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SERVICES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRAYER 

LIST 

SUNDAY  SERVICES 

MARCH 1      St. David’s Day Flag Raising Service 

 

11:00am English   Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes 
 

MARCH 7 LENT 3 

 

11:00am English Rev. Sara Villarreal Bishop 

                 Communion - please join us 

online with your own version of the elements  
   

MARCH 14   SERVICES AT CHURCH FROM TODAY 

 

11:00am English         Rev. Sara Villarreal Bishop 

2:00pm  Welsh        Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes 
 

MARCH 21 

 

11:00am English  Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes 

   
MARCH 28   

 

11:00am English   Rev. Sara Villarreal Bishop 
 

2:30pm  Welsh         Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes 
 

5:00pm  Lutheran Eucharist Service 

   Rev. Sara Villarreal Bishop 

   Communion  
 

The Church opens up for each Sunday service as 

from March 14, with no pre-registration required. 

However, all attendees must check in on arrival   

using the QR code system. 

Zeb, our Church Covid Warden will be available to     

assist anyone having difficulties doing so.  
 

 

Please remember the      

following in your          

prayers: 
 

Sian Harrison, Dorothy 

Thomson, Joyce Ogier, 

Helen Wyn Price, Alan 

Morris, Joan, Glenys 

Sheppee, Ed Chenhall , 

Monica Leicester, Judy, 

Gwendolyn Campbell, 

Val Rendell, Mac Harris, 

John Rees, Loris Williams 

and Wilma Lomax  
 

And please remember 

all the sick, sad, scared, 

hungry,  lonely and         

vulnerable in our              

community and beyond 

at this particularly               

anxious time. 

Currently all services from the Melbourne Welsh 

Church will be on Facebook live and also                

posted on our website and on Youtube. 

Please check in on our Facebook page and on 

our website for regular updates. 

Please contact either Rev. Siôn or Rev. Sara if 

you’re  experiencing difficulty logging in to our 

services. 

BIBLE STUDY 

Our weekly zoom Bible 

Study and fellowship 

sessions has resumed 

again each Wednesday   

morning at 10:00am . 

http://empart.info/prayer/2013/04/26/may-june-2013-prayer-guide/
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & ACTIVITIES 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

Best wishes and congratulations to everyone               

celebrating a birthday in March, including: 

2nd        Betty Newlands     90 

4th  Joy Joy 

  Rhiannon McKenzie 

6th        Susan Evans      80 

13th       Janet Jenkins     80 

14th Jonathon Melland 

17th       Myfi Rees 

20th       Kirsten Gardiner 

        Peter Whitefield 

21st        Luke Min Fa  10    

        John Lewis   

25th       Lenny Ow 

27th    Robin Salisbury 

30th Gwyneth Rogers  

ST. DAVID’S    

DAY SERVICE 

11:00am 
 

March 1  
 

at the Church  

& live steamed 
 

Includes raising the 

Welsh Flag 
 

Registration to      

attend is required 

by phoning our 

Covid Warden on  

0482-433-000 

Amazingly enough, another month has passed 

already.  The LEGO Welsh Church is still in its    

nascent stages, as we focus on transitioning 

from pre-recorded worship to worship in-person, 

IN the church, WITH people, and also, live-

streamed at the same time.  Needless to say, it’s 

been an interesting learning curve.  
 

I’ve been directed to the architectural blueprints 

of the church, which will give us a really good 

layout to try to mimic, in part. LEGO is less about faithfully recreating some-

thing, than it is about creating a suggestion of a room that evokes the feel of 

it.  So, when  recreating the church proper, we will focus on the organ, and 

pulpit and table area, because that is generally what people will envision 

when they ‘see’ the church in their mind.  And we will go from there. 
 

We are keeping track of folks who are generously supporting this slow (but 

steady) project, and will contact each and every one to create the mini-

figures that they wish to ‘attend’ LEGO church.  And don’t worry, if you               

contribute and don’t want a personalised mini-figure, that’s an option too.   
 

Contact Siôn or Sara or Wayne to contribute, and we will be working on this is 

baby-steps, but with the goal of at least a recognisable LEGO Melbourne 

Welsh Church.  And once we are able, you are welcome to come try your 

hand at it, upstairs in St. David’s Hall.  

 

LEGO PROJECT 
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SIÔN’S MESSAGE 

Dear Friends, 
 

I’m putting the finishing touches into our Virtual Gymanfa 

Ganu and it looks great. Over the past few days, it has tak-

en quite a while to put together, I have started to wonder 

why we sing hymns at all? Seriously, why do we sing in 

church? Well I looked into it and here is a very brief outline of some of the the-

ology of hymns and church music. 
 

Basically we sing hymns because we are the people of God and the people 

of God sing hymns. From early on in the Old Testament we see the Israelites 

singing - After escaping from the Egyptians and crossing the Red Sea, the 

people of Israel sang a song to the Lord (Exod. 15). Singing was part of Israel’s 

formal worship in both the Tabernacle and Temple (1 Chron. 6:31–32, 16:42). 

The Psalms bear rich testimony that in joy and sorrow, in praise and lament, 

the faithful raise their voices in song to God. Hymn singing was practiced by 

Jesus and his disciples (Matt. 26:30). The Apostle Paul instructed the Colossians, 

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in 

all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual 

songs to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the 

name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him” (Col. 3: 

16–17). 
 

We sing because it is what we have always done. 
 

Another reason we sing hymns is because there are not many other places to 

sing. In 2020 around 1,100 song albums were released by “notable or known 

artists that received more than 100 hours of airplay time on North American 

Radio or television.” If each album had, an average, 10 songs that would be 

around 11,000 songs by established artists. That’s not taking into account new 

artists or artists whose new work received less than 100 hours of airtime. Over 

11,000 songs and none of them written to be sung. They are to be listened to 

or sung along with - not sung by the likes of you and I. These songs will be 

played on Spotify and in gyms, in shopping malls and nightclubs, they are 

‘background’ music to be performed for us not participated in by us. In a     

survey of church goers from the UK in 2018, the Church of England found that 

over 12% of the people asked said they went to church to sing. There are not 

many other opportunities to sing outlaid in contemporary Australia, other than 

church, the shower or a choir and many people don’t want to join a choir or 

a church.  
 

We sing hymns because we like to sing. 
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SARA’S MESSAGE 

Have you ever read the words of some of our hymns. They are amazing. They 

take some of the most complicated ideas of our faith and put them in simple 

terms. Try this - read the next two lines; do what they ask on a separate piece 

of paper and then come back and read the next paragraph - explain the 

concept of eternity to me in fewer than 30 words. Saying it means ‘forever’ 

doesn’t count. Explain it to me. 
 

Now read this when we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shinning as 

the sun, we’ve no less days to sing God’s praise than when we first begun. 

From the last verse of Amazing Grace by John Newton. Explaining who Jesus is 

in about 10 words - Jesus, Thou art all compassion, pure, unbounded love 

Thou art. With just those two examples you can see that hymns are far better 

than sermons at showing us some of the mysteries of Christianity. 
 

We sing hymns because they make it easier to understand our faith. 
 

Finally, for this short letter, but maybe most importantly, hymn singing and 

church music is for the praise of God. Think of some of the great composers of 

history; Bach, Beethoven, Mozart - all known for their great pieces of music 

and all composed pieces for worship services. Some of the greatest poetry 

ever written has been written to be sung as hymns. This is very true of Welsh 

where some of the best hymnnists are also our best poets - William Williams 

and Daniel Rowlands to name but two. Even John Calvin, the most curmudg-

eonly of the church fathers, agreed that hymns were important but in true 

Calvinist style he did have a few warnings to issue first -“we should be very 

careful that our ears be not more attentive to the melody than our minds to 

the spiritual meaning of the words.…[S]uch songs as have been composed 

only for the sweetness and delight of the ear are unbecoming to the majesty 

of the church and cannot but displease God in the highest degree.” 
 

Praising God is the chief reason we sing in church. 
 

So I hope you enjoy our Virtual Gymanfa Ganu this year but, if Calvin was 

right, only the words. 
 

God bless you all, 
 

Yours, in his service 

Siôn. 

This past month, we had bookclub at my house (in the 

brief window that we were allowed), and we will be con-

tinuing to go over the book, “The day that Mallacoota 

turned red” A book compiled by. Dr Mubashar H Sherazi, 

on March18th.     
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But it meant that, those that weren’t on 

Zoom came to my home. For the record, I 

thoroughly enjoy entertaining, and it is        

something that my family has always done, 

as part of our representational responsibilities.   

It’s an acquired taste.  Passing through the 

hall from the front door to the main room, I 

have what we jokingly call an “offrenda.”  If 

you’ve seen the Pixar movie Coco, you’ll   

recognize it.  A true offrenda is a home altar 

with a collection of objects placed on a ritual 

display during the traditional Mexican Día de Muertos celebration (so one 

weekend a year), a way of inviting those that have gone before us to the     

celebration.  Ours, as I said, isn’t genuine.  First, it is up all the time, not just on 

Dìa de los Muertos.  And it is not only folks who have passed away, it is our       

extended family.   As they were growing, in many different countries, my       

children would see that they were surrounded by family. And every night we 

would say ‘goodnight’ to family as we passed them on the way upstairs.   

 

Coronavirus has meant that it has been three years since we’ve seen my       

parents; where previously we saw them every Northern summer.  My kids grew 

up going to Wisconsin for summer, sometimes three weeks, sometimes twelve, 

and most of them were spent in the company of their cousins, Atticus and 

Evelyn.  I have one sister, and our children are all two years apart (we call 

them stairstep kids, currently 19, 17, 15, 13).   While it has been difficult being 

separated from family, I hope that one of the things 

that changes as a result of this virus is that extended 

families (like in Coco!) come back into one home.  It 

isn’t easy, but every summer, one of our joys is three 

families in the house (my mom’s house, so maybe I 

should be careful saying how great it is).  Dishes     

always get done, one of us always cooks, kids are 

supervised, or not, and we’re comfortable that our 

answers are consistently within reason. And if not, 

we adapt.  Watching the kids play in the river, and 

wander in the woods, or read a book in the tree, is 

something I dearly miss, but more it is the compan-

ionable silence of sitting and reading a book with 

family (and not just their pictures).     ALL of which is 

meant not to depress anyone, but to give you a 

small insight into our family!   

Blessings and hugs to you and YOUR family!              

 +Sara 
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PETER’S MESSAGE 

THE CHURCH 

SIGN RECENTLY 

It was mid-morning Wednesday when the phone rang. 

The caller was James who is Pastoral Care Worker at a local 

institution, a hospital that treats and works with people who 

have mental health issues and usually been involved in crime. 

A young nurse who worked there had died as a result of brain 

cancer, her mother was out from Ireland to make the heart 

wrenching decision to cease further         

medical interventions, and then have her 

daughters remains return to Ireland for a 

family funeral. 

James was asked if he knew someone 

who might take a memorial service and 

my name came up, so without hesitation I 

began to plan a service with her            

colleagues  for the following day. The   

setting was a lily lake in the Melbourne  

Botanical Gardens. As 60 or so of us    

gathered, me as a complete stranger along with six of her friends who spoke 

about the life of a friend who had been to school with them, travelled with 

them then trained and worked together, honoured the life of one of God’s 

children. It was beautiful and significant. 

It reminded me yet again that God is not far from anyone of us. 

As we approach Easter, we know that  

God is indeed intensely interested in the  

whole of creation, and that not even a  

sparrow dies without God being aware. 
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2021   ST.   DAVID’S   DAY 

 

Available from 11:00am 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28th, 2021 

Via Youtube, Facebook and our church website 
 Many of our past guest conductors and guest soloists from Wales have       

willingly made contributions especially for our 2021 Gymanfa Ganu.  The 

Church cannot thank all these talented ‘friends’ enough for their enthusiasm 

and effort.  What an outstanding array of world-class talent 
                                

                           Be watching….it will be wonderful!   

                                

            FEATURING: 

RHYS MEIRION 

ROB NICHOLLS 

STEFFAN PRYS ROBERTS 

ILID ANNE JONES 

DILWYN PRICE 
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‘VIRTUAL’   GYMANFA   GANU 

 

ALED 
WYN  

DAVIES 

ELERI AND ALED EDWARDS 

FFION 
HAFF 

GERAINT  
ROBERTS 

KEES HUYSMANS 

ANDREW JENKINS 

EDWARD 
RHYS 
HARRY 
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Wonderful to see Zeb, son of Rev. Sara and Brad Bishop  

helping out with tasks around our Church during these trying 

times, together with a friend of his. 
 

The third paragraph of this column in last month's issue of The Dawn finished 

with that emphatic word - Memories. Here's another following the exposé on    

Uluru on Ayers Rock which appeared on page 12 of that issue. Back in the late 

'80's I was fortunate to be in a position to climb the 348 foot monolith. I signed 

a volume at the summit before descending. There was a short length of chain 

to help one build confidence at the start if needed, as you commence the   

ascent but descending I didn't use it as a steadier. There are plaques towards 

the base of the monolith in memory of souls who have lost their footing in  

places where they dared - and lost. The Rock is now considered a sacred site 

by the local Anangu aboriginal tribe. 
 

Two small girls had been playing  'Doctors and Nurses. One said to the other, 

" When I grow up I'm going to be a doctor , and then I can be ill for nothing." 

The other girl, not wishing to be outdone, replied. " When I grow up I'm going 

to marry a minister - and then I can be good- for nothing !!." 
 

I'm writing this the day after our second actual Church service for the year- on 

February 22. Both Sundays included the afternoon Welsh service. Very unusual 

because of the situation, to  enjoy our post service 'cuppa', on the semi        

circular driveway in front of our magnificent church, and facing Latrobe St. 
 

I surprised a fellow worshipper after the service by showing Liz. Williams an      

article and pic. of herself which had appeared in a recent issue of a South 

Wales newspaper, but which she had not seen. The article had been sent to 

me from Rhiwbeina, Cardiff, De Cymru by a cousin of mine !!.  It outlined Liz's 

history. Born in the USA, Liz. now lives in Melbourne and is learning Welsh in one 

of the Welsh classes that occur about town. 
 

I thought Sonor was a word associated with naval activity - but no, it's an                 

acronym for Sound Navigation over Radio. 
 

I'll conclude with something personal. From time to time I'm asked is my name 

short for anything. I  have to reply that it is not - nothing to do with Medibank, 

Medicare, Medi evil, Mediterranean or Meditate - it is simply the Welsh for   

September, the month in which I was born oh so long ago in the Calvinistic 

Methodist Manse of my father's first parish. I understand that my birth was 

'touch and go', as it turned out I had/ve a very big head which in fact meant 

that later school caps were especially made to fit, and that the local doctor 

at Trefeglwys, Montgomeryshire, had a hand in naming me with both names - 

my second being Wyn, mutation of gwyn and the welsh for white, as I                 

apparently had hair of that colour.   

 

 

 

NEWS  FROM THE PEWS    
   Your Intrepid Reporter 

   Medi Jones-Roberts. 

   9758-0014 
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A CELEBRATED BLESSED MOURNING 

I mourn the loss of safety 

and I mourn the loss of balance. 

I mourn the loss of “before the fire”, 

of freedom to travel even though the road is open. 

I mourn the loss of well practiced routines that now take up way too much    

energy. 

I mourn the loss of loss, to even care about it... 

I mourn the loss of well developed skills no longer effective or the automatic 

ability to see positivity. 

I mourn the loss of seeing, really seeing the colour of black and its beauty. 

I mourn the loss of not being aware of the world news, states, towns and          

people around me and wonder how I missed it all. 

I mourn the loss of a missed birth and celebrations, 

of a dustless car....no I lie my car has never been clean!!!! 

and window sills clear of small ash particles. 

I mourn the loss of feeling blessed, but I will find it again.... 

I have just lost it somewhere... 
 

~  Soo Douglas                

    January 2020 
 

Sue lives in the isolated but beautiful township of Mallacoota, and survived the 

horrors of last year’s horrendous, devastating bushfires which swept through 

the town and the entire area, 

She is associated with the Welsh Church through her lifelong friendship with 

Helen Jenkins, and is a keen member of the Church Bookclub, which this 

month is discussing the book, ’The Day Mallacoota Turned Red’ by                       

Dr. Mubashar H. Sherazi. This is a wonderful publication with all proceeds going 

directly to the Mallacoota Fundraising Group. 

APOLOGY 

It was extremely remiss of us not to acknowledge the 

artist of the beautiful watercolour used on the cover 

of The Dawn, Oct. 2020.  

The title of the piece is Acacia Pycnantha - Golden 

Wattle. 

The very talented botanical artist is Cheryl Hodges, 

from Queanbeyan, N.S.W. and her website is 

www.cherylhodges.com  

Please check out her website to admire her wonderful 

work 
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IMPORTANT DATES IN  

JANUARY 13 - HEN GALAN, NEW YEARS CELEBRATIONS 

In the Cwm Gwaun valley near Abergwaun (Fishguard), the local people of 

Cwm Gwaun prepare for their annual New Year celebrations on the 13th Jan., 

known as Hen Galan!  

They are following the  

old Julian Calendar. The  

Julian calendar was    

abolished controversially 

 in 1752 and replaced with  

the Gregorian calendar.  

But the people of the  

Gwaun Valley resisted the  

change. In true Welsh tradition, the children go from door to door singing and 

are given ‘Calennig’ in return: sweets or money.  
 

JANUARY 16 - APPRECIATE A DRAGON DAY 

The Welsh Dragon is the heraldic symbol of Wales, and is, almost without 

doubt the country’s most recognisable symbol. The image is most notably 

seen on the flag of Wales. The Welsh Dragon traces its history as a national 

symbol all the way back to the 9th century, though it is popularly believed 

that the symbol was already used by the ancient Celts before the invasion of 

Britain by the Saxons.  
 

JANUARY 25 - ST DWYNWEN’S DAY - SAY I LOVE YOU IN WELSH - RWY;N GARU 

DI TO YOUR LOVED ONES 

St Dwynwen's day (Wales' own Valentines Day) is celebrated on 25th January 

in Wales with the giving and receiving of cards and presents. All good Welsh-

men and women should be celebrating St Dwynwen's day. St  Dwynwen is the 

Welsh patron saint of lovers and she is the Welsh version of St Valentine. The 

popularity of St Dwynwen's Day has increased massively in recent years.  
 

FEBRUARY 22 - FRANCE INVADES BRITAIN 

The last invasion of Britain was in west Wales near to the town of Fishguard on 

February 22nd, 1797.  After landing, the 1,500 men French army marched            

inland. The local British army was heavily outnumbered, but reinforcements 

were gathering at Fishguard in what is now called the Royal Oak Inn. The      

invasion started and finished within 2 days.  
 

MARCH 1 - ST. DAVID’S DAY 

St David's Day is the feast day of Saint David and falls on 1 March, the date of 

Saint David's death in 589 AD. The feast has been regularly celebrated since 

the cannonisation of David in the 12th century (by Pope Callistus II), though it 

is not a national holiday in the UK. Traditional festivities include the wearing 

daffodils and leeks, recognised symbols of Wales and Saint David respectively 

and grand parades in major towns and cities in Wales.  

 

 

https://www.felinfach.com/blogs/blog/st-dwynwens-day-the-patron-saint-for-welsh-lovers
https://www.felinfach.com/blogs/blog/st-david-patron-saint-of-wales
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THE WELSH CALENDAR 

MAY 1 - CALAN MAI - MAY DAY 

May Day itself used to be known as Calan Haf, the first day of summer. As 

dawn broke on May Day, people in villages and surrounding farms would be 

woken by the singing of May carols. These songs were known as carolau Mai, 

carolau haf, (summer carols) or as canu haf, (summer singing). Summer    

dancing, and the singing of bawdy ‘Summer carols’ were popular, as lively 

groups meandered from house to house, accompanied by a fiddler or a 

harpist. 
 

MAY 14 - INTERNATIONAL DYLAN THOMAS DAY 

Dylan Thomas Day is an international day to celebrate the life and work of 

one of Wales' most famous writers and poets, Dylan Thomas. It is held each 

year on 14th May, the date Under Milk Wood was first read on stage at 92Y 

The Poetry Center, New York in 1953. Dylan became exceptionally popular 

during his lifetime and this continued after his premature death at the age of 

39 in New York City. 
 

JUNE - MAN VERSUS HORSE MARATHON 

 The event started in 1980 and the race begins and finishes in the mid-Wales 

town of Llanwrtyd Wells. The course is slightly shorter than a traditional          

marathon at about 22 miles, but over rougher terrain. In 1985, cyclists were   

allowed to compete and in 1989, a cyclist beat the first horse by three 

minutes. In 2004, the 25th race was won by Huw Lobb in 2 hours, 5 minutes and 

19 seconds. It was the first time that a man racing on foot has won the race, 

thereby winning the prize fund of £25,000. 
 

AUGUST BANK HOLIDAY WEEKEND - WORLD BOG SNORKLING CHAMPIONSHIP 

The annual World Bog Snorkelling Championships - an event that Lonely Planet 

described as one of the top 50 "must do" things from around the world. It is 

held in o the August Bank Holiday weekend in Llanwrtyd Wells. It is a genuine 

worldwide event with, in recent years having over 150 competitors from              

countries around the world.  
 

SEPTEMBER 3 -  

NATIONAL WELSH RAREBIT DAY 

Welsh rabbit (original spelling) or Welsh 

rarebit is a traditional but famous 

Welsh dish. Basically, it’s combination 

of hot melted cheese on toast which is 

a winning combination on any day. 

Some still call it posh Cheese on Toast. 

The first and most important thing to 

understand is that rarebit is not a word that is used in any other context. It only 

exists next to the word Welsh when referring to the dish Welsh rarebit.  

 

 

https://www.felinfach.com/blogs/blog/calan-mai-may-day
https://www.felinfach.com/blogs/blog/dylan-thomas
https://www.felinfach.com/blogs/blog/welsh-rarebit
https://www.felinfach.com/blogs/blog/welsh-rarebit


14 

SEPTEMBER 13 - ROALD DAHL’S DAY 

Roald Dahl’s story began in 1916 when he was born at Villa Marie, Fairwater 

Road, Llandaff, Cardiff, Wales, a house name was named after the first wife. In 

1918 his father, Harald, purchased a much grander property, Ty Mynydd 

(Mountain House in Welsh), a large farm of 150 acres in Radyr outside the city 

of Cardiff.  

 
SEPTEMBER 16 - OWAIN GLYNDWR DAY 

Owain Glyndwr, who was proclaimed Prince of Wales on 16th September, 

1400 after rebelling against English rule, is a key figure in Welsh history and was 

the last Welsh-born Prince of Wales.  To mark September 16th, a series of            

festivals and events are held across the country to celebrate the Welsh                   

national hero. The Owain Glyndŵr Centre in Machynlleth is built on the site of 

the famous parliament held in 1404 at which Owain was crowned Prince of 

Wales. .  
 

DECEMBER 11 -  CILMERI 

Despite being a small village, Cilmeri in 

Radnorsh is of great historical                    

importance to Wales. It is a most          

hallowed and sad place, for it was there 

that the last Welsh-born native Prince  Lly-

welyn ap Gruffudd was killed in battle. 

Llywelyn died in a minor skirmish with  

King Edward of England's soldiers, on 11th 

December 1282. On the road from Llan-

fair ym Muallt (Builth Wells) to         Lla-

nymddyfri (Llandovery), there is a tall 

granite monolith - a monument erected 

in 1956 to the memory of Prince Llywelyn and has served as the focal point for 

an annual day of remembrance on the anniversary of his death. 

 
DECEMBER 21 1955 -  CARDIFF BECOMES CAPITAL CITY OF WALES 

The capital city of Wales is Cardiff but up to 1955, Wales did not have a capital 

city. Following a vote, Cardiff was chosen as the capital city of Wales on 21st 

December 1955. Since 1964 following the establishment of the Welsh Office, 

Cardiff has been home to government offices for Wales. Since 1999 it has  

hosted the National Parliament for Wales, known in Welsh as the Senedd, in 

Cardiff Bay. Many new iconic buildings are now based in Cardiff bay and the 

new road connecting the city centre to the Bay is known as Lloyd George   

Avenue.  

 

IMPORTANT DATES IN THE WELSH CALENDAR 

https://www.felinfach.com/blogs/blog/roald-dahl-day-cardiff-and-wales
https://www.felinfach.com/blogs/blog/owain-glyndwr-16th-september
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HISTORY OF MELBOURNE -  part 6  

The accelerated population growth and the enormous wealth of the gold-

fields fuelled a boom which lasted for forty years, and ushered in the era 

known as "marvellous Melbourne." The city spread eastwards and northwards 

over the surrounding flat grasslands, and southwards down the eastern shore 

of Port Phillip. Wealthy new suburbs like , Toorak, Kew  and Malvern grew up, 

while the working classes settled in Richmond, Collingwood and Fitzroy. 

The influx of educated gold seekers from England led to rapid growth of 

schools, churches, learned societies, libraries and art galleries. Australia's first 

telegraph line was erected between Melbourne and Williamstown in 1853. The 

first railway in Australia was built in Melbourne in 1854 between the city 

and Port Melbourne, then known as Sandridge. Also in 1854, the government 

offered four religious groups land on which to build schools. These included the 

Wesleyan Methodist Church, and the Anglican Church. These resulted 

in Wesley College and Melbourne Grammar School being built in St Kilda 

Road a few years later. The University of Melbourne was founded in 1855 and 

the State Library of Victoria in 1856. The foundation stone of St Patrick's          

Catholic Cathedral was laid in 1858 and that of St Paul's Anglican Cathedral in 

1880. The Philosophical Institute of Victoria received a Royal Charter in 1859 

and became the Royal Society of Victoria. In 1860 this Society assembled      

Victoria's only organised attempt at inland exploration, the Burke and Wills             

expedition, with other exploration being more ad hoc. 

A Melbourne Town Council 

had been created in 1847, 

and one by one other         

suburbs also gained town 

status, complete with town 

councils and mayors. In 

1851 a party-elected      

Legislative Council,       

dominated by squatter      

interests, opposed the      

notion of universal suffrage 

and the role of the          

Legislative Assembly. In       

December 1854 discontent 

with the licensing system on 

the goldfields led to the    

rising at the Eureka       

Stockade, one of only two armed rebellions in Australian history (the other    

being the Castle Hill convict rebellion of 1804).                    ( source ; Wikipedia ) 

 

      Lithograph of the original plans for                   

 Parliament House, Melbourne showing a       

        grand dome which was not built.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boom_and_bust
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richmond,_Victoria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Collingwood,_Victoria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fitzroy,_Victoria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_telegraphy_in_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_telegraphy_in_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Port_Melbourne
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Methodist_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglican_Church_of_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wesley_College,_Melbourne
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Melbourne_Grammar_School
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Kilda_Road,_Melbourne
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Kilda_Road,_Melbourne
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Melbourne
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_Library_of_Victoria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Patrick%27s_Cathedral,_Melbourne
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Patrick%27s_Cathedral,_Melbourne
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Paul%27s_Cathedral,_Melbourne
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philosophical_Institute_of_Victoria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Society_of_Victoria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Burke_and_Wills_expedition
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Burke_and_Wills_expedition
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victorian_Legislative_Council
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eureka_Stockade
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eureka_Stockade
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Castle_Hill_convict_rebellion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parliament_House,_Melbourne
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MAKES YOU THINK 

GOD to ST. FRANCIS: Frank , You know all about gardens and nature. What in 

the world is going on down there on the planet? What happened to the    

dandelions, violets, milkweeds and stuff I started eons ago? I had a perfect no-

maintenance garden plan. Those plants grow in any type of soil, withstand 

drought and multiply with abandon. The nectar from the long-lasting blossoms 

attracts butterflies, honey bees and flocks of songbirds. I expected to see a 

vast garden of colours by now. But, all I see are these green rectangles. 

St. FRANCIS:      It's the tribes that settled there, Lord. The Suburbanites. They 

started calling your flowers 'weeds' and went to great lengths to kill them and 

replace them with grass. 

GOD:   Grass? But, it's so boring. It's not colourful. It doesn't attract butterflies, 

birds and bees, only grubs and sod worms. It's sensitive to temperatures. Do 

these        Suburbanites really want all that grass growing there? 

 ST. FRANCIS:   Apparently so, Lord. They go to great pains to grow it and keep 

it green. They begin each spring by fertilizing grass and poisoning any other 

plant that crops up in the lawn. 

GOD:     The spring rains and warm weather probably make grass grow really 

fast. That must make the Suburbanites happy. 

 ST. FRANCIS:   Apparently not, Lord. As soon as it grows a little, they cut it, 

sometimes twice a week. 

 GOD:   They cut it? Do they then bale it like hay? 

 ST. FRANCIS:    Not exactly, Lord. Most of them rake it up and put it in bags. 

 GOD:    They bag it? Why? Is it a cash crop? Do they sell it? 

 ST. FRANCIS:    No, Sir, just the opposite. They pay to throw it away. 

 GOD:     Now, let me get this straight. They fertilize grass so it will grow. And, 

when it does grow, they cut it off and pay to throw it away? 

ST. FRANCIS:     Yes, Sir. 

GOD:   These Suburbanites must be relieved in the summer when we cut back 

on the rain and turn up the heat. That surely slows the growth and saves them 

a lot of work. 

ST. FRANCIS:   You aren't going to believe this, Lord. When the grass stops   

growing so fast, they drag out hoses and pay more money to water it, so they 

can continue to mow it and pay to get rid of it. 

GOD:     What nonsense. At least they kept some of the trees. That was a sheer 

stroke of genius, if I do say so myself. The trees grow leaves in the spring to   

provide beauty and shade in the summer. In the autumn, they fall to the 

ground and form a natural blanket to keep moisture in the soil and protect the 

trees and bushes. It's a natural cycle of life.  

ST. FRANCIS:    You better sit down, Lord. The Suburbanites have drawn a new 

circle. As soon as the leaves fall, they rake them into great piles and pay to 

have them hauled away. 
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  GOD:    No!? What do they do to protect the shrub and tree roots in the     

winter to keep the soil moist and loose? 

ST. FRANCIS:   After throwing away the leaves, they go out and buy some-

thing which they call mulch. They haul it home and spread it around in place 

of the leaves. 

GOD:     And where do they get this mulch? 

 ST. FRANCIS:    They cut down trees and grind them up to make the mulch. 

GOD:    Enough! I don't want to think about this anymore. St. Catherine, 

you're in charge of the arts. What movie have you scheduled for us tonight? 

 ST. CATHERINE:    'Dumb and Dumber', Lord. It's a story about.... 

GOD:      Never mind, I think I just heard the whole story from St. Francis… 

TO MY GROWN-UP CHILDREN 
 

My hands were busy through the day; 

I didn’t have much time to play 

The little games you asked me to - 

I didn’t have much time for you. 

I’d wash your clothes , I’d sew and cook; 

But when  you’d bring your picture book 

And ask me please to share your fun, 

I’d say, “A little later, Hun.” 
 

I’d tuck you in all safe at night 

And hear your prayers, turn out the light, 

Then tip-toe softly to the door….. 

I wish I’d stayed a minute more. 

A little child grows up so fast. 

For life is short, the years rush past….. 
 

No longer are they at your side, 

Their precious secrets to confide. 

The picture books are put away; 

There are no longer games to play. 

No good=night kiss, no prayers to hear -  

That all belongs to yesteryear. 
 

My hands, once busy, now are still. 

The days are long and hard to fill. 

I wish I could go back and do 

The little things you asked me to. 
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YOU’VE GOT TO LAUGH 

 I told my wife that she was painting her eyebrows too high. She looked 

surprised. 
 

 And the Lord said unto John, “Come forth and you will receive eternal 

life.” But John came fifth and won a toaster. 
 

 I threw a boomerang a few years back. I now live in constant fear. 
 

 My wife accused me of being immature. I told her to get out of my fort. 
 

 You don’t need a parachute to go skydiving. You need a parachute to 

go skydiving twice. 
 

 Parallel lines have so much in common. Pity they’ll never meet. 
 

 My grandfather has the heart of a lion and a life-long ban at the zoo. 
 

 You’re not totally useless, you can always serve as a bad example. 
 

 I broke my finger last week. On the other hand, I am okay. 
 

 Apparently, someone in London gets stabbed every 52 seconds. Poor 

devil. 
 

 I tried to catch fog yesterday. Mist. 
 

 Working in a mirror factory is something I can see myself doing. 
 

 What do you call a dog with no legs. It doesn’t matter because it won’t 

come anyway. 
 

 I, for one, like Roman numerals 
 

 I have a step ladder because my real ladder left when I was a kid. 
 

 My friend gave me his Epi-pen as he was dying. It seemed very important 

to him that I have it. 

 You know what they say about cliffhangers …………… 

 What’s green and fuzzy, and if it fell out of a tree it would kill you? A       

billiard table. 

 You can never lose a homing pigeon -  if your homing pigeon doesn’t 

come back, what you’ve lost is a pigeon. 

 A skeleton walks into a bar. The bartender says, “What’ll you have?” The 

skeleton says, “Gimme a beer and a mop.”  

 Two hunters are out in the woods when one of them collapses. He’s not 

breathing and his eyes are glazed. The other guy whips out his cell phone 

and calls 000. 

 “I think my friend is dead!” he yells. “What can I do?” 

 The operator says, “Calm down. First, let’s make sure he’s dead.” 

 There’s a silence, then a shot. Back on the phone, the guy says, “OK, now 

 what?” 
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 BASIC WELSH WORDSEARCH 

L G L Z D K D H C T W C A Q F K 

L L B M D L A E C A W S D Y W B 

Y A O Y R B L N K A J X D N J W 

N W P N A A W F I Q R I H E N Y 

Q J R Y G T G B C E W U T W E T 

F I Y D A Y A R O M A C I Y W Y 

O E N D R B F I E U F I A D A T 

S C H F I Z O A D N L N W D L P 

E H A K A P N R R A Y I S L L O 

O Y W A D S O N E C W O O B G P 

R D N M B B X R Y D H D N I I R 

C D D E A A W M C Q A I C E L Y 

E A A N F E R S F Z P O A B O D 

G J D N A U X A C A W L F D D J 

I F A I L L Y F R K Y C F U A Z 

N Q R N A D H C E R B H I W N U 

AFON    river 

AFAL    apple 

ADAR    birds 

BRECHDAN    sandwich 

BWS    bus 

BEIBL    bible 

BWYTY    restaurant 

BWYD    food 

BABI     baby 

BARA    bread 

BORE DA    good morning 

CYMRU    Wales 

CWTCH    hug 

CAWS    cheese 

COED     tree 

CINIO     lunch 

CAWL    soup 

CAFFI    café 

CANU     sing 

CEGIN    kitchen 

CARU    love 

CROESO    welcome 

DIOLCH    thank you 

DUW    God 

GLAW     rain 

GARDD     garden 

GARIAD my sweetheart 

GWLAD    country 

HEN    old 

HIR     long 

HWYL FAWR    goodbye 

IECHYD DA     cheers 

LLYFR     book 
LLONGYFARCHIADAU 

congratulations 

LLYN    lake 

MYNYDD      mountain 

MOR   sea 

MENNIN    butter 
NADOLIG LLAWEN 

Merry Christmas 

NEWYDD    new 

NOS DA    goodnight 
NOSWAITH DDA  

Good afternoon 

OER      cold 

PORC     pork 

POBL     people 

PWY     who 

POPTY      oven 

PRYD      meal 
PRYNHAWN DA  

 good afternoon 

SHW MAE  how are you 

TABL     table 

TY     house 

TAID      grandfather 
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CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION 

Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes   0405 146 544 

Rev. Sara Villarreal Bishop  0424 880 694 

Mr. Peter Whitefield            0402 030 360 

MINISTRY TEAM 

BOARD OF ELDERS 

Church Secretary 
 

Mrs. Christine Boomsma 9758 6997 
 

Treasurer 
 

Mr. Wayne Gardiner       9558 2149 
 

Assistant Treasurer 
 

Mr. Darren Gardiner  041 297 0509 
 

Elders:  
  

Mrs. Bronwen     

Holding     

9762 3830 
 

Mr. David Rees              

9416 1484 

CHURCH OFFICE 
Administrative Assistant: 
 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

 

Website:     

Melbournewelshchurch.  

com.au 

 

Twitter:        

http:/twitter.com/

melbwelshchurch\ 

 

‘Melbourne Welsh Church’ 

on Facebook search bar.  

 

Blog: 

Email: 

melbwelshchurch@ 

bigpond.com 

DIVINE WORSHIP 
11:00am  
 

WELSH SERVICES 
Second and last Sunday of each 

month at 2:30pm. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
First Sunday of each month and as 

advertised. 
 

JUNIOR CHURCH 
Vi Minecraft 
 

GYMANFA GANU 
March and August 

Mr. Fred Boomsma 9329 5139 

    or 9758 6997 

The Welsh Church office hours will 

be adjusted in respect of the                

Corona Virus 
 

Church caretakers: 
 

Maureen and Willie Ow      9329 6961 

 

Church Organist: 
 

Ms. Wendy Couch     9813 2675 

Deacons: 
 

Mr. Geraint 

Griffiths 

9877 7282 
 

Mr. Michael 

Min Fa 

0411 027 478 

melbournewelshchurch. 

blogspot.com.au 


