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SERVICES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRAYER SUNDAY  SERVICES 

May 2          

11:00am English  Rev. Sara Villarreal Bishop 

 
May 9         

11:00am English  Rev. Sara Villarreal Bishop 

   Communion 

2:00pm  Welsh  Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes 

   Communion 
 

May 16   

11:00am English   Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes 
 

May 23 

11:00am English   Rev. Sara Villarreal Bishop 

         Communion  

 

2:00pm  Welsh  Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes 

   Communion 

   
May 30 

11:00am Theological Talk 

Please remember the      

following in your          

prayers: 
 

Dorothy T,  

Joyce O, Alan M,    

Glenys S, Ed C ,  

Monica L, Judy J., Val R, 

Mac H, John R, Loris W 

Gail Rees, John L., 

Gwendolyn C.,          

Darren M., Robert G., 

and Wilma L  
 

And please remember 

all the sick, sad, scared, 

hungry,  lonely and         

vulnerable in our              

community and beyond 

at this particularly               

anxious time. 

Currently all services from the Melbourne Welsh 

Church will be on site, live on Youtube and also 

via Facebook and on our website  

Please check in on our Facebook page and on 

our website for regular updates. 

Please contact either Rev. Siôn or Rev. Sara if 

you’re  experiencing difficulty logging in to our 

services. 

BIBLE STUDY 

Our weekly zoom Bible 

Study / fellowship             

sessions are held each 

Wednesday  morning at 

10:00am  

http://empart.info/prayer/2013/04/26/may-june-2013-prayer-guide/
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & ACTIVITIES 

BIRTHDAYS 

Brad B. 

Mavis S. 

Audrey L. 

Carol R.M. 

Zakariah H. 

Dorothea L. 

 

Tony W. 

McLeish H. 

Wilma L. 

Krystina C. 

Valmia H. 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Best wishes and congratulations to everyone  celebrating either their  

birthday or wedding anniversary in May, including: 

None this month… 

May-be next year! 
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SIÔN’S MESSAGE 

Dear Friends, 

 

How fortunate we are. Compared to most of the rest of the 

world we have a very free existence. I have said this before, 

and I’m sure I’ll say it again, we have freedoms that are only being 

dreamed about in Wales and other parts of the world.  

 

We can go to church and meet in person. Huge areas of the world can’t do 

that at the moment. It’s almost as if we’ve forgotten about COVID. We’ve all 

worked very hard to get into this position, sacrifices have been made by all of 

us but we cannot take these freedoms for granted.  

 

With that in mind I urge you all to remember last August and September when 

we were meeting online and we were all saying how much we were looking 

forward to getting back to meeting in church. Well now we are and if we 

want to continue we have made a few changes. They may seem unneces-

sary but they are all important if we are to stay open.  

 

I know it takes a little time to sign in when you arrive and it can be a little 

daunting and complicated. At our meeting last week it was agreed that one 

of the elders will be there to help you from now on. We legally need to have 

everyone sign in so that we don’t exceed our permitted numbers and so the 

State Government can use contract tracing if required. If we don’t comply 

and we are checked the fines run in $1000’s of dollars.  

 

The same for the fellowship afterwards. For a while we weren’t even sure we 

could have any fellowship at all. What we have now is limited but at least we 

can meet and enjoy each other’s company. I know it’s not ideal but it is bet-

ter than not meeting at all.  

 

And then we have masks! Uncomfortable as they are we are obliged to use 

them when we sing. The only alternative is not to sing. That is completely out 

of the question and so when we sing we were our masks. In the Welsh last Sun-

day I completely forgot to wear mine, it’s so easy to forget and if I do I ask you 

all to remind me. We have to remember the sacrifices we went through to get 

here and make the little changes we have to live with.  

 

DHHS are continually looking at the rules and as they change we will let you 

know. Until then, thank you for your patience and understanding and I look 

forward to seeing you all in church soon.  

 

Yours, in his service, 

Siôn.  
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SARA’S MESSAGE 

Last month,  I had a bit of a time-warp.    I talked about the 

anniversary effect last month, that time when your body re-

minds you, after a full orbit of the sun, that this THING hap-

pened at this time last year.   This wasn’t that, so much as 

feeling like Alice, falling through the rabbit hole.  I was start-

ing to do things that I would have been doing in my third or fourth month of 

starting a new call – reading up on histories, learning about the finances, what 

are the cooperative agreements we have, formal and informal.  It was as if 1 

April 2020-1 April 2021 just hadn’t happened!  It was very surreal for me be-

cause I also have a great deal more information, experience, and (ahem) 

weight than I did a year ago. 

 

But ‘coming back’ is a bit like a new Easter.  The doors are opened … and no 

one is there!  No wait, that IS Easter, Jesus isn’t in the tomb, he’s walking on 

the road, showing up in houses where people are on lock down, poking fun at 

a friend, and making breakfast.   People have started coming to church – es-

pecially as there is no pre-registration any longer.  Tea is still quite different; 

and there are Covid-restrictions that we find frustrating (singing with a mask is 

not fun)(I get a little light-headed if I am not careful).   

 

I think we’re going to be in same-but-different for a long while.  Australia isn’t 

vaccinating as widely or as quickly as a lot of places because we are unique-

ly blessed that there is no, or very little, Covid in the wild.  It means we don’t 

feel the need to move faster.  Of course, we worry about that not lasting, and 

what that will mean for us, but in the meantime, we work on gathering.  If you 

watch from afar “live” (rather than on YouTube later), please feel free to com-

ment in the YouTube or Facebook comments – we are working on having the 

minister of technological control interact that way (but we are also still learn-

ing the ins and out of being on technological control; things are not as 

smooth as we would like just yet).    I think we’re still IN the rabbit hole.  We 

might think we’ve come out the other end, but it’s just a twist that we need to 

navigate.  No matter what, it will be a wonder, this church we are being and 

creating and discovering, and I am so delighted that you are on that journey 

with us. 

 

Blessed be, 

Sara 
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PETER’S MESSAGE 

I was recently honoured to take part in an ANZAC Service. 

This was a first for me although I have attended many. 

At the Melbourne Welsh Church there is a poster on the wall as 

you climb into the pulpit, it reads ‘ALL MEANS ALL’. 

We say it a lot, and sometimes we confuse it will with all who are 

like us. 

This is a very human way of thinking.  

If we look at our friendship groups, they often reflect similar views and ideas, the 

books we read often confirm our views on life and so on.  

The call of the Gospel on our lives call into question those we include and ex-

clude, often we find ourselves challenged to engage with those who are so dif-

ferent to us we believe finding common ground almost impossible. 

This of course does not mean we are all to ‘hangout’ with the same people. 

Not all are called to work with refugees, asylum seekers, prisoners, the elderly and 

so on, BUT we are not to exclude them, and to do so is to deny what the Gospel 

prepares us for and calls us to. 

This is reflected in a story I told at the ANZAC Service and Ill share it with you. Cecil 

was a rat of Tobruk — he fought Hitler's army in the Middle East. He came home, 

but it was to a country that still did not fully recognise him. Cecil devoted his life 

to the fight for equality, for the right to belong in a country he had served in war. 

He took his family off the mission and with others walked more than 300 kilometres 

to the booming Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area to work on the farms picking fruit. 

He battled to get his kids into the town school and to be given the soldier settle-

ment block of land that was his due. He later built a little tin and fibro house and 

lived there until his death in the late 1960s.Cecil didn't march in Anzac Day pa-

rades until the last few years of his life. With crisp white shirt and his medals on his 

chest he walked with his white comrades down the main street of Griffith. With 

the others, he went back to the pub, but was stopped at the entrance by the lo-

cal police sergeant who told him he wasn't allowed in. Blackfellas were still 

barred — even a blackfella with war medals. But something remarkable hap-

pened that day; his digger mates formed a circle around him and walked him in-

side defying the local cop. 

 At the end of the day, I’d rather be known for who I include and even if it is un-

popular, I’m in good company, Jesus was criticised for those re spend time with. 
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THE CHURCH SIGN RECENTLY 

CHRISTINE’S CORNER 

      

  Rita and Gwyn Owen are long time friends of the Melbourne 

Welsh Church. They have travelled to Melbourne each year from 

Tauranga, North Island, New Zealand to be with us for our annual 

St. David’s Day celebrations. We missed their company this year, 

but we’re sure they’ll be back with us 

in the future. Recently the lovely   

couple undertook a wonderful 2 

week tour of the South Island, during 

which Rita celebrated a special ‘big’ 

birthday. Congratulations Rita. 

Penblwydd Hapus from ALL at the 

Melbourne Welsh  Church. 
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    NEWS  FROM THE PEWS    

Firstly, a warm welcome to Jake Reynolds, newly    ap-

pointed Administrative Officer of The Melbourne Welsh 

Church. 

 

Secondly. Many of the younger readers of this great publication were  - 

not born, too young or are simply not aware that just prior to his wedding 

to our Queen Elizabeth on November 20 1947 the late King George VI  

granted The Style His Royal Highness on Philip, and created him - Duke of 

Edinburgh ; Earl of Meirioneth  and      Baron of Grenwich. As a student/

boarder at DoGS, Dolgelley Grammar School,         Meirionethshire, Wales, 

(from 1947 to 1949) I seem to remember schools in the shire   being grant-

ed a holiday to mark the      occasion of his being bestowed the title. I'm 

sure that if I'm incorrect harpist, humorist, church member and a much 

longer student at the school than yours truly, Huw Jones,  

Will chide me!! The late Prince Philip  

would have achieved his 100th birthday next month on June 10 . 

 

In lighter vein now. Why was the cook sick of making donuts? He was sick 

of the hole business - of course !. and - Time  is free , but it's priceless, 

again - May you always be the one who sees the light in little things, and - 

what building has the most storeys ?.  Why- a library of course  !!. 

 

Many ex- pats who migrated to this wonderful country of ours by sea will 

have watched with interest  the TV footage of the heavily laden cargo 

vessel which somehow lost power ending up diagonally blocking the Suez 

Canal. The JR family sailed down the canal as 'ten pound poms'  aboard 

the  TSS (Twin Screw Steamer)  Ranchi on a very hot Sunday in mid May 

1949. As we traversed The Great Bitter Lakes, a north bound convoy 

passed us. We had a military motor cycle escort shadowing us on the ca-

nal banks and armed militia  on board as the Suez Crisis was in 'full bloom'. 
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS—CONTINUED 

Not many years later I served six months as a National Serviceman in the Royal 

Australian Air Force from September 1952 to March 1953. As a former RAAF 

'Nato' it was great to recently view the celebrations marking the 100th  

anniversary of the creation of the 'force'. The fly over of all those ancient and 

modern aircraft certainly 'touched a chord' as it certainly did for My Lady-  

Janet, who in a 'previous life ' flew countless times  in Hercules aircraft  to and 

from Point Cook and Edinburgh, South Australia, from Melbourne to Sydney, 

and twice from Port Moresby , New Guinea, to Sydney, She also flew to Britain 

via the USA and return courtesy of the RAAF. as a then military spouse. The  

aircraft had to be kept mobile so if there were empty seats on board spouses 

could occupy the seats. 

 

 We participated in the Good Friday Church Service courtesy of YouTube from 

our lounge room . A wonderful witness led by the Rev's Sion Gough Hughes 

and Sara Bishop, Peter 'Bubba' Whitfield and organist John Waymouth.  

 

 Finally. I guess I'm not the only person who shudders at the frequent appear-

ance on our TV screens of those gambling advertisements. Usually concluding 

with the ludicrous phrase - Gamble Responsibly'. What a joke !!. 

 

Tan y tro nesaf . next time. Your Intrepid Reporter.  Medi Jones-Roberts.  

9758-0014. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Former and much appreciated  

former caretaker of our wonderful 

church -Lyn. Rowlands  

(now of Robina, Queensland) with 

Janet, wife of the undersigned Medi  
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Church Picnic 2021! 

 

And what a lovely day we had, perfect 

weather, company and most  

importantly, coffee! 

 

A special thanks to Christine Boomsma 

our wonderful Secretary and Fred 

Boomsma our now-retired Office  

Administer for organising this lovely  

annual event. 

2021 Annual Picnic 
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THEOLOGICAL TALK 
It seems awhile ago, but on December 31st, Siôn, Peter and I literally 

pulled up a chair and chatted;  instead of a sermon, we discussed 

John. 1:1-14.  You know the one: 
The Word Became Flesh 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 

the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through 

him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has 

been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of all man-

kind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not over-

come[a] it. 

6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came 

as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all 

might believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he came only as a wit-

ness to the light. 

9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the 

world. 10 He was in the world, and though the world was made 

through him, the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to that 

which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all who 

did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right 

to become children of God— 13 children born not of natural de-

scent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 

14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We 

have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came 

from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

 

It’s lovely.  Truly and deeply lovely.  We decided to do the chat be-

cause we have different theological backgrounds.  We’re all Chris-

tian, for sure, but the only Welsh Methodist among us is Siôn!  The 

three of us are cut from the same cloth, but we were put together 

very differently. We wanted to share how we as brothers and sisters in 

Christ, are made more by that diversity.  And so, from a Welsh Meth-

odist, a progressive Lutheran, and a Free Church Baptist, we shared 

the reading from our go-to translation of the Bible, our exegesis 

(which means OUT of the WORD), and our favourite hymns as they re-

late to that first chapter of John. 

 

We will be doing that again, if there is a fifth Sunday of the month, 

which happens in May, August and October.    We would love to dig 

into something that YOU want to hear about.  If you have a sugges-

tion for any of those Sundays, for what verse, story, or book we should 

discuss, please send a note to Jake at 

melbwelshchurch@bigpond.com or one of the ministers.  

mailto:melbwelshchurch@bigpond.com
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MAKES YOU THINK 

If we don’t hear from anyone, we will do the ‘lectionary verse’, which is a com-

monly used three-year rotation of Old Testament, Psalm and New Testament and 

Gospel verses that gets us through the Bible.  (The lectionary is shared by many 

church denominations, including Presbyterian, Lutheran, Methodist, Anglican, 

and other Protestant churches.) 

 

We do hope that you will tell us what you want us to talk about.  We have found 

that hearing what is in another’s heart, makes our faith richer, even when it caus-

es questions and concerns. Being stronger in diversity lets us know how another 

feels, and gives us ideas to think about and raises questions we can ask and lets 

us have good, rich, conversation with others.  

 

Blessings and joy, 

+Sara 
 



13 

YOU’VE GOT TO LAUGH 

There was a preacher 

who fell in the ocean and 

he couldn't swim. When a 

boat came by, the  

captain yelled, "Do you 

need help, sir?" The 

preacher calmly said 

"No, God will save me."  

A little later, another boat came  

by and a fisherman asked, 

 "Hey, do you need help?"  

The preacher replied again,  

"No God will save me." Eventually 

the preacher drowned & went to 

heaven. The preacher asked God, 

"Why didn't you save me?" God  

replied, "Fool, I sent you two boats!"  

What time of day was Adam created? 

Just a little before Eve. 

If Mary had Jesus, and Jesus was a 

little lamb… 

Does that mean Mary had a little 

lamb? 
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EASTER WORDSEACH 
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PUZZLE PAGE 
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CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION 

Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes    

Rev. Sara Villarreal Bishop   

Mr. Peter Whitefield             

MINISTRY TEAM 

BOARD OF ELDERS 

Church Secretary 
 

Mrs. Christine Boomsma  
 

Treasurer 
 

Mr. Wayne Gardiner        
 

Assistant Treasurer 
 

Mr. Darren Gardiner   
 

Elders:  
  

Mrs. Bronwen     

Holding     
 

Mr. David Rees              

 

CHURCH OFFICE 

Administrative Assistant: 
 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

 

Website:     

Melbournewelshchurch.  

com.au 

 

Twitter:        

http:/twitter.com/

melbwelshchurch\ 

 

‘Melbourne Welsh Church’ 

on Facebook search bar.  

 

Instagram: 
@melbwelshchurch 

 
 

Youtube: 
Melbourne Welsh Church 
On Youtube search bar. 

 

Email: 

melbwelshchurch@ 

bigpond.com 

DIVINE WORSHIP 
11:00am  
 

WELSH SERVICES 
Second and last Sunday of each 

month at 2:00pm. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
as advertised. 
 

Godly Play 
Working Bee 3rd Sunday 

 

Mr. Jake Wilson     9329 5139 

     

The Welsh Church office hours may 

be adjusted in respect of the                

Corona Virus and any restrictions          

being enforced 
 

Church caretakers: 
 

Maureen and Willie Ow      9329 6961 

 

Church Organist: 
 

Ms. Wendy Couch     9813 2675 

Deacons: 
 

Mr. Geraint 

Griffiths 
 

Mr. Michael 

Min Fa 

 


