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The Magazine of the Melbourne Welsh 

B
ib

le
 S

tu
dy Our weekly Zoom Bible Study / fellowship sessions are held each 

Wednesday morning at 10:00 am  

Please contact the office for information to join the Zoom Room. 

SERVICES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

SUNDAY SERVICES

June 6 
11:00am English   Rev. Sara 
11:00am Shrine of Remembrance  Rev. Siôn 

June 13 
11:00am English Rev. Siôn 
2:00pm Welsh  Rev. Siôn 

June 20 
11:00am English Rev. Sara 

June 27 
11:00am English Rev Siôn 
2:00pm Welsh  Rev Siôn 

And please 
remember all the 
sick, sad, scared, 
hungry, lonely 
and vulnerable in 
our community 
and beyond at this 
particularly 
anxious time.

Currently all services from the Melbourne Welsh 
Church will be on site, live on Youtube and also 
via Facebook and on our website. 
Please check in on our Facebook page and on our 
website for regular updates. 
Please contact either Rev. Siôn or Rev. Sara if 
you’re experiencing difficulty logging in to our 
services.
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COMMUNITY

Birthdays 

Wayne  G. 

Lloyd B. 

Duncan G. 

Catrin G. 

Olivia S. 

June E. 

Bradley W. 

Eleri L. 

Debbie I. 

Jane G. 

Anne M. 

Ruth W. 

Anniveraries 

Debbie and Mark Gardiner 

Jane and Geraint Griffiths 

Due to a variety of circumstances, we must
ask our recipients to please specify how they

wish to continue to receive the Dawn. 

Opt In

To: Dawn Recipents From: Melbourne Welsh Church

The Dawn will continue to go onto www.melbwelshchurch.com.au 

Pr
ay

er Please remember the following in your prayers: 
Dorothy T.; Joyce O.; Alan M.;Glenys S.; Ed C.; Monica L.; Judy J.;      
Val R.; Mac H.; John R.; Loris W.; Gail R.; John L.; Gwendolyn C.; 
Darren M. And Wilma L. 
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BOOKCLUB MALLACOOTA 
WEEKEND

A group of 11 members of the church bookclub and some friends made the 500+ 
km drive to Mallacoota for a 4 day weekend visit. The book 'Mallacoota Burning' 
had been discussed recently and one of the bookclub members actually lives in 
Mallacoota and lived through the fire horrors the small township experienced last 
year. The isolation of this most eastern town in Victoria and it only having one 
road in was quite chilling as we drove through miles of burned out forest. The 
township, however, remains a most glorious and beautiful place with, wonderful 
sea vistas and friendly, easy going residents trying valiantly to get on with their 
lives following the trauma they experienced. A big thank you goes to Soo who was 
our lovely guide around her home town. 
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SIÔN’S MESSAGE

Dear Friends, 

On June 6th 1944 Operation Neptune began with 156,000 soldiers and 195,700 
sailors taking part in what has become known as D-Day or the Normandy 
Landings, the largest seaborne invasion in history. It was the first part of 
Operation Overlord, the invasion of mainland Europe leading to the eventual 
victory of the Allied forces. 

Seventy seven years after that day there are only a few veterans left but there are many who still 
commemorate the day.  

It has been my privilege to have known some of the veterans of D-Day. Old men, when I met them, 
but they were not always old. As young men, (some of them as young as 16 or 17), these men served 
on ships, flew in aircraft or ran onto those, now famous, beaches. With bravery that we cannot 
comprehend, these men and women faced the might of the Nazi war-machine head on and drove it 
back from whence it had come to its eventual defeat.  

Each was just one person, a very tiny part of a greater thing, but together these veterans stood for 
what they believed was right against the worst evil ay of them had ever seen. 

As most of you will know I am the Padre for the Normandy Veterans Association (South East 
Branch). It is my honour and privilege to have known these men and to lead their services every year. 

For over 15 years I have led these services, seen the number of veterans dwindle but the numbers who 
come to remember them grow every year. This year June 6th is on a Sunday and (if COVID 
restrictions allow) the annual D-Day Service will be held at 11am on the forecourt of the Shrine of 
Remembrance. There will be many people taking part including the consul generals of Britain and 
France, and in recent years the Consul General of the United States of America has joined us; we will 
also have the HMAS Cerberus Naval Band and the Shrine Honour Guard, as well as various 
politicians and other dignitaries. But the service is always about the veterans, they are why we gather 
and hold our service, to remember them and their bravery and sacrifice. 

We always a wonderful time together and I encourage anyone from our congregation who wishes to 
come and join us, all are welcome. We gather around 10:30 for an 11am start in rain or shine.  

It is always wonderful to see the Normandy Veterans Association at the Melbourne Welsh Church 
when they join us for the ANZAC Day and the Remembrance Sunday services and I know they would 
appreciate us joining them for their major commemoration on June 6th.  

Lest we forget. 

Yours, in his service, 
Siôn.



6SARA’S MESSAGE

SSVB June 2021 Dawn


During the shut down, we had a regularly meeting Zoom Bookclub.  One of the books 
that we read, on a member’s recommendation, was The Day Mallacoota Turned Red.  (I’ll 
put the link at the end).  Somewhere in there, there was the statement that the one thing 
that we can do, to help, is to support their economy.  Our fearless leader, Siôn, suggested 
that we go, as a group, to Mallacoota and support the local economy.


A bookclub meeting was designated to plan it.  Accomodation arrangements were 
organised, which was no mean feat because a lot of accomodation is no longer available 
there (shout out to Shady Gully Caravan Park cabins).  And we set forth, after remarkably 
little delay and perhaps less planning, in four vehicles, for twelve people (it makes sense 
when I tell you that Siôn went ahead to make sure all was ready and so he could nap 
before we invaded).  


If I were being entirely honest, I would say that we supported the economy primarily on 
our tummies.  We ate a LOT of food, and made sure to do so in as many places as we 
could.  The first night was fish and chips and apparently we were so hungry that opening 
all the newsprint on the table was sufficient and everyone tucked in.  Breakfasts were had 
in our cabins.  One of our party had to stay with our local friend and guide (the one who 
suggested the book lived in Mallacoota!) because no dogs were allowed in the cabins.  
Lunch was at Cafe 54, dinner was at the hotel and I can attest to the sticky date pudding 
being fantabulous.  Sunday lunch was at a eatery called Lucy’s, locally famous and 
delicious and wonderful and that evening we gathered at the Golf club, which had even 
BETTER sticky date pudding! 


We shared Sunday worship at St. Peter’s Co-operating Church, a Uniting and Anglican, 
called the Co-operating Parish of Croajingolong.  The message of Pentecost is 
particularly humbling when it is framed by a message from the Anglican Bishop of the 
Gippsland Diocese preaching on renewal, on being, doing, and becoming who they hope 
to become.  Mallacoota is a place of resilience (which I am certain they are tired of 
hearing), renewal and reconciliation - the reconciliation being many things but in part, a 
coming to terms with the cost of the decisions made in the far past, near past and for 
their future.  


The fires have left visible scars, the blackened tree trunks and empty lots that still have 
ash tornados swirling and the new houses rebuilt and road being repaved is beautiful and 
awful, something to wonder at, and something to make you weep.  We are reminded that 
we are only as well off as the least of us.  ’Helping’ by spending our money in Op Shops 
(two) and Sue’s Bribes and the Bookstore Out Back was a small thing, but it was 
something done in love.   Go forth and love abundantly!  It helps! 


https://www.mallacootafundraisinggroup.com.au/thedaymallacootaturnedred.html for the 
book
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PETER’S MESSAGE

Whenever I look in the mirror 
I find it’s me who is there, 
Wearing identical clothing 
And staring straight into my stare. 

I’ve tried creeping up without warning 
And peeking from the outside frame. 
But whatever I look like that day 
Looks back-and it’s exactly the same. 

I think, I can trick my reflection 
And glimpse someone famous or rich? 
A model or maybe a film star, 
I really don’t mind what or which. 

Yet it’s me who gets in the picture, 
Always me in glass gazing out; 
Sleepy, untidy or grumpy. 
But me. Absolutely. No doubt. 

Just as we have borne the image of the person of dust, we shall also bear the 
image of the person of heaven. (From the Bible) 

The Mirror: Steve Turner:2002 
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Hi there, 

Slow cooked dishes have become increasingly more popular in 
recent years. Handy and delicious, many of us have been 
converted.


SLOW COOKED PORK ROAST


Meat:

A piece of leg or shoulder pork that will fit in your slow cooker


Rub:

2 tsp paprika	  	 1 tsp garlic powder	 

1 tsp onion powder	 ½ tsp cayenne pepper	
½ tsp pepper	 	 2 tsp salt	 


Sauce:

¾ cup honey	 	 125g unsalted butter		
5 cloves of garlic – minced	¼ cup cider vinegar	
½ tsp salt	½ tsp pepper	 	 3tsp cornflour


1.Rub the pork with a little oil
2.Mix all the rub ingredients together and pat over the pork.
3.Heat a tsp of oil in a large frying pan over medium heat.
4.Add the pork and sear all sides until deep golden brown -
but do not allow the spices to burn.
5.Place the pork into the slow cooker.
6.Wipe out the frying pan before adding the butter to melt, and
then add the garlic, and cook for 1 minute.
7.Add the remaining sauce ingredients, mix and simmer for 30
seconds.
8.Pour the sauce over the pork in the slow cooker and cover.
9.Cook on low for up to 10 hours.
10.Remove and flake the meat to serve.
11.If you wish to use the sauce, pour all into a large saucepan.
Mix the cornflower in a small amount of water and add.
Simmer for 5 minutes until a syrupy consistency.

Enjoy.

Hwyl fawr

Christine


CHRISTINE’S CULINARY CORNER
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I'm penning  this edition of NFTP as a contingent from our wonderful Church are 
enjoying a few days at the isolated and recently bushfire ravaged tourist settlement 
of Mallacoota in Far East Gippsland. 

Janet and I stayed briefly at the delightful spot several years ago , but many years 
before that my then very young son Andrew, (now 62) had his head on my lap 
snoozing, as we approached the Genoa turn off  to Gypsy Point and Mallacoota. A 
small kangaroo committed suicide by leaping in front of our car., which meant that  
I had to drag the body off the highway.  And later in the week while fishing off the 
Betga River bridge, a young lass angling nearby abandoned her tackle to join her 
father  to walk along the bank. But hark, there was a clatter as her tackle 
disappeared off the deck  into 'the drink'. She had  

left the drag (brake) on the reel!! Fortunately, I was able to retrieve her tackle by 
snagging it with my outfit. Then a surprise - up came a lovely bream which had 
caused the commotion by taking the bait on the  lass' outfit. 

Now - 'You're never fully dressed without a smile'. from the movie 'Annie.' Wales 
has featured on a couple of TV screenings we've been able to watch lately. -' 
Bargain Hunt 'on May 21  and from Newport on  'Escape to the Country ' , the 
following evening. 

And I have to let you know that we have an addition to our family. He's a puppy - a 
cross between a miniature poodle and  a bichion frieze and highly intelligent., 
white with cute tan years. Monty has been with us in Church on three occasions in 
his carrier not making a sound, but much admired post service as we enjoyed our' 
cuppa in the church forecourt.   

The Grwp Canu (Singing Group) is back in action  with resident and regular 
volunteer  Dilys Greenacre having organised our first visit since the 'lock down' at 
the Strathallan Aged Care facility in Macleod on Wednesday, May 26. They had 
previously practised the Mount Waverley home of the group's director/pianist 
Geraldine Affley. 

Last month I concluded this epistle with the Welsh phrase ''Tan Y Tro Nesaf', (Until 
Next Time) It is one of several welsh phrases that a cousin of mine at Rhiwbeina, 
Cardiff, De Cymru, has been coaching Janet with  during our periodic 'phone calls. 
So, as I did last month I'll conclude with 'Tan Y Tro Nesaf'. Your Intrepid Reporter 
- Medi Jones-Roberts

NEWS FROM THE PEWS
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SIGNS
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“This graphic represents nine milestones 
that mark a young person’s faith journey: 
baptism, starting school, receiving a 
Bible, first communion, finishing 
elementary school, youth service project, 
Confirmation, driver’s license, and high 
school graduation.”    (courtesy 
www.stevethomason.net  Milestones on 
a Young Person’s Faith Journey) 

There’s something subtle and 
incredibly important in this map.  
It isn’t the fact this journey is over-
simplified; because people may 
not move through these in order. 

It isn’t that we can tick these steps off and be done.  But if we do follow the life of a 
child, we start with our birth into the family of God. When our social boundaries 
expand, we then discover that it is more than family.  By third grade, we can read the 
stories ourselves, and by fifth grade, we know what Communion means and 
understand the meal.  Preparing for Confirmation, or an Affirmation of Baptism, 
happens at different times for different people; I’ve had adults in my Confirmation 
classes and children as young as 10. Being confirmed is not the end of our faith 
journey. Instead, it prepares people to start looking outward, and for life-long 
learning.  This ‘map’ has three lands, all bridged by faith; family, friends, and the wider 
world.  The drivers’ license represents being independent, not necessarily with an 
actual drivers’ license, but being able to go and be your faith in the world.  High school 
is the end of being a child for all intents and purposes – but this is where the subtle 
and incredible part of this map is revealed. 

The light green letters, walking alongside the children’s letters, are for us as adults. 
It could be intimidating, realizing that the journey never ends, but it is really amazing 
actually.  When I accompanied my kids to their First Communion class (which was 
really just a conversation with the minister), I was reminded of things which I had 
forgotten, and the love of Communion was renewed.    This is one of the joys of 
journeying in faith with our families.  Church isn’t a destination, this isn’t where we 
are going, it is where we are from.  We try to offer safe haven for the kids, at various 
levels, whether it is Sunday School, Junior Church, Youth Groups or Junior Ministry, 
but I think that the secret is that we do this so that we can learn FROM them, not 
teach TO them. 

JUNIOR CHURCH
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LEGO ARTICLE FOR THE DAWN 

We’ve been receiving donations for people for the LEGO minifigures.  We have a 
lot to choose from and, many moons from now, I will come to those who donated 
and create a minifigure to place in the church. 

Building a LEGO My Own Creation (MOC) is a process of trial and error.  You build, 
or try to build, something, and then take it down and do it again.  And this happens 
over and over as you refine the design.  Our biggest challenge is scale.  I THINK we 
have that, many MANY thanks to the two young men who 
come upstairs to work on it.   

We have four ‘base plates’ that will make the body of the 
church.  We have been trying to figure out how to make 
it ‘hinge’ open, so we can have the church building 
exterior and open up and see the interior.  As you can 
imagine, scale is a bit of an issue here.  I THINK we have 
that sorted now and they are laying the tiles for the 
exterior driveways, to the Green Door and to the stairs, 
and the round-about in front, to include the planters 
and fence.   All you see now it grey tiles.  We take off 
the tiles as often as we put them on. 

There’s a lesson in this, Parable of the LEGOs?    A story about patience, leverage, 
and how bad they hurt when you step on them barefoot perhaps.   

LEGO ARTICLE
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MAKES YOU THINK

Never Fear When God is 
Near 

Psalm 34:4-5
“I sought the Lord, and he answered me 
and delivered me from all my fears. Those 
who look to him are radiant, and their 
faces shall never be ashamed.”

Isaiah 41:13
"For I, the LORD your God, hold your 
right hand; it is I who say to you, “Fear 
not, I am the one who helps you.”

Deuteronomy 3:22
"You shall not fear them, for it is the 
LORD your God who fights for you.”

Isaiah 35:4
"Say to those who have an anxious heart, 
'Be strong; fear not! Behold, your God will 
come with vengeance, with the 
recompense of God. He will come and 
save you.' ”

Isaiah 41:10
“Fear not, for I am with you; be not 
dismayed, for I am your God; I will 
strengthen you, I will help you, I will 
uphold you with my righteous right hand.”

Isaiah 6:8 
Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, 
“Whom shall I send? And who will go for 
us?” 
And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 
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TIME FOR A LAUGH

A man is talking to God. "God, how long is a 
million years?" God answers, "To me, it's 
about a minute." "God, how much is a million 
dollars?" "To me, it's a penny." "God, may I 
have a penny?" "Wait a minute." 


Q: What kind of car does Jesus drive? 
A: A Christler.  

How does Moses make his coffee? 
Hebrews it, obviously. 

How long did Cain hate his brother? 
As long as he was Abel. 

Why did Noah have to punish and 
discipline the chickens on the 
Ark? 
They were using fowl language. 

Q: What do they call pastors in 
Germany? 
A: German Shepherds 

What’s the best way to study the 
Bible? 
You Luke into it. 

God is talking to one of his angels 
and says, “Do you know what I 
have just done? I have just created 
a 24-hour period of alternating 
light and darkness on Earth. Isn’t 
that good?” 
The angel says, “Yes, but what 
will you do now?” 
God says, “I think I’ll call it a 
day.” 
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WORDSEARCH
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CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION

Ministry Team

Church Secretary 
Mrs. Christine Boomsma 

Treasurer  
Mr. Wayne Gardiner 

Assistant Treasurer  
Mr. Darren Gardiner 

Elders: 
Mrs. Bronwen Holding 

Mr. David Rees 

Deacons: 
Mr. Geraint Griffiths 
Mr. Michael Min Fa 

Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes 
Rev. Sara S.V. Bishop 
Mr. Peter Whitefield 

Administration 
Mr. Jake Reynolds  9329 5139 

Church Caretakers 
Maureen and Willy Ow  9329 6961 

Church Organist 
Ms. Wendy Couch  9813 2675 

Church Office

Social Media

Morning Worship

Welsh Services

Holy Communion

11:00 am Sundays

2:00pm on Second and Last Sunday of 
each month

As advertised (see website)




