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CHURCH SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES
SUNDAY SERVICES

Fellowship
Group

MARCH 3
11:00am

English

Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes
Communion
Junior Church

3:00pm

St. David’s Day Gymanfa Ganu

Evening bible
study

11:00am

English

Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes
Junior Church

2:30pm

Welsh

Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes

March 12
10 / 331 Orrong Rd.
St.Kilda
7:00pm

English

Mr. Zak Hanyn
Junior Church

MARCH 10

MARCH 17
11:00am

Bupa Caulfield
services

MARCH 24

11:00am

English

Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes
Junior Church

MARCH 31
11:00am
2:30pm

English
Welsh

Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes
Junior Church
Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes

Prayer list
Please remember the
following in your prayers:
Alan Morris, Lyn Platt, John Rees,
Wilma Lomax, Loris Williams
Remember all the sick, sad, scared,
hungry and lonely in our
community and beyond.

March 13th & 27th
312 La Trobe St.
10:00am

March 4 at 11:00am
March 18 at 2:00pm
349 North Rd
Caulfield

MID-WEEK
SERVICE
March 12
12:00pm

March anniversaries
Congratulations to all couples celebrating
their wedding anniversary in March,
including:

Bronwen & Paul Warburton on the 8th
Bronwen & Christopher Holding on the 17th

Rhiannon and Allan McKenzie on the 28th
Sally and Will Owen on the 31st

CHURCH SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES
march birthdays
Best wishes and congratulations to :
2nd
4th

Betty Newlands
Joy Joy
Rhiannon McKenzie
6th Susan Evans
13th Janet Jenkins

14th Jonathon Melland
17th Myfi Rees
20th Kirsten Gardiner
Robert Murray
Peter Whitefield

MORNING TEA
Morning tea is offered each
Sunday following the
11:00am service.
Assistance is always sought
to prepare, serve and
clean up.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
Our 2019 endeavour begins in earnest this month
with our very first working bee for the year. In
2018 we managed to deliver over 250 Christmas
boxes to Samaritans Purse for distribution to
underprivileged children around the world. What
can we do this year?
Working bee date:

March 19 from 10:00am

Volunteers: It would be great to see some new
faces
Initial needs: empty shoe boxes
Clothing and underwear: all children’s sizes
Small toys:

21st
25th
27th
30th

Luke Min Fa
Lenny Ow 50!
Robin Salisbury
Morgan Chainey
Gwyneth Rogers

Mistakes
When my hopes fade

And my dreams die.
And I find no answer
By asking why.
I just keep on trusting
And hang on to my faith.
Because God is just
He never makes mistakes.
Should the storms come
And trials I must face.
When I find no solution
I rest in God's grace.
When life seems unfair
And more than I can take.
I look up to the Father
He never makes mistakes.
God sees our struggles
And every bend in the road.
But no mistake is ever made
Cause He weighs every load.
-Lenora McWhorter

yoyos, cars, skipping ropes, soft toys, etc

Personal hygiene items - combs, soap, toothbrushes
Stationery: pencils, crayons, pads, rulers, erasers, sharpeners etc
Monitory donations: always handy to buy items not donated
but needed

sion’s MEssAGE
Dear friends,
Some of you may know I’ve joined a choir. I’m a member of Excelsis,
the choir that sings at church every month. Excelsis has just toured the
Philippines and I was honoured to go with them.
Why did we go?
Firstly we are a choir and so we went to sing, and sing we did! In
churches, cathedrals, cafes, karaoke bars, clubs, houses, on the street, in nursing
homes, schools, basketball courts, orphanages, theme parks, - you name it and we
sang in it. We also sang at Masses. Excelsis is (primarily) a Catholic choir and every
week they sing Mass at various churches around Melbourne. So it stands to reason that
one of the main things we did was go to various (beautiful) churches around the Philippines and sing Mass. It was a great experience to see how worship is done in another
country, another language and another culture.
We did concerts too - they were the big ticket items of the tour. We got dressed up and
sang to huge crowds ( and small ones). In in Magallanes, in Manila Cathedral, in Lucena,
and in Sariaya. All of them were BIG concerts for different reasons; and all of them were
great fun. We sang a some Filipino songs which always went down well. They were
crowd pleasers but there were some in the choir who didn’t find them so pleasing
(because they were very difficult to sing). We also sang with two other choirs for three of
these concerts and that was an amazing experience. Not only where they very good
singers but they were also lovely people who found every way they could to make us feel
welcome. They also helped the basses sing the Filipino songs as, being honest, some of
us struggled a bit!!
Then there was the random sing songs as well- in cafes, restaurants, on the street, at
parties, in a karaoke bar, at a theme park and taking over the stage from a live band in a
nightclub! They were the fun, unexpected sing songs that, for me stand out as very memorable moments. They were times of friendship and togetherness that just happen and
they bring people closer together.
All of these things were amazing; memorable; special; unique but they weren’t what the
trip became about for me. For me, and I’m sure for most, if not all of the touring party, the
highpoint were the times we met the people. Yes the concerts were great, the Masses
special and the sing songs fun but when we went to a school, or a nursing home, an
orphanage, people’s homes, sharing time with a family or a centre for children with
disabilities that’s when, for me, the tour really became something well worth doing and
incredibly special and memorable.

We went to places that tourists do not see. Caritas in Manila is a prime example. We
went there on the first day and were greeted by cheering groups of children and by an
amazing spread of food. Most of these children had a disability but they were all happy
and smiling and it was lovely to spend a few minutes in there company. Their carers
were amazing and lived up to the job description. Another highpoint was the children we
met at an orphanage - such a happy group who surrounded many of the choristers and
just wanted a selfie with some of the younger members of the group. Then there was a
school in, what was described to me as, one of the less well maintained parts of Manila.
The children there were amazing!! Again so happy to see us and eager to hear us sing
and then meet us afterwards.
Cardinal Sin’s Welcome Home for retired Priests will always have a place in my heart.
Even if it is just for the name. Again, delight at us being there.

The Missionaries of the Poor was the place that will stay with me - that place was utterly
mind-blowing. The good work that is being done in God’s name is indescribable. I’m sure
I was not the only one who had tears in his eyes as we left. And not tears of sadness,
ones of joy at the love, compassion and grace that abounds in all these places.
Everywhere we went we saw proof of God at work - in the lives and ways of so many
different people. We sang a song there called Joshua about the Joshua from the Old
Testament and the collapse of the Walls of Jericho. At the end we found out that this boy
was called Joshua and his brother was called Jericho. You should have seen the smiles they were sure we had sung about them!!
To see God so actively at work wherever we went was a both a revelation and a joy and
the trip is something that will stay with me forever, my thanks go to all those who
organised the tour and all my fellow choristers that made me so welcome.
I’ll put in a couple of photos of the trip next month.
Yours, in his service,
Siôn

pEtEr’s MEssAGE
Part of our Sunday service is including our
children and young people. On this particular
Sunday it was my turn. So I got to thinking,
what is a practical way to include active
participation.
SO…it was decided I would involve my
enjoyment of motorcycle riding. I explained
that part of learning through Bible stories, is
about preparing us for life, and just as in life
prepare myself for riding.

I

A motorcycle version, if you like, explaining
the armour of God. Tom was an eager, willing and fantastic
participant. Helmet, jacket, boots and gloves, all serving a purpose
for preparation for the journey.
The Whole Armor of God
10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in
the strength of his power. 11 Put on the whole armor of God,
so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12 For our struggle is not against enemies of blood and
flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against
the cosmic powers of this present darkness, against the
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take
up the whole armor of God, so that you may be able to withstand on that evil day, and having done everything, to stand
firm. 14 Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around
your waist, and put on the breastplate of
righteousness. 15 As shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you ready to
proclaim
the gospel of peace. 16 With all of these, take the shield of faith, with which you will be
able to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17 Take the helmet of salvation,
and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

MELBOURNE WELSH CHURCH

2019 ST. DAVID’S DAY
GYMANFA GANU

MARCH 3 - 3:00PM
ST MICHAEL’S UNITING CHURCH
Cnr. Collins and Russell Streets, Melbourne
FEATURING OUR SPECIAL GUEST FROM WALES:

ANDREW P. JENKINS - 2018 National Eisteddfod
of Wales Blue Riband winner
TOGETHER WITH

HUW JONES - renowned harpist
And the combined voices of 6 local choirs

Don’t miss this wonderful afternoon

NEWS FROM THE PEWS

Your Intrepid Reporter Medi Jones- Roberts 9758-0014

The following from Church organist Wendy Couch unfortunately just
missed the deadline for the December issue of The Dawn - but details of the lady's latest escapade are well worth including here.
Wendy flew to Guatemala on December 8 to study Spanish once
again at the Tecun Uman Spanish School in Antigua for two weeks .
She studied with the same teacher (Carolina) and stayed with the
same couple (Mary and Salva ) who hosted her four years ago so it
was wonderful for Wendy to enjoy their hospitality once again.
Antigua is a beautiful, historic city surrounded by spectacular scenery including three active
volcanoes. It has many ancient churches where special religious ceremonies take place
leading up to Christmas. There were also lots of fireworks around the town at that time.
On December 22 Wendy flew north to San Francisco to spend Christmas with her dear
friend Barbara, who was her room mate when both attended University in San Jose,
California. The pair have been friends for 33 years and have been fortunate to meet up on
many occasions in several different countries during this time. The last time was in Berlin
last September, when Barbara ran in the Berlin marathon.
The festive season saw church members scatter hither and thither. Geraldine Affley once
again visited family members in Sydney and also hosted grand daughter Scarlet from the
harbour city at her Mount Waverley home. Wayne and Adele Gardiner went to the USA
spending New Year in New York. Christine and Fred Boomsma enjoyed time in their
caravan at Cowes, Phillip Island where son Sion, his wife Lexi. and grandson Oliver aged
two, were neighbours in their own caravan. The undersigned and his lady drove to
Canberra for a week to inspect their daughter Leanne, her husband Adrian and their cute
little dog's new home at Forrest. Adrian was appointed Deputy headmaster of Radford
College in the Capital last July.
Long time Church stalwart Diana Gardiner sustained a bad fall when leaving her
hairdressers on February 9. Several of the lady's teeth were damaged resulting in repairs to
at least two front teeth. Me thinks there's a song about that !!.
I understand that another church stalwart has moved into Aged Care Facilities. We wish
Loris Williams well as she settles into her new surroundings at Hansworth, Mulgrave.
Heard this gem on Radio Eastern FM 98.1's Friday afternoon Gardening Show on February
15. Successful gardening comes from implementing the Five 'P's. - Prior Preparation
Prevents Poor Performance! That gem could relate to many other scenarios.
Recent visitors to our wonderful church have included - Brian Knowles, Hobart, in town for
a Supertramp Concert; Paul Brooks, here for 11 days from Middleborough in the United
Kingdom. Nola and Robin on a return visit from suburban Templestowe. Retired United
States Air Force Chaplain Danny Riggs and his wife Gretchen from beautiful Seattle,
Washington State, U.S.A. were at the morning service in February 17. The couple had been
to Sydney and left the following day for Alice Springs on their way to the Atherton
Tablelands, North Queensland.
In conclusion I must draw your attention dear reader to stellar service Pastor Tony Williams
renders at the Bupa Aged Care Facility, Caulfield, leading a Communion Service twice a
month for around 30 residents, one of whom Jean Collins, is fast approaching 103. This
Church outreach began many years ago when Welsh Church Legend, the late Robert
Gardiner was in residence. Diana, Rob's widow, sings there with the Church Grwp Canu.

2019 st. DAViD’s DAy CElEBrAtions


March 1

St. David’s Day Flag Raising service at
the Welsh Church followed by a lunch



March 1

Victoria Welsh Choir Concert at
Melb. Recital Centre at 7:30pm



March 2

Melbourne Welsh Male Choir Concert
at M.L.C. Kew at 7:30pm

March 3



The Melbourne Welsh Church
Annual St. David’s Day
Gymanfa Ganu
3:00pm at St. Michael’s on Collins
What a full program of wonderful events!

ChristinE’s CulinAry CornEr
Hi there,
This month I have a delicious date loaf recipe passed on to me by
my son’s partner, Marnie.
Have a go, it’s lovely.
MARNIE’S DATE LOAF









60g butter
1 cup boiling water
1 cup cut dates
¾ cup brown sugar
½ cup chopped walnuts
2 cups SR flour
pinch of nutmeg, cinnamon
and ginger
1 tsp. bicarb

1.
2.
3.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Hwyl fawr,
Christine

Pre-heat oven to 180°
Line a loaf tin
Pour water over butter, dates
and sugar
Stir until butter is melted and allow to cool
Sift flour, bicarb and spices
Add date mix, walnuts and stir to combine
Pour mixture in the prepared loaf tin
Turn oven down to 160° and bake for around
1 hour or until skewer comes out clean

DAFFODIL MAKING
A group of ladies from our congregation got
together once more to make felt daffodil brooches
to sell at our St. David’s Day celebrations.
The money raised through the sale of these
brooches goes to the Cancer Council Victoria for
their research into cancer.
Thank you ladies….you’re all wonderful!

2019 annual church picnic
A beautiful mild summer’s day made for
a delightful Church picnic at the Elwood
Sailing Club.
The venue with large windows and
balcony overlooking beautiful Port Philip
Bay was again simply perfect.
There’s always a buzz by the Sailing
club rooms with people strolling, walking
their dogs, roller blading, cycling, playing
beach cricket and volleyball as well as
swimming.
The large group from our congregation
enjoyed the brief service lead by Sion and Zak before tucking into their lunch. Many
then hit the water for fun and
games, with others going for a
stroll. What a wonderful day of fun
and fellowship.
Thanks go to all who helped in any
way to make the picnic such a
success.

THE CHURCH SIGN RECENTLY

Church front garden
renovations
The alterations to our front garden are now
all but complete. The new lines of the
paving allows for cars to drive through the
space and exit forwards more safely onto
busy La Trobe St.
With the extreme heat experienced of late,
planting has been postponed for the time
being to ensure the trees and shrubs
selected will have the best chance to thrive.
We thank John Doré for taking on the heavy challenge of arranging and overseeing the
works. Well done. We’re sure the new driveway will be very much appreciated.

Australiana
1. Each and every part of Australia is within a distance of 1000km from ocean or a
2.
3.
4.
5.

6.
7.
8.

beach.
30,028 square km of land is under cattle ranch. This area size is almost the same
as that of the whole Belgium.
People of Queensland in Australia are called "Banana Benders", and "Sand
Gropers" is the name given to the people from Western Australia.
There are nearly 25,000,000 people in Australia, of which approximately 80% live
in cities next to the sea.
Australia has, probably, the lowest population density of any country in the world,
ie, 2 people per square km. Japan has 327 people/sqkm
The area of Australia that is covered by snow in winter is larger than the area of
Switzerland.
70% of the world's wool comes from Australia. We have over 126,000,000 sheep,
which use fully half the continent for grazing.
The longest fence in the world is in Australia, and it runs for over 5,530kms. It's
designed to keep dingoes away from the sheep.

The first day of school our professor introduced himself and challenged us to get to
know someone we didn't already know. I stood up to look around when a gentle hand
touched my shoulder. I turned around to find a wrinkled, little old lady beaming up at
me with a smile that lit up her entire being..
She said, 'Hi handsome. My name is Rose.. I'm eighty-seven years old. Can I give you a
hug?'
I laughed and enthusiastically responded, 'Of course you may!' and she gave me a giant
squeeze..
'Why are you in college at such a young, innocent age?' I asked.
She jokingly replied, 'I'm here to meet a rich husband, get married, and have a couple
of kids...'
'No seriously,' I asked. I was curious what may have motivated her to be taking on this
challenge at her age.
'I always dreamed of having a college education and now I'm getting one!' she told
me.
After class we walked to the student union building and shared a chocolate milkshake.
We became instant friends. Every day for the next three months we would leave class
together and talk nonstop. I was always mesmerized listening to this 'time machine' as
she shared her wisdom and experience with me..
Over the course of the year, Rose became a campus icon and she easily made friends
wherever she went. She loved to dress up and she revelled in the attention bestowed
upon her from the other students. She was living it up.
At the end of the semester we invited Rose to speak at our football banquet. I'll never
forget what she taught us. She was introduced and stepped up to the podium. As she
began to deliver her prepared speech, she dropped her three by five cards on the floor.
Frustrated and a little embarrassed she leaned into the microphone and simply said,
'I'm sorry I'm so jittery. I gave up beer for Lent and this whiskey is killing me! I'll never
get my speech back in order so let me just tell you what I know.'
As we laughed she cleared her throat and began,
'We do not stop playing because we are old; we grow old because we stop playing.
There are only four secrets to staying young, being happy, and achieving success. You
have to laugh and find humour every day. You've got to have a dream. When you lose
your dreams, you die. We have so many people walking around who are dead and don't
even know it! There is a huge difference between growing older and growing up.
If you are nineteen years old and lie in bed for one full year and don't do one productive thing, you will turn twenty years old. If I am eighty-seven years old and stay in bed
for a year and never do anything I will turn eighty-eight. Anybody can grow older. That
doesn't take any talent or ability. The idea is to grow up by always finding opportunity
in change. Have no regrets.
The elderly usually don't have regrets for what we did, but rather for things we did not
do. The only people who fear death are those with regrets..'
She concluded her speech by courageously singing 'The Rose.'
She challenged each of us to study the lyrics and live them out in our daily lives. At the
year's end Rose finished the college degree she had begun all those months ago.
One week after graduation Rose died peacefully in her sleep.
Over two thousand college students attended her funeral in tribute to the wonderful
woman who taught by example that it's never too late to be all you can possibly be.

JUST FOR FUN
THINGS TO PONDER
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

If the No. 2 pencil is the most popular,
then why is it still No. 2 ?
Why do we press harder on the remote
control when we know the batteries are
getting weak ?
Why are you ‘in’ movies, but ‘on’ TV ?
What was the best thing BEFORE sliced
bread ?
Why do ‘fat chance’ and ‘slim chance’
mean the same thing ?
At a movie theatre, which arm rest is
yours ?
When does it stop being partly cloudy
and start becoming partly sunny ?
When French people use bad language,
do they say ‘ Pardon my English’ ?

Smartest people in the world
A doctor, a lawyer, a little boy and a priest
were out for a Sunday afternoon flight on a
small private plane. Suddenly, the plane
developed engine trouble. In spite of the best
efforts of the pilot, the plane started to go
down. Finally, the pilot grabbed a parachute,
yelled to the passengers that they had better
jump, and then he bailed out.
Unfortunately, there were only three
parachutes remaining. The doctor grabbed one
and said "I'm a doctor, I save lives, so I must
live," and jumped out.
The lawyer then said, "I'm a lawyer and
lawyers are the smartest people in the world. I
deserve to live." He also grabbed a parachute
and jumped.
The priest looked at the little boy and said,
"My son, I've lived a long and full life. You are
young and have your whole life ahead of you.
Take the last parachute and live in peace."
The little boy handed the parachute back to
the priest and said, "Not to worry, Father. The
'smartest man in the world' just took off with
my back pack."







hMMM…..

If walking is good for health, the
postman would be immortal.
A whale swims all day, only eats
fish, only drinks water and is fat.
A rabbit only eats vegetables,
runs and hops all day and yet
only lives for 5 years.
A tortoise doesn’t run and does
nothing energetic, yet it lives for
450 years.

And you tell me to exercise! I don’t
think so.

smiling
Smiling is infectious
You catch it like the flu
When someone smiled at me today
I started smiling too
I walked around the corner
And someone saw me grin
When he smiled I realised
I had passed it on to him

I thought about the smile
And then realised its worth
A single smile like mine
Could ravel round the earth
So if you feel a smile begin
Don’t leave it undetected
Start an epidemic
And get the world infected

By Spike Milligan
A kindergarten teacher was walking
around her classroom while her
students drew pictures. One little girl
was scribbling so intently that the
teacher asked what she was drawing.
The little girl replied, “I’m drawing a
picture of Jesus.” The teacher said,
“Oh honey, nobody really knows for
sure what Jesus looked like.” The little
girl, without missing a beat,
responded, “They will in a minute.”

For the juniors

COLOUR IN
AFRAID
BOAT

DIED DOWN
DOUBT
GHOST
JESUS

MOUNTAIN SIDE
PRAY
WALKS
WIND

BIBLE
CHRISTIAN
DISCIPLES
FAITH

IT IS I
MIRACLE
PETER
SON OF GOD

WATER

CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION
Ministry team
Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes

0405 146 544

Presence Ministry
- Mr. Peter Whitefield

0402 030 360

Board of elders
Church Secretary
Mrs. Christine Boomsma

9758 6997

Treasurer
Mr. Wayne Gardiner

9558 2149

Assistant Treasurer
Mr. Darren Gardiner

041 297 0509

Elders:

Deacons:

Mr. John Doré
9457 2567

Mr. Geraint
Griffiths
9877 7282

Mrs. Bronwen Holding
9762 3830
Mr. David Rees
9416 1484

Mr. Michael
Min Fa
0411 027 478

The Welsh Church office hours are:
8:45am to 2:45pm
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday
Administrative Assistant:
Mr. Fred Boomsma
9329 5139
Church caretaker / hall hire

Youth Leader
Mr. Zak Hanyn

Website:
melbournewelshchurch.com.au
Twitter:
http:/twitter.com/
melbwelshchurch\
‘Melbourne Welsh Church’ on
Facebook search bar.
Blog:
melbournewelshchurch.
blogspot.com.au

DIVINE WORSHIP
WELSH SERVICES

Second and last Sunday of each
month at 2:30pm.

HOLY COMMUNION

First Sunday of each month and as
advertised.

JUNIOR CHURCH

9329 6961

Every Sunday during the morning
Service.

9813 2675

GYMANFA GANU

Church Organist
Ms. Wendy Couch

Email:
melbwelshchurch@
bigpond.com

11:00am

CHURCH office

Ms. Lyn Rowlands

Social media

March and August

0433 717 590

