
1
Registered by Australia Post 
Printpost approved  
PP 100005221

Mehefin 2021 July 2021

Y WAWR -  THE DAWN 
The Magazine of the Melbourne Welsh Church



2

The Magazine of the Melbourne Welsh 

B
ib

le
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tu
dy Our weekly Zoom Bible Study / fellowship sessions are 

held each Wednesday morning at 10:00 am  

Please contact the office for information to join the Zoom 
Room. 

SERVICES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
SUNDAY SERVICES

July 4 
11:00am English Communion  Mr. Peter Whitefield

July 11 
11:00am English Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes 
2:00pm Welsh Communion  Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes 

July 18 
11:00am English Rev. Sara S.V.Bishop 

July 25 
11:00am English Rev. Sara S.V. Bishop 

And please remember all 
the sick, sad, scared, 
hungry, lonely and 
vulnerable in our 

community and beyond at 
this particularly anxious 

time.

Currently all services from the Melbourne 
Welsh Church will be on site, live on 
Youtube and also via Facebook and on our 
website. 
Please check in on our Facebook page and on 
our website for regular updates. 
Please contact either Rev. Siôn or Rev. Sara 
if you’re experiencing difficulty logging in to 
our services.

(possible Welsh at 2pm, if we have find lay leaders)
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COMMUNITY

Birthdays 

Vianna L.

Rachel H.

Lucy M.

Paul W.
Nathan G. 

Janet J.R. 

Bronwen W. 

Sue W. 

Abigail H. 

April H. 

Colleen B.

Michael MF 

Last Month's Dawn
We understand there was an incident in 

the sending out of last month's Dawn, and 
that with this, some of our wonderful 

readers did not receive the full version of 
June Dawn 2021. If you are one of these 
readers and would like the Dawn to be 
resent to you please email or call us at: 

melbwelshchurch@bigpond.com

(03) 9329 6961

I am sorry for the haste resulting in such 
an error and have a system in place to 

avoid that in future.  -Jake

Due to a variety of circumstances, we must
ask our recipients to please specify how they

wish to continue to receive the Dawn. 

Opt In

To: Dawn Recipents From: Melbourne Welsh Church

The Dawn will continue to go onto www.melbwelshchurch.com.au 

Pr
ay

er

Please remember the following in your prayers: 
Dorothy T.; Alan M.; Glenys S.; Ed C.; Monica L.; Judy J.; Val R.; 
Mac H.; John R.; Loris W.; Gail R.; John L.; Gwendolyn C.; Darren 
M.; Wilma L.; Brenda and David J. And Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes. 
We send our love to the family and friends of Joyce Ogier as we 
mourn her passing. 

If you have already contacted us on 
this matter, please ignore!

Please note, we will not be 
removing anyone from the 
unless requested, we'd just like 
to give you the opportunity to 
change how you receive your 
Dawn!
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SIÔN’S MESSAGE



5SARA’S MESSAGE

It is with a heavy heart that we announced on the 20th of June that the Elders have 
decided not to sponsor a work visa and so my contract will conclude at the end of the 
year.   It has been an astonishing time here at the Melbourne Welsh Church and I can 
honestly say I wouldn’t have traded it for anything, EVEN with the shift in 
EVERYTHING thanks to Covid.  What a Ministry Team, what a group of wonderful 
people, what an amazing experience!   I could use more superlatives, I’m American, 
so that’s expected, but it just cannot be properly expressed without them. 

While I was hired as Youth and Family Minister, my role changed less than two 
months into that.  Suddenly, the building was closed and it was all hands on deck just 
to create a service, at ALL, let alone make it something folks could find!  All the 
social things were instantly transformed into pastoral things - because they kept us 
connected, and in communication.  I hear all the time about the wonderful things that 
the church used to do, how Sunday school and Junior Church and Faith formation 
was organised and how many kids were there, how there used to be dinners and 
games and all kinds of things and I think that we will remember Tuesday Trivia, 
Cooking Class and Bookclub fondly too, from covidtimes.  This change was 
something NONE of us wanted, let alone expected.

I would say that we need a vision, but there is one, the Gospel of Christ demands that 
we live in God’s image, even when we don’t want to.  And I don’t want to go - but 
here we go again, another adventure and this time, we have NO idea where (yet)(that 
will come).   I am heartbroken, truly.  But that was in part my fault for having my 
expectation set to ‘stay’ and failing to realise that the world changes, unexpectedly 
and sometimes not in the way that we want it to change.  I had not gotten to meet 
everyone personally yet before the buildings closed and lock downs commenced, and 
I hadn’t gotten to extended families and now that won’t happen. That means that 
there are MORE wonderful people out there that I won’t have an opportunity to get 
to know.  I was lucky, I got to experience a Gymanfa Ganu before we were shut, and 
that was incredible!   I haven’t gotten the chance to bring in other churches and 
connect them to Godly Play and therefore us, and watch those seeds grow.  It seems 
entirely too short, so don’t be surprised when tears arise.  

We have the Gospel, we have the vision, and I will be fascinated to continue to 
connect and commune with you as the church changes yet again.  I will continue to 
serve in love and am truly blessed to have been part of the journey. 

Blessed be,  
Sara
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PETER’S MESSAGE

Flowers by the Creek.

When I was a little boy (probably about eight or nine years old) our dad started to take my brother Frank and 
myself for walks on a Sunday afternoon. In our home in the country near Yackandandah several families would 
come to our house for a Sunday Worship and Bible study, after the service and then sharing our lunch together, the 
people would slowly leave us and return to their own homes. 
I remember waiting impatiently for them to leave so that we could go for our Sunday walk.

One Sunday afternoon, I remember walking by the creek just below where our house, we were on the southern side 
of the creek, where there is a small creek flat before the land rises up toward the Dederang road.
I remember discovering a couple of large red flowers, I asked dad about them, he told us this story.

When my dad was about 12 years old, he lived at his parents’ home about a kilometre east of where we were, one 
day as he was exploring the Kinchington Creek, he discovered that an elderly Chinese man was living in a little hut 
and had set up a large vegetable garden by the creek. My dad had a chat with the man who was very friendly. He 
showed my dad how he watered the plants. He had cut a slope into the creek bank where he could carry two water 
containers down into the creek, bend over to fill them and then, with a yoke across his shoulders carry them up 
from the creek and along the rows of vegetables, watering them. 
He had come to the Yackandandah area during the gold rush but had discovered that growing and selling 
vegetables was more to his liking.
The population around the Beechworth Yackandandah area had boomed because of the gold rush, the main road 
between Melbourne and Sydney passed through Beechworth. Yackandandah had fourteen hotels and was a wild 
place.  

The Chinese man was a Christian, my dad started to visit him in the evenings, and they would have long chats. The 
man started to tell my dad the stories of Jesus, and I remember dad saying that his earliest learning about God’s 
love and the Good News was what the elderly oriental man had shared with him. 
My Dad’s mum was a Christian from a Methodist background, but with twelve children she wouldn’t have had 
much spare time to sit and talk with them.

The man had a horse and dray which he would load up with vegetables and go into Yackandandah selling them 
around the town. Evidently, he would share his faith when he could. I remember dad saying that when a new 
customer would make their first purchase of some vegetables, then the man would always give them to the 
customer free, saying that they were the first fruits and God wanted them to have the first purchase free. 
He was well respected in the Yackandandah area and always could sell more vegetables that he could grow.

I remember my dad saying that he would love to spend the evenings with the man listening to the Bible stories and 
learning of the Good News while he smoked his opium pipe (as was the custom of many Chinese people at the 
time). 

That Sunday afternoon I had discovered the last remnants of the opium poppies that were continuing to grow by the 
creek.
I’m glad that our dad had shared the story of the flowers with us and why they were by the creek.

It is wonderful how God works, that a man from China who loved God, would take the time to teach a little country 
boy in a far away land about God’s Love and Goodness, to plant seeds into his life that would change the life of 
Andy Maddock and his family and descendants.
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     Unfortunately, loyal readers of this long running column, I have very 
little to communicate to you this month. That is of course because until a 
week or so back Church activities have mainly been communicated via 
UTube as a result of problems associated with the latest Covid alert.

  So- here's an appropriate phrase uttered recently by Boris Johnson, 
Prime Minister of The United Kingdom.. 'Jabs, Jabs, Jabs, - equals Jobs, 
Jobs, Jobs !.' And lately we have often endured hearing these two brief 
words peppering  conversations in The Language of Heaven - Welsh. 
Lock Down. Why Welsh speakers have to revert to the English I don't 
know when in Welsh the translation is simply Cloi I Lawr.

  You may have missed the program, 'Vintage Roads Great and Small ' , 
aired on TV's Channel 7/2 on Saturday afternoon June 19. The episode 
took viewers from Cardiff northward to Snowdon  with Christopher 
Timothy and a companion whose name I failed to absorb. Brought back 
many childhood memories to this old bloke !!.

  And now some quotes for you to wrestle with. To finish first- first you 
must finish. Attributed to the late,great racing car driver Jack 
Brabham.And again on TV 7/2 , -'Inspector George Gently '.For evil to 
flourish it's only necessary for good men to do nothing !.

  This one was uttered by a presenter on Radio Eastern FM 98.1 early in 
June. 'They say that marriages are made in heaven - but , so are thunder 
and lightning'.

 Sporting minded? - well here's one for you. 'In which sport does the 
winner go backwards ? '. It's. Tug of War, of course !.

  And again on Eastern FM 98.1. 'There was a chap who took only five 
minutes to walk from his home to the local pub. But it took him an hour 
and a half to get home. The difference was staggering !!.'

  Tan Y Tro Nesaf  - (Until next time.). Your Intrepid Reporter, Medi 
Jones- Roberts. 9758-0014

NEWS FROM THE PEWS
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CHRISTINE’S CULINARY CORNER

Ten Years Ago, Today!Throwback Recipe!

This Month'sSign
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More Community
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LEGO ARTICLE



TIME FOR A LAUGH

Q: Did Eve ever have a date with Adam?
A: No, just an apple.

Q: Need to build an ark?
A: I noah guy.

Q: What do you call batman 
skipping church?
A: Christian Bale

1111



MAKES YOU THINK

2 Corinthians 4:16-18 So we do not lose 
heart. Though our outer self is wasting 
away, our inner self is being renewed 
day by day. For this light momentary 
affliction is preparing for us an eternal 
weight of glory beyond all comparison, 
as we look not to the things that are seen 
but to the things that are unseen.

Proverbs 3:3-6 Trust in the LORD with 
all your heart, and do not lean on your 
own understanding. In all your ways 
acknowledge him, and he will make 
straight your paths.

Jeremiah 29:11 "For I know the plans I 
have for you," declares the LORD, 
"plans to prosper you and not to harm 
you, plans to give you hope and a 
future."
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CROSSWORD
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CRYPTOGRAM
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WORDSEARCH



16CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION
Ministry Team

Church Secretary 
Mrs. Christine Boomsma   0403 171 824

Treasurer  
Mr. Wayne Gardiner   0413 966 587

Assistant Treasurer  
Mr. Darren Gardiner   0412 970 509

Elders: 
Mrs. Bronwen Holding   (03) 9762 3830
Mr. David Rees    0437 561 080

Deacons: 
Mr. Geraint Griffiths   0400 607 728
Mr. Michael Min Fa   0411 027 478

Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes  0405 146 544 
Rev. Sara S.V. Bishop  0424 880 694 
Mr. Peter Whitefield   0402 030 360 

Administration 
Mr. Jake Reynolds  (03) 9329 5139 

Church Caretakers 
Maureen and Willy Ow  (03) 9329 6961 

Church Organist 
Ms. Wendy Couch  (03) 9813 2675 

Church Office

Social Media

Morning Worship

Welsh Services

Holy Communion

11:00 am Sundays

2:00pm on Second and Last Sunday of 
each month

As advertised (see website)




