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Entry into Junior Church is pretty tough !

Rev. Siôn
displaying
his unique
fashion
style.

Mai 2018
May 2018

CHURCH SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES
SUNDAY SERVICES
MAY 6
11:00am

English

Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes
Communion
Junior Church

MAY 13

Mother’s Day

11:00am

English

MAY 20

Pentecost

11:00am

English

Rev. Jim Barr
Junior Church

Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes
Junior Church

MAY 27
11:00am

English

Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes
Junior Church

2:30pm

Welsh

Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes

Fellowship
group
9th & 23rd

320 La Trobe St.
10:30am

Prayer list

Please remember the
following in your prayers:
Mac Harris and family
Peter Rowland and family
Siôn Gough Hughes and

family
Beryl Burrup

Bronwen Holding is wanting to set up a permanent
display of Queen Victoria Hospital Ladies Auxiliary Service
Badges. The Melbourne Welsh Church has had a long
and strong association with the Queen Vic. Hospital and
had a Ladies Auxiliary for many years that worked for the
hospital on a voluntary basis.
If you have one that would like to donate, please contact
Bronwen on 9762 3830.
Many thanks in anticipation.

Remember all the sick,
sad, scared, hungry and
lonely in our community
and beyond.

POSSUMS IN THE ROOF
At the Ecumenical meeting, the Baptist pastor reported problems with possums in his
church roof. Several ministers offered to help get rid of them.
The Pentecostal choir and band arrived, hoping the music would frighten the possums
away. But they just swayed to the music.
The Catholic priest brought his Georgian group, certain the chanting would do the trick.
Instead the possums were enchanted.
Finally the Anglican vicar made the creatures move on. Amazed, the Baptist pastor
asked, “How on earth did you do it?”
“I treated them like prospective members of the congregation”, the vicar said. “I
Christened them, Confirmed them - and we’ve not seen them since.”

CHURCH SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES
MAY birthdays

MAY anniversaries

Best wishes and
congratulations to :
1st

Enid Hughes

7th

May Anderson

12th

Mavis Salisbury

12th

Audrey Lam

16th

Carol Richards-Miller

17th

Zak Hanyn

97 !

Dorothea Lam
20th

Valmai Hughes

21st

Tony Williams

26th

Mac Harris

30th

Wilma Lomax

31st

Krystina Chainey

Congratulations to all those couples
celebrating an anniversary
in May.
If you would like a special occasion
mentioned in The Dawn, please contact
either Olwyn Doré on 9457 2567 or the
church office on 9329 5139

MORNING TEA
Morning tea is offered each
Sunday following the
11:00am service.
Assistance is always sought
to prepare, serve and clean
up.

WRAP, PACK AND STACK
Our 2018 effort is well and truly in full
swing. As usual, we are reliant upon the
generosity of our Church people to
provide the necessary goodies. We
currently require the following items:
Girls underwear - sizes 5-9
Boys shorts - all sizes
soap

pencil sharpeners

coloured pencils
elastic bands

erasers
grey lead pencils

Our next working bee will be on May 15th
in the Church Sunday School Hall from
10:00am onwards. Morning tea is provided, BYO lunch.
If you can spare a few hours, your
assistance would be very much
appreciated.

AustrAliA’s biggest
morning tea
Join us at the
Melbourne Welsh Church
following the 11:00am service on
MAY 28th
All funds raised go the
Cancer Council
Victoria
for research
programs.

jim’s messAge
Around the Melbourne Welsh Church the city is changing rapidly.
Buildings on the western side of the church have been
demolished to prepare the way for a development of two towers,
each of 79 stories which will sit atop a five floor podium
development covering approximately half a city block. The
podium building alone will be approximately twice as high as the current church
building - with another 79 stories of apartments sitting above it! The building will house
between three and five thousand people. Several buildings of 60-70 stories are under
construction in Elizabeth St and in the next block of La Trobe St. Another twin tower
development is happening in front of the church between Lt Lonsdale and Lonsdale
Streets.
The 2016 Census shows that just under 38,000 people are already living in Postcode
3000 (the Melbourne CBD). There are nearly 6,000 families. 68% of the people living in
central Melbourne are between 20 and 35 years of age, compared with 21% for
Australia as a whole. There is a statistic for ‘Ancestry’ in the census which shows
something of the diversity of our community: 38.4% of our community have Chinese
ancestry, 7.7% English, 5.7% Indian and only 4.7% stating ‘Australian’. Only 14.5% of
city residents were born in Australia.
We have a come long way from the days when the youth of the church played cricket
in the middle of La Trobe St on Sunday afternoon! The church was established to serve
the Welsh immigrant community of the metropolitan area who commuted from their
various suburbs for worship and celebration of the Welsh heritage in their meals,
Sunday School and cultural events. Commuting is becoming more and more of a
challenge as road patterns and parking resources change and the general busyness of
the city makes life fairly hectic. At the same time as commuting becomes more difficult
a new community is springing up around us - also an immigrant community but from a
very different cultural and spiritual background. I estimate that by 2020 we will have
20,000 people living with a block and half of the church.
A new initiative at the Melbourne Church has been the revisiting of an old Welsh
Methodist tradition of the seiat, defined by the Dictionary of the Welsh Language as:

religious meeting amongst early Methodists characterized by sharing religious
experience, counselling, prayer, hymn-singing, &c., …; honest or detailed conversation
or discussion.
The objective of our seiat is especially the last part of the definition. At our first seiat
held in April one of the questions raised by the people present was what is the
congregation’s view of the mission of the church: why are we coming to the city? What
is our mission as a community of God’s people? As the city continues to evolve rapidly,
as access is transformed by changes to transport (including autonomous cars) and
Melbourne becomes Australia’s largest city these questions will be important for the
members and the leaders of the church to engage.
Grace and peace,
Jim

peter’s messAge
A BIGGER TABLE.......building walls or fences,
be it literal or metaphorical, has been part of
the political landscape in the West in recent
days. Sadly ‘The Church’ has made this part
of its rhetoric over many years. ‘Who is in and who is out’ is
not determined by us.

In his book, A Bigger Table, John Pavlovitz, says “That’s what
uniformity usually breeds: an inherited affinity for the familiar
and fear of what isn’t. When the table you’re used to sitting at
is small, so too is your understanding of those seated elsewhere”.
What does your table, my table and our table look like? Is it a
small table, is it an extendable table, is it an exclusive table? or is it a welcoming,
inclusive table? The ‘danger’ of sitting at a table and breaking bread together with the
broken and wounded is that we find ourselves there too.
Sitting in on an interview with Hugh Mackay (social researcher) and Nigella Lawson
recently, the concept of table as a place where all belong was discussed. Recent
research on the art of belonging by Hugh, suggests life lived in isolation or in the pursuit
of personal happiness is not living at all.
Maybe it’s time we built some bigger tables, after all it is NOT us who decides who is in
and who is not, we are only called to be welcoming and inclusive.

VALE
NOLA HARRIS
29/12/1929—30/3/2018

The Melbourne Welsh Church community
were deeply saddened at the recent passing
of our own cheeky, ever happy Nola. Nola
and husband Mac have been members of
the church for 50 years, and Nola’s bubbly
personality ensured her popularity with all.
Her wonderful dress sense, her love of glitzy
jewellery and the making and sharing of
chocolates will be very fondly remembered,
as will her wonderful smile, her sense of
humour and the mischievous twinkle in her
eyes.
A very well attended Memorial service was
held at the Melbourne Welsh Church on
Sunday, April 8

Our heartfelt condolences are extended to
Mac and the entire Harris family, including Loris Williams, Nola’s big sister, who is also
a member of our congregation.
Forever in our hearts and memories
The Harris family were dealt another tragic blow with the death of Nola and Mac’s
daughter, Susan, on April 9.
Our hearts go out to Mac, Peter Rowland (husband) and Stephen (brother) and the
entire extended family at this extremely sad time.

THE CHURCH SIGN RECENTLY

Christine’s CulinAry Corner
Hi there,
This month I have a quick yet tasty dish ideal for a Sunday night in
front of the tellie. Thanks to Beryl Smith.
BEEF MACARONI CASSEROLE
Ingredients
1
1
2
1
1







tbsp oil
1 lb minced steak
onion - chopped
2 cups macaroni
tbsp tomato paste
1/4 cup green pepper - chopped
tbsp curry powder
rashers bacon - chopped
chicken stock cube dissolved in 1 cup of water
Cook macaroni by instructions on packet
Fry onion and green pepper in oil and set aside
Add minced meat , chopped bacon and curry powder to the fry pan and cook
until meat is brown
Return vegetables to the pan
Add tomato paste, chicken cube in water and cooked macaroni
Place in a casserole dish and cook in a 350º oven for ½ hour
Hwyl fawr,
Christine

Dr. Billy Graham stepped to the rostrum, looked at the crowd, and said, "I'm reminded
today of Albert Einstein, the great physicist who this month has been honoured by Time
Magazine as the 'Man of the Century.'
Einstein was once traveling from Princeton on a train when the conductor came down
the aisle, punching the tickets of every passenger. When he came to Einstein, Einstein
reached in his vest pocket. He couldn't find his ticket, so he reached in his trouser pockets. It wasn't there, so he looked in his briefcase but couldn't find it. Then he looked in
the seat beside him. He still couldn't find it. The conductor said, 'Dr. Einstein, I know
who you are. We all know who you are. I'm sure you bought a ticket. Don't worry about
it.' Einstein nodded appreciatively. The conductor continued down the aisle punching
tickets. As he was ready to move to the next car, he turned around and saw the great
physicist down on his hands and knees looking under his seat for his ticket. The
conductor rushed back and said, 'Dr. Einstein, Dr. Einstein, don't worry, I know who you
are. No problem. You don't need a ticket. I'm sure you bought one.' Einstein looked at
him and said, 'Young man, I too, know who I am. What I don't know is where I'm
going.'"
Having said that, Billy Graham continued, "See the suit I'm wearing? It's a brand new
suit. My children, and my grandchildren are telling me I've gotten a little slovenly in my
old age. I used to be a bit more fastidious. So I went out and bought a new suit for
this luncheon and one more occasion. You know what that occasion is? This is the suit
in which I'll be buried. But when you hear I'm dead, I don't want you to immediately
remember the suit I'm wearing.
I want you to remember this: 'I not only know who I am, I also know where I'm going.'"

The church recently
INTERN INDUCTION SERVICE

Mrs. Ana Valleau-Gardiner as leader of
the Intern Committee, spoke of her
own experiences as an intern in a
southern Baptist church in the bible
belt of the United States of America.
She used biblical examples from
Timothy about being bold and
strong. Everyone agreed that she
gave a most wonderful address as
part of the service.
Zak and Siobahn were supported by
their families - Zak’s mother Ruth,
and grandmother Trish. Siobahn had
her parents Alan and Rhiannon, sister
Siân, grandmother, uncle and
cousins
The interns chose the hymns for the
service and Rev Barr asked
questions of the both the interns and
the congregation
Both Zak and Siobahn spoke of their
Internship program, of the courses
they are undertaking and what they
hope to achieve.
The Interns provided soup, crusty
bread and sweets for all who
attended, which was much
appreciated

Medi enjoying a pancake
lunch following a service at
BUPA Aged Care Caulfield.
Newly inducted Pastor
Tony Williams of the Welsh
Church regularly conducts
services for the residents,
supported by members of
our congregation,
including Medi.

MELBOURNE IN 1853
THE YEAR OUR CHURCH WAS FOUNDED
A newsboy in Collins St.
looking west from
Swanston St., 1853.
(Royal Historical
Society
of Victoria Collection)

Elizabeth St.

Bourke St.

Melbourne
Post
Office

NEWS FROM THE PEWS
I'll start this missive by congratulating Church Elder John Doré and wife
Olwyn on the celebration of their Golden Wedding Anniversary on April
20. Olwyn has, amongst her other responsibilities, the diarising of
monthly birthday and wedding anniversaries which appear in our
Church notices and also this publication. If you want to be recognised,
contact the lady! .
The couple celebrated the occasion with time with friends and also a
week out in the Pacific Ocean on Norfolk Island. While on the island they attended an Anglican
Church service, amongst other diversions too lengthy to list.
Our long time and faithful organist Wendy Couch was welcomed back ’in harness', on Sunday,
April 22. The lady recently underwent surgery which necessitated a lengthy recuperation. A
roster of three organists played our magnificent organ during Wendy's enforced absence. Our
thanks go to Chris. McElhinney; Henry Wu, (Easter Sunday); and our regular relief organist
John Weymouth, ably assisted by young son Gerard.
Back with us after several weeks visiting her 'roots' in India is Jasmine Prasharnth. Betty Wyn
and Rhiannon Owen and Myfi Rees from the Geelong area were at the Welsh service on April
15. The former duo will be ( or have ) celebrated their (censored) birthdays on May 1.
Recent visitors to our Church have included Dilyth Evans and Hugh Jenkins, Bristol, England;
Kath. and Autley Newton, Hammond, Los Angeles, USA ; Lesley and Handel Newton, Llandeilo,
Cymru; Lynnette Meary, Aberystwyth, also Wales; Alison and Craig Roberts, Wellington, New
Zealand; Elmo Jones, Coburg, right here in the worlds most liveable City.
Church Caretaker Lyn. Rowlands should also have returned from a break of several weeks with
family on Queensland's Gold Coast.
Our Church family was recently saddened by the death of stalwart Nola Harris, aged 90. A
Service of Thanksgiving in her honour was held in our sanctuary on Sunday afternoon April 8.
Our condolences go out to her
devoted husband Mac. on this very sad occasion.
Highlight of the morning service on the same day was the involvement of Zak Hanyan and
Siobhan McKenzie who were inducted as Interns of the Congregation the following Sunday
morning. Following that service the duo invited the Congregation to a soup, loaf and sweets
repast in the Church premises at neighbouring 312 Latrobe Street. Very nice it was too !!.
Tony Williams again took the monthly Communion Service ( on April 9 )
at the Bupa Aged Care facility on North Road, Caulfield. Our Grwp Canu
led the singing, this time without leader and pianist Geraldine Affley
who at the time, was still overseas. By the time you read this the lady
will have returned in time to gain her OBE with family and friends, her
birthday being on Anzac Day, April 25.
Tony missed our morning service on April 15 as he was closer to home
at Frankston participating in the baptism of his great niece Georgina
Grace.
I close on a sad note. Our much revered minister Rev. Siôn Gough
Tony Williams
Hughes flew out for Wales on April 22 to officiate at the funeral of his
Uncle Bert. We extend our condolences to Siôn on this sad occasion. What a tiny celestial ball
we are privileged to inhabit. Siôn left on the Sunday and was due to return on Friday, April 27
in time for our Church Anzac Commemoration.
Your Intrepid Reporter, Medi Jones- Roberts. 9758 - 0014.

Holiday hotspots the sunshine coast

A number from our congregation have a
favourite holiday destination spot that they revisit
year after year.

Bronwen and Christopher Holding spend 2 months each year in Maroochydore on the
Sunshine Coast, Queensland. They are proudly ‘grey nomads’ and trek up each June/July/
August in their caravan.
Stretching from the coastal city of Caloundra, near Brisbane, to the Great Sandy National
Park in the north, the Sunshine Coast is home to pretty villages, renowned surf spots and
spectacular rural hinterland. Surrounded by beach, Noosa is a holiday hotspot near the
centre of the Sunshine Coast. Surfers and golfers love the holiday town of Coolum while
lush Eumundi in the Noosa
hinterland satisfies market
shoppers and art lovers with its
famous Eumundi Markets.
Maroochydore is the cultural
capital of the region, but is
pleasingly far from being a
bustling city.
James Cook on the deck of HM
Bark Endeavour in 1770 became
the first known white person to
sight the Glass House Mountains, located south-west of Caloundra.
In the 1820s, the Sunshine Coast saw its first white inhabitants: three castaways
(Finnegan, Pamphlet and Parsons) who shared the life of the local (Kabi Kabi) Aborigines
for eight months. Thereafter, during the 1830s to 1840s, the district became home to
numerous runaway convicts from the Moreton Bay (Brisbane) penal colony slightly to the
south. Many of the Sunshine Coast's towns began as simple ports or jetties for the timber
industry during the 1860s and 1870s, as the area once had magnificent stands of forest.
By the 1890s diverse small-farming (fruit and dairy) had replaced the cattle-and-timber
economy of earlier decades. Sugar cane and pineapples proved especially important
produce for the district. Many small hamlets and towns emerged. After the 1980s, the
Sunshine Coast experienced rapid population growth. As of 2016 it had become one of the
fastest-growing regions in Australia. As the region becomes increasingly residential, most
of the district's distinctive small farms – especially tropical-fruit and sugar-cane farms have
disappeared.
The Sunshine Coast is a centre for tourism, attracting more than 3.2 million visitors a year.
There are significant attractions, such as Steve Irwin's Australia Zoo, UnderWater
Worldmarine park, Aussie World with the Ettamogah Pub, the Buderim Ginger Factory,
the Big Pineapple, the Eumundi Markets and the Majestic Theatre at Pomona.
Sunshine Coast has a humid subtropical climate typical of South Queensland. Summers
are generally hot, but moderated compared to areas on similar latitudes elsewhere.
Winters retain warm days, but have cooler nights rendering it falling into the subtropical
fold. There is no dry season and precipitation is generally quite high.
The Sunshine Coast is home to more individual national parks than any other region in
Queensland. The natural biodiversity of the area has been protected by five separate
parks in both coastal and inland regions, including , Kondalilla National Park, The Glass
House Mountains National Park, Noosa National Park, and the Great Sandy National Park,
which includes sections on Fraser Island and in Cooloola near Rainbow Beach.

THE SECRET OWL GARDEN - PICTON CASTLE
Open all year round and awarded the Trip Advisor Certificate of Excellence for four years
running, Picton Castle & Gardens is situated within the stunning Pembrokeshire Coast
National Park. An RHS Partner Garden, it comprises 40 acres of some of the most
beautiful woodland gardens and grounds in West Wales. Stroll beneath some of the
largest and oldest trees in West Wales and discover woodland walks with their
abundance of wild flowers blended with unusual woodland shrubs from all over the
world, our Walled Garden and Fernery, The Secret Owl Garden,
Jungle Garden, a Maze and an Adventure Playground.
The Secret Owl Garden is home to the largest collection of owls
in Wales. Hidden away in the beautiful Blue Bell Walk are
specially designed aviaries for 25 different species of owls that
you can visit during your time at Picton Castle. Throughout the
day each owl is given the opportunity to fly free around the
garden, meaning you can get up close and watch them glide
over the flowers and through the trees. There are interactive
sessions taking place to teach you all about the owls and an art
and crafts den for little ones to express their creativity. There
are even opportunities to fly an owl yourself on one of the
private and group experiences.

Sculpture heaven

Rose and Terry Barter moved to West Wales in 1995 and set about turning an empty
field into a series of beautiful sculpture gardens. As this is an ongoing project there is
something new to see each year. Featured are:
• The Earth Goddess, a 30 ft long earth sculpture made by Terry and his son Ben.
• The Angel House, a unique island folly housing Terry's collection of Angel and Cherub
sculptures.
• The Japanese Torii ( sacred gateway) which leads you through into the orchard.
• The Zen Garden, where you can rake the sand, or play a singing bowl.
• The Meadow Sculpture Footpath and stone circle .
• The Romantic Garden with bowers of roses and clematis and a statue of Venus .
• The Peace Pavilion. This is a lovely place to sit and enjoy our best view over the River
Ceri Valley amongst roses, lilies and contemplative sculpture.
• The Gothic garden with its striking mixture of strange sculpture and purple, black and
grey
plants.
• The Planetary Herb Garden. This is set out in the medieval
fashion of grouping herbs according to their planetary
influence.
• The Greenman Bower. This living willow structure houses
some of Terry's Greenman sculptures and original Tree Spirit
it
carvings.
• The Labyrinth.
• The Vegetable garden and mini vineyard.

• The Rowan Grove, where Paul Jenkin's magical sculptures
of Hares are displayed.

Sculpture Heaven is located in Ceri Gwnda, Rhydlewis, Ceredigion. SA44 5RN

Church bulletin bloopers
At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be 'What Is Hell?' Come early and
listen to our choir practice.
Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on October 24 in the church. So ends a
friendship that began in their school days.
Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday at 7 PM. Please use the back door.
The pastor would appreciate it if the ladies of the Congregation would lend him their
electric girdles for the pancake breakfast next Sunday.
The church will host an evening of fine dining, super entertainment and gracious
hostility.
Weight Watchers will meet at 7 PM at the First Presbyterian Church. Please use large
double door at the side entrance.
The sermon this morning: 'Jesus Walks on the Water. ’The sermon tonight: 'Searching
for Jesus.’
The ladies of the Church have cast off clothing of every kind. They may be seen in the
basement on Friday afternoon.

Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It's a chance to get rid of those things not worth
keeping around the house. Bring your husbands.

As i get olDer…….
I talk to myself because sometimes I
need expert advice.
Sometimes I roll my eyes out loud.
The biggest lie I tell myself is, “I
don’t need to write that down.”
Wouldn’t it be great if we could put
ourselves in the dryer for 10 minutes;
come out wrinkle free and 3 sizes
smaller.

My people skills are just fine. It’s my
intolerance of idiots that needs work.
When I was a child I thought naptime
was punishment. Now it’s like a minivacation.
Even duct tape can’t fix stupid, but it
can muffle the sound.
Mob. 042 471 9291
helenmselby@gmail.com

I don’t need anger management, I
need people to stop annoying me.

you’Ve got to lAugh
YOU KNOW IT’S HOT IN AUSTRALIA
WHEN…….













Q: Did you know that they had automobiles in Jesus’ time?
A: Yes, the Bible says that the disciples were all of one Accord.




The best carpark is determined by shade, not
distance
Hot water comes out of both taps.
You learn that a seat belt buckle makes a
good branding iron
You can sunburn through the windscreen of a
car
You break into a sweat at 7:00am
The trees are whistling for dogs.
Sticking your head into freezers is considered
normal.
You keep everything in the fridge, including
clothing
You realise asphalt is a liquid state.
You develop a fear of car door handles.
You learn that it takes only 2 fingers to steer
a car.
Your biggest bicycle fear is what if you get
knocked out and end up cooking on the road.
The temperature drops below 30 degrees C
and you feel chilly.
A blackout is life threatening because the airconditioners and fans stop working.

The story of Adam and Eve was being carefully explained in the children's Sunday School
class. Following the story, the children were asked to draw some picture that would
illustrate the story. Little Bobby drew a picture of a car with three people in it. In the
front seat was a man and in the back seat, a man and a woman. The teacher was at a
loss to understand how this illustrated the lesson of Adam and Eve. Little Bobby was
prompt with his explanation. "Why, this is God driving Adam and Eve out of the garden!"

puzzle page
FIRST CULTURES WORDSEARCH

CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION
Ministry team
Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes
Rev. Jim Barr
Presence Ministry
- Mr. Peter Whitefield

0405 146 544
0425 462 277
0402 030 360

Board of elders
Church Secretary
Mrs. Christine Boomsma

9758 6997

Treasurer
Mr. Wayne Gardiner

9558 2149

Assistant Treasurer
Mr. Darren Gardiner

041 297 0509

Elders:

Deacons:

Mr. John Doré
9457 2567

Mr. Geraint
Griffiths
9877 7282

Mrs. Bronwen Holding
9762 3830
Mr. David Rees
9416 1484

Mr. Michael
Min Fa
0411 027 478

Administrative Assistant
9329 5139

The Welsh Church office hours are:
8:45am to 2:45pm

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday
Church caretaker / hall hire
Ms. Lyn Rowlands

9329 6961

Website:
melbournewelshchurch.com.au
Twitter:
http:/twitter.com/
melbwelshchurch\
‘Melbourne Welsh Church’ on
Facebook search bar.

Blog:
On website

DIVINE WORSHIP
11:00am

Second and last Sunday of each
month at 2:30pm.

HOLY COMMUNION

First Sunday of each month and as
advertised.

JUNIOR CHURCH

Every Sunday during the morning
Service.

GYMANFA GANU

Church Organist
Ms. Wendy Couch

Email:
melbwelshchurch@
bigpond.com

WELSH SERVICES

CHURCH office
Mr. Fred Boomsma

Social media

9813 2675

Interns
Mr. Zak Hanyn

0433 717 590

Ms. Siobhan McKenzie

0477 990 089

March and August

FELLOWSHIP GROUP

Second and fourth Wednesday
of the month at 10:30am.

