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SERVICES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

SUNDAY SERVICES

Currently all services from the Melbourne Welsh
Church will be on Facebook live and also

posted on our website and on Youtube.

Please check in on our Facebook page and on

our website for regular updates.

Please contact either Rev. Sion or Rev. Sara if
youodr e experiencing diff
services.

FEBRUARY 7

11:00am English Mr. Peter Whitefield.
Communion - please join us online

with your own version of the elements

FEBRUARY 14 CHURCH OPEN AND LIVE STREAMEL
11:00am English Rev. Sara Villerreal Bishop

2:30pm Welsh Rev. Sion Gough Hughes

FEBRUARY 21 LENT 1 ON LINE
11:00am English Rev. Sion Gough Hughes

FEBRUARY 28 LENT 2 ON LINE

12:00am. ST. DAVI D6S DAY GYM
available via Youtube, Facebook and
our church website

CHURCH PICNIC & SERVICE

10:00am onwards Beaumatris Life Saving Club
Ricketts Point,
Beach Rd, Beaumaris

5:00pm Lutheran Eucharist Service
Rev. Sara Villarreal Bishop
Communion - please join us online
with your own version of the elements ready.

All attendance at Church activities ie services,
picnic etc requires people to register their intent to
attend with the Church Covid Warden on :

PRAYER
LIST

Please remember the
following in your
prayers:

The Whitefield family,
Sian Harrison, Dorothy
Thomson, Joyce Ogier,
Helen Wyn Price, Alan
Morris, Joan, Judy,
Gwendolyn Campbell,
Val Rendell, Mac Harris,
John Rees, Loris Williams
and Wilma Lomax

A Rdnemb& AN sick,

sad, scared, hungry,
lonely and vulnerable in
our community and
beyond at this
particularly anxious
time.

BIBLE STUDY

Our weekly zoom Bible
Study and fellowship
sessions resume again
each Wednesday morn-
ing at 10:00am com-
mencing February

0482-433-000

3rd.


http://empart.info/prayer/2013/04/26/may-june-2013-prayer-guide/

ANNOUNCEMENTS & ACTIVITIES

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

Best wishes and congratulations to everyone
celebrating a birthday in January, including:

5th
7th
9th
13th
14th

15th

Beverly Hugo 18th
Geraint Griffiths 21st
Richard Lam 24th
Galil Rees

Olwyn Doré

Felicity Porter

Eamon Gardiner 26th

Daniel Griffiths
Nicholas Arena
Sion Boomsma

John Lewis

Dorothy Thomson

ST. DAVI
SERVICE

11:00am

March 1

at the Church
& live steamed

Includes raising the
Welsh Flag

Registration to attend is
required by phoning
our Covid Warden on

0482-433-000

D

THE LEGO WELSH CHURCH

$10
helps us
buy
bricks

To mark 2020,
church doors

Everyone who
donates will
geta LEGO
mini-figure in

the church!

the year in which the
were closed but we

worshipped online, we are going to do a project to mark the time of Covid.

We will try to build the Welsh Church, from LEGOs.

Contact the church office or a minister to help us buy bricks, and to
Provide contact info so we can build your custom mini-figure to go in

the church!
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SI dNOS MESSAGE

Dear Friends,

For 309 days the church buildings have been closed. For
over 44 weeks we have not held a public worship service in
our sanctuary that actual people could attend. That ended
on January 31st 2021 when we eventually got back to
church. It has felt like an age since we opened the doors and welcomed
people in to the pews. It is good to be able to worship together, in person,
again. Now the hope is that we will be able to do these live services more and
more frequently. The next ones will be on February 14th and if all goes well we
will look to increase the frequency after that. We will keep you informed as to
when the church doors will be open but remember every service will now be
live streamed so you can always attend church wherever you are.

So when you read this our first live/live streamed services will have happened.

I know it wondt be without a mistake or t
plague us like frogs and boils did Pharaoh but we will have made it through.

And this will soon become the norm for most of our activities. We will use this

duel format of live and live stream for as many things as we can - services
and Bible Studies, Cooking classes and quizzes, book clubs and coffee chat;
so maybe the | ockdown wasnot al l bad, per

it; we can now include more people in more events, more often so let us
thank God for that.

Now this pandemic is far from over but we have reached a milestone this

weekend. We have opened the doors to the sanctuary again and that is

worth taking note of. 1 &m sure there wil/|
change services at the last minute because of Covid concerns but today we

are open and that is no small thing.

There are many people to whom we should all be very grateful. That large

number of people who have made sure that worship could still happened at

the Melbourne Welsh Church over the last 10 months. It is wonderful to think

that we didndt miss a Sunday service the
vices last year than usual. We actually added a couple of services into our

calendar.

Yes, we floundered our way for a few weeks (did you see the bloopers?) until
we discovered how best to record and edit the worship, | think we got better
at it; we then installed a fantastic camera system that made everything easier
to film and now we can now even film and stream live at the same time.

Many people have helped to make sure that all this was possible and | want
to name a few of them here because they did great work - to Willie and
Maureen our fantastic caretakers, who kept the Church clean and as tidy as
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they could with wires everywhere, thank you. To our amazing organists John -
who played for all the recorded services and Wendy who played for the live
services - you were lifelines to many people during dark days, thank you. To
the El ders who didnot flinch at installir
way to go and gave the Ministry Team all the support possible - my heartfelt
thanks to you. And of course Fred and Christine who kept us informed of what
was happening when - thank you so much - diolch o galon. On a personal
note to Sara and Bubba who made a difficult time a little easier by sharing
services, laughs and failures with equal good humour (it has a u in Sara, like
colour!) - thanks.

Finally a big thank you to all of you, the people of the the Melbourne Welsh
Church for your prayers, support and concern - the little messages we have
received each week have been invaluable to us. The Ministry Team has a
wonderful dynamic and when one of us is struggling the others always step up
with a word of encouragement they have heard or been sent by someone

like you, the person reading this letter - and so to you, from us, a huge thank
you.

And so if you need any more information on live/live streamed services or any
other of our activities, if you have any suggestions on how we could do things
better or if you would like to visit (virtual or in person) please contact me or
one of the Ministry Team.

God bless you all and see you soon in person or online,
Sion.

SARA0S MESSA

On March 13, 2020, we closed the doors of the church and
office and moved to remote work. It involved shifting
computer to home, and at the same time both my chil-
dren were doing the same for school, bringing home refer-
ence material and creating a space where
again a few times until we got it right.
office at work, and will hold onto the oddly flexible, mobile, and remote way

of working. We can Zoom from anywhere. If | am not on my computer, | can

use the i Pad or my phone (although my eye
to work on my phone). And, after starting out with shaky iPhones on funny

selfie-sticks held up with hymnals on a chair in front of the table and literal

hours of editing, we now have a truly state -of -the -art audio -visual system that

all ows us to stream our service |live to Y

And now, al most a y-gatheringl Qur gatience wearisthat r e

with the usual CovidSafe restrictions that the rest of Victoria also follows, we

can safely worship. Masks are required i
minutes, but we can sing! Social distancing means we have a capacity just
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under 50, but that is truly most of us, and if necessary, we can do more services

as |l ong as we have time between them to
out how to have coffee and chat afterwarc
out how to do Communion. But patience will be called for.

We have decided to do one LIVE service a month (also on YouTube at the
same time) for January, February and March to work out the bugs. And
January has been chock full of administrative details, figuring out the rules and
regulations and how that translates into our behaviour at church.

Ironically, the Ministry Team is now re -learning some skills, and unlearning

others! We had to learn a lot of technical, electronic and social media skills

that we simply have not had to reach deeply into previous. Now, we have to

bl end those with the skills we had befor e
ministry.

And so, on January 31, 2021, we open the
hymnal s or Bibles, but wedll have the wor
bulletin. We will have music and song, and believe me, it is wonderful to FEEL

the organ play live and in  -person. We will keep some of the old, we will keep

some of the new, and we will keep on being the church in Christ and with and

for each other and our neighbours.

Blessings and love,
Sara

PETEROS MESSAC(

The past months have been hectic. Many trips to be with

family as my mother aged 92 spent her last days in palliative

car e. |l t was an honour to plan a
alongside other family.

This reflection was sent to me recently while taking timeout in

Bright. | hope it resonates with you as it did me.

“Light looked down and saw the darkness
' will go there,’ said light.

Peace looked down and saw war.
' will go there,' said peace.

Love looked down and saw hatred.
' will go there,’ said love.

So he, ~John Bell from the lona
The Lord of Light, Community

The Prince of Peace,

The King of Love, Blessings of light, peace,

Came down and crept in beside us." love and rest!



CONGRATUALTIONS

Church Deacon, Geraint Griffiths and wife

Jane, became very proud first time grand-

parents when daughter Catrin gave birth to

a son on November 30.

Geraint and Jane travelled to Perth where

Catrin and Jon live, and quarantined for the

required 2 weeks with the birth occurring on

the day of their Orel eas
were able to spend some weeks with little

Rowan William before returning to

Melbourne.

All at the Welsh
Church wish the
entire family all
the best and our

warmest congratulations.

Jeanette and Eddie John delightedly welcomed
a new grandson recently.

Rory Gerwin John arrived on the last night of the
year, weighing in at 10lbs and delivered by an
emergency C section.

Baby and mother are both doing well, as are the
dad and proud grandparents.

Every good wish for a healthy and happy life is
extended to the new addition to the John family.

THE CHURCH SIGN RECENTLY

NOT TO ALARM
ANYONE . BUT
MAD MAX WAS

SET IN 2021 !

‘BLWYDDYN NEWYDD
DDA’




