
afternoon were Kathleen and Maldwyn Morris - in town on their seventh visit from Cymru
fach. Maldwyn, now retired, was a technician with British Airways. Visits to Philip Island,
Mildura and Broken Hill were made with Anne and Elfyn Morris.
Tony Williams

When is a contract not a contract ??. Why - when it applies to some Australian Rules
footballers of course. They sign lengthy, exorbitant financial contracts, and walk out on
the deal when it suits them - long before the contracted date.

Len. Fowell from Newton Abbott, England ,was in on both October 28 and November 4.
Len. was on his way to New Zealand where he was to be joined by his wife. Yue Zhang

visited our lovely sanctuary. She is working in our great City. Friends Bethan Williams
from The Wirral, Cheshire, England and Susan Williams from the Rhondda, South Wales,
were also in on November 4.
Martin Lloyd-Jones from suburban Canterbury was at our Remembrance morning service
on November 11. The Normandy Veterans Association once again paraded their banner
with Rob. West, it's bearer. In the party were Frank. McKeown, Tia O'Shea and Christine
West. At the Welsh service the same afternoon were Olwen and Daniel Jones. Olwen is a
cousin of our own Myfi Rees who recently returned from yet another visit to Cymru fach
and also Ireland.

'Behave you're self' was a parting 'shot' to our May Anderson after the Remembrance
service .'That's what's wrong', was the quick witted reply. 'I am !!.'
A large number of visitors were at the morning service on November 18. More details of
the reasons why should appear elsewhere in this issue. But I managed to catch up with
Linda Venn from Mandurah, Western Australia, who was in town with a friend for a brief
visit.
As this is the final issue of The Dawn (Y Wawr) for 2018 I take this opportunity to thank
my wife Janet, Church Administrative Officer Fred Boomsma and any other person who
has contributed knowingly or unwittingly to this column during the past year.

Nadolig Llawen a Blwyddyb Newydd Dda I Chwi Oll.
Your Intrepid Reporter - Medi Jones-Roberts (Ph. 9758- 0014)

Renewal of marriage vows
Those present at the 11:00am
service on Nov. 18 were honoured
to witness our very own Maureen
and Willie Ow renew their wedding
vows.
Although married for 51 years,
Maureen and Willie had never had a
Church wedding.
Their children and their families
were all present at this very happy
occasion. Congratulations!!!

Tony

Our new zealand trip - highlights
AUCKLAND

BAY OF ISLANDS

HOLE IN THE ROCK / DOLPHIN CRUISE

The 23 travellers to New Zealand had a
simply marvellous time enjoying the incredible
beauty of the North Island.
The 11 day trip culminated in our attendance
(and participation) at the Welsh weekend of
celebrations in New Plymouth, including a
Noson Lawen and Gymanfa Ganu, .
“Where are we going next time?”, was heard
several times. Thinking caps on!

OUR CHURCH SIGN RECENTLY

CHRISTENING
Henry Robert Stainsby was Christened during the
11:00am service on Nov. 18. Henry is the son of
Penny and Glenn, and grandson of Bronwen and
Christopher Holding. Penny’s sister, Rachel, and
Glenn’s brother, Brendan, become Henry’s godparents. Rev. Sion officiated and Henry behaved
impeccably.
The family invited
everyone to partake
of a delightful lunch
Following the service.
Congratulations Henry!

CHriStinE’S
CULINARY CORNER

Hi there,
A big thank you goes to our Maureen Ow who has passed on her
recipe for a healthy snack bar.
Healthy Muesli Bars
Prepare a 36cm by 26cm tray line with baking paper.
Preheat oven to 180°c
Ingredients:
almonds
chia seeds
coconut
pinch of salt

pepitas
cranberries
gluten free corn flakes
2 tbsp of honey

sunflower seeds
raisins
2 tbsp coconut oil

(all dry ingredients add up to 600gms…..you decide the ratio depending on your likes)
Place all ingredients into a large mixing bowl.
Mix till well combined and press firmly and thinly into the prepare tray.
Bake for 25-30mins.
Remove from oven and set aside to cool in the tray.
Cut or break into desire size and ENJOY.
Nadolig Llawen a Blwyddyb Newydd Dda I Chwi Oll

-

Christine

SUNDAY SCHOOL HALL

Bupa Caulfield services

We encourage everyone with any
mobility issues to please use the
main double doors when entering
and leaving the Sunday School
Hall. This is the safest option.
A handle has been added to the
single side door where there is a
step down to the corridor.
Please keep safe everyone!

Mr Tony Williams leads services twice a
month at Bupa Caulfield Aged-Care Facility in
North Rd.


First Monday of the month at 11:00am



Third Monday in the month at 2:00pm

Please speak with Tony if you wish to come
along to sing or help out in any way.
Tony’s phone number is 0412 671 897.

BEER AND CAROLS
This annual event is only weeks away.

December 16 at 5:00pm
New venue this year:
God’s Squad cmc Club House
at the rear of
St Martins Community Church
Cnr. Otter and Wellington St, Collingwood.
This is a community carol singing event.
We will have some beer, wine, soft drinks
and pizza available.
We look forward to seeing you there.

‘LEXopHiLE’ is a word used to describe those that have a love for words, such as

"you can tune a piano, but you can't tuna fish", or "to write with a broken pencil is pointless." A competition to see who can come up with the best lexophiles is held every year in
an undisclosed location.
*

*

*
*
*

*

When fish are in schools, they sometimes take debate.
*
A thief who stole a calendar got twelve months.
When the smog lifts in Los Angeles U.C.L.A.
*
The batteries were given out free of charge.
*
A dentist and a manicurist married. They fought tooth and nail.
*
A will is a dead giveaway.
With her marriage, she got a new name and a dress.
*
A boiled egg is hard to beat.
*
When you've seen one shopping centre you've seen a mall.
Police were summoned to a daycare centre where a 3 year-old was resisting a rest.
*
A bicycle can't stand alone; it's just two tired.
Did you hear about the fellow whose entire left side was cut off? He's all right now.
*
When a clock is hungry it goes back four seconds.
*
The guy who fell onto an upholstery machine is now fully recovered.
*
He had a photographic memory which was never developed.
When she saw her first strands of grey hair she thought she'd dye.
*
Acupuncture is a jab well done. That's the point of it.
*
Those who get too big for their pants will be totally exposed at the end.

The Melbourne Welsh Church
In the beginning
1852-1914
$35 Contact the Church
Office on 9329 5139

Have a laugh!

1. What happens to elves when they behave naughty?

Santa gives them the sack.

Wrap.
3. What is a snowmans favourite breakfast?
Ice Crispies.
4. Why didn't the skeleton go to the Christmas party?
He had no-body to go with.
5. Who hides in the bakery at Christmas?
A Mince Spy!
6. What says 'Oh Oh Oh'?
Santa walking backwards!
7. What do you call a greedy elf?
Elfish.
8. What do zombies eat with their Christmas dinner?
Grave-y.
9. Who delivers presents to baby sharks at Christmas?
Santa Jaws!
10.What did one snowman say to the other snowman?
Can you smell carrot?
2. What kind of music do elves listen to?

“At Christmas, tea is compulsory. Relatives are optional.” – Robert Godden
“Once again, we come to the Holiday Season, a deeply religious time that each of us
observes, in his own way, by going to the shops of his choice.” – Dave Barry
“Christmas is the season when you buy this year’s gifts with next year’s money.”
– Author Unknown
“One of the most glorious messes in the world is the mess created in the living room
on Christmas day. Don’t clean it up too quickly.” – Andy Rooney

Puzzle page

CHRISTMAS WORD
SCRAMBLE
Unscramble the Christmas themed
words and join them to the pictures.
The first is done……..

WHITE CHRISTMAS
WORD SEARCH

I’m dreaming of a white Christmas; just like
the ones I used to know. Where the treetops
glisten and children listen, to hear sleigh bells
in the snow.
I’m dreaming of a white Christmas; with every
Christmas card I write.
May your days be merry and bright, and may all
your Christmases be white.

CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION
Ministry team
Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes

0405 146 544

Presence Ministry
- Mr. Peter Whitefield

0402 030 360

Board of elders
Church Secretary
Mrs. Christine Boomsma

9758 6997

Treasurer
Mr. Wayne Gardiner

9558 2149

Assistant Treasurer
Mr. Darren Gardiner

041 297 0509

Elders:

Deacons:

Mr. John Doré
9457 2567

Mr. Geraint
Griffiths
9877 7282

Mrs. Bronwen Holding
9762 3830
Mr. David Rees
9416 1484

Mr. Michael
Min Fa
0411 027 478

Administrative Assistant
8:45am to 2:45pm

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday
9329 5139

Church caretaker / hall hire
9329 6961
9813 2675

Intern
Mr. Zak Hanyn

Twitter:
http:/twitter.com/
melbwelshchurch\
‘Melbourne Welsh Church’ on
Facebook search bar.

Blog:
On website

DIVINE WORSHIP
11:00am

Second and last Sunday of each
month at 2:30pm.

First Sunday of each month and as
advertised.

JUNIOR CHURCH

Every Sunday during the morning
Service. ( Not January )

GYMANFA GANU
March and August

Church Organist
Ms. Wendy Couch

Website:
melbournewelshchurch.com.au

HOLY COMMUNION

The Welsh Church office hours are:

Ms. Lyn Rowlands

Email:
melbwelshchurch@
bigpond.com

WELSH SERVICES

CHURCH office

Mr. Fred Boomsma

Social media

0433 717 590

FELLOWSHIP GROUP

Second and fourth Wednesday
of the month at 10:30am.

