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DECEMBER SERVICES
AND ACTIVITIES
december SUNDAY SERVICES
DECEMBER 1
11:00am

English

DECEMBER 8

Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes
Junior Church
Communion

11:00am

English

Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes
Junior Church
Communion

2:30pm

Welsh Carol Service

DECEMBER 15

11:00am
5:00pm

English

Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes
Junior Church
Beers and Carols

DECEMBER 22
11:00am

Nativity Service followed by lunch

6:00pm

Carol Service
( coffee cart from 4:00pm onwards )

DECEMBER 25
9:30am

Christmas Day Service

DECEMBER 29
11:00am

English

Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes
Junior Church

december birthdays
2nd
3rd
5th
16th

Sian Harrison
Matthew Warburton
Christine Boomsma
Loris Williams
Stephen Chainey
Monica Leicester

20th

Mark Gardiner

23rd

Stephanie Arena

25th

Sally Owen

28th

Debbie Gardiner

29th

Santhoshi Pabinedi

31st

Eliana Min Fa

JANUARY SERVICES
AND ACTIVITIES
january SUNDAY SERVICES
JANUARY 5
11:00am
English

Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes
Communion

JANUARY 12
11:00AM

English

Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes

JANUARY 19
11:00am

English

Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes

JANUARY 26

10:00am

CHURCH PICNIC

Venue yet to be determined

january birthdays
1st

Gopal Pabinedi

14th

Di Gardiner

3rd

Sam Gardiner

15th

Jim Barr

8th

David Evans

21st

Lyn Rowlands

11th

Penny Holding

27th

Jane Barr

Andrew Min Fa

30th

Huw Jones

Joan Gibson

31st

Glenys Sheppee

13th

PRAYER LIST
Please include the following in your prayers:
The family and friends of Trystan Wyn Rees,
Dorothy Thomson, Gail Rees, Alan Morris,
Mac Harris, Loris Williams, Wilma Lomax, and
John Rees
and all the sick, sad, lonely, hungry, cold, frail
and scared in our community and beyond.

CHURCH notices
THANK YOU
As the Secretary of the Melbourne Welsh Church, I would like to, on
behalf of our Members and friends, sincerely thank our very own Lyn
Rowlands for her unwavering commitment, energy and friendship over
the 20+years of her time with us here in her position of resident
caretaker
Lyn’s commitment to keeping the church
and its facilities in pristine condition, her
availability to arrange entry to all hirers
and her willingness to undertake all
those small, yet essential, tasks that
keeps the Church looking so good have
been very much appreciated.
The Elders, Deacons, Members and congregants of the Melbourne Welsh Church wish Lyn a long, healthy and
happy retirement in the Gold Coast, Queensland. We’ll all miss you Lyn.
Diolch yr fawr,
Christine

PLEASE JOIN US
FOR OUR
cAROL
SERVICES:
WELSH CAROL SERVICE:

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8th
at 2:30pm

BEER, PIZZA AND CAROLS

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15th
at 5:00pm

NATIVITY SERVICE:

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22nd
at 11:00am

ENGLISH CAROL SERVICE:

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22nd
at 6:00pm

The Ministers, Elders and Deacons of the
Melbourne Welsh Church
would like to wish all its members and friends a
joyous and blessed Christmas
and a wonderful New Year.
Nadolig Llawen a
Blwyddyn Newydd Dda

Our Christmas party lunch

Santa’S viSit

Everyone is invited to join in our
Christmas party lunch
on December 22,
immediately following our 11:00am
Nativity Service.
The lunch is being catered so that
EVERYONE can relax and enjoy
themselves.

It is hoped that Santa will once again visit the
Christmas Party on December 22 following the
Nativity Service, with gifts for all those
specifically invited. These children are generally
those who are regular attendees of the Junior
Church.
If you would like to bring along a child under the
age of 16 and would like them to be part of the
fun, bring along a gift up to the value of $20 and
pass on to Bronwen Holding on arrival.
As Secretary of the Melbourne Welsh Church, I would
like to take this opportunity to thank the Ministers,
Elders, Deacons, members, employees and friends of the
Church for their ongoing support, effort and willingness Tony Williams
to ensure the on-going success and smooth operation
of our Church.
I would also like to particularly thank everyone who has
helped in any way with the making, preparing, serving
and clearing up whenever food was provided at the Church.
Diolch yn fawr! A sincere ‘thank you’! Christine Boomsma

Sion’S MESSaGE
Dear Friends,
By the end of September I usually have the Christ was
services planned, if not written and this year was no
different, apart form the Nativity Service all is ready. Last
Sunday, however everything changed!! During the
service I was doing the Children’s address and I was talking about uniforms
and badges and how we know what people do - (police men wear uniforms,
football teams have their colours etc) and I asked how people know that we
are Christians.
The answer came as quick as lightning -

“Because we’re weird!”
BOOM!!! Nailed it. I couldn't have asked for a better answer.
They will know we are Christians because we’re weird.
With that answer I just had to change all the Christmas services I’d written
for this year. It begs us to explore what it means to be these weird
Christian people.
So we’re going to have an ALTERNATE ADVENT and a ALTERNATE
CHRISTMAS and even a ALTERNATIVITY.
We’re going to look at what makes us different from the expectations of the
world, especially during this season.
Here’s the outline for our festive season in the light of a brilliant answer by
one of our young people. They know we are Christians because we’re
weird!!!
Dec 1st - Because we’re weird we’re not afraid
Dec 8th - Because we’re weird we love
Dec 15th - Because we’re weird we serve
Dec 22nd - Because we’re weird we have an Alternativity
Dec 25th - Because we’re weird we actually celebrate Christmas
During this season and on into next year may God bless you and may you
know his presence as we celebrate the coming of Jesus once again.
Yours, in his weird and wonderful service,
Sion
In lieu of sending out Christmas cards this year, I have made a donation to
the Bush Fire Relief Appeal.
I wish you all a very merry Christmas and a happy new year.

Nadolig llawen a blwyddyn newydd dda

pEtEr’S MESSaGE
No two days look the same.
A day may start with a catch up with someone and
always with coffee.
I may receive a call to respond to a crisis, which could
involve a visit to a psych ward, an emergency ward or a
home.
This happened recently with a person I’ve journeyed with for five years. After
a period of time after a previous incarceration life had been going well.
Paid work, housing and a reliable house mate, then a lapse, after often
happens, lead to using his drug of choice, which lead to a psychotic episode,
then a stint in a psych ward.
I may get a call about a death, or it may be as simple as a catch up to
encourage someone who is feeling down.
An example of this happened recently.
I received a call on a Tuesday requesting a funeral service. A person had died
while having a routine surgery. I traveled to Bendigo on the next day, drove
back, prepared a service and rode to Bendigo the next day and took both
Chapel and graveside service.
A day may be spent with someone who is incarcerated or on day leave from
prison.
An early start to travel to Ararat to participate in or lead two services in
prisons.
It might include offering a Christian service or a complete stranger looking for
a chat and a feed.
I may be engaged with staff or owners of a cafe who what to ‘unload’.
I might be deep in thought for an assignment I need to prepare, or reading for
study or for a sermon or talk at a men’s group or school.
I may spend time waiting for someone who says I’ll be there in an hour but
does not show up because life for them is confusing and their needs complex.
I might need to get clothing for someone who is receiving help for mental
health and needs someone to bring it to them, those clothes may need
washing and drying first.
There are meetings too, with various Government bodies re prison and or
youth detention matters.
A day in court to back up a reference I may have written or engage a
lawyer to support someone.
Sometimes I take time to sit down near Docklands to reflect and pray, because
time with people comes at a cost.
Regular supervision ensures you don’t burn out or become over whelmed.
I attend a PD from time to time. This might include first aid for mental health
or addressing housing issues for people.
I may spend time preparing meals for people.
I sometimes sit with people whose role it is to produce supports and programs
for kids at risk, an example of this would be a conversation I had with one
such person recently. He was supporting a young person who as a child had
their ankles broken so they could not run away from home and often ate paper
because no food was provided.
I do from time to time catch up with members of the MWC.

2020 St DaviD’S DaY GYManFa GanU
ST MICHAEL’S UNITING CHURCH
Cnr. Collins and Russell Sts,

SUNDAY, MARCH 1 at 3:00pm
FEATURING SPECIAL GUESTS FROM WALES:

GUEST CONDUCTOR:
Mr. Dilwyn Price (Old Colwyn)
Dilwyn is a highly regarded conductor, retired
teacher and volunteer in North Wales. Last year he
was the guest conductor at the Gymanfa Ganu in
New Plymouth, New Zealand, and proved a
wonderful and immensely popular leader of the
event and the Church snapped him up to lead our 2020 Gymanfa Ganu.

BLUE RIBAND WINNER:
Mr. Erfyl Tomos Jones ( Machynlleth )
Erfyl, a farmer from Aberhosan, won the prestigious
David Ellis Memorial prize (the Blue Riband) at this
year’s National Eisteddfod of Wales held in LlaNwrst.

GUEST DUET:
Eleri and Aled Edwards

( Cilycwm)

Eleri and Aled are both previous Blue Riband
winners; Eleri in 2013 and Aled in 1997. Eleri was
the first winner of our David Ellis prize at the
National Eisteddfod and accepted our invitation to
perform at our 2014 Gymanfa Ganu.

GUEST CHOIRS:


Australian Welsh Male Choir



Cantorion Cymreig Victoria Welsh Choir



Excelsis



Geelong Welsh Ladies Choir



Melbourne Welsh Male Choir



Mornington Peninsula Welsh Ladies Choir

Everyone is invited to our
Annual Church Picnic
on
Sunday, January 26th

from
10:00am onwards
Our usual venue could not be booked this year as the sailing club is
holding a regatta over that weekend.
We are frantically searching for a new location, either beach or park,
to hold our 2020 Annual Church Picnic ( suggestions welcome)
You will be informed through the weekly bulletin when a new
venue is chosen, or simply ring the church office before
Christmas or early in the new year for the latest information.
Sorry for any inconvenience, but this change was
beyond our control - keep the date free.

Fellowship group day





When:

Tuesday, December 11

Where:

Meet at the Church at 11:00am

WHAT:

Lunch in Williamstown

Who:

Everyone is warmly invited to attend

The day after Christmas was celebrated in early 19th century Wales
with the unpleasant ritual of “holming.” Thankfully now an extinct custom, the last person to get out of bed in the morning would be beaten
with prickly holly sprigs. Ouch!
Noson Gyflaith (Toffee Evening) was a traditional part of Christmas
and New Year festivities in some areas of north Wales during the late
19th century. Families would invite friends to their homes for supper
followed by games, making toffee (or taffy), and storytelling.

Extraordinary
members meeting
December 15
At the AGM earlier in the year it was made very clear
that the church membership wanted a Youth and
Family Minister appointed as soon as possible.
The Elders have worked hard and have found a very
suitable candidate.
As an Eldership we would, unanimously, like to
recommend to the membership that we appoint the
Rev. Sara Bishop to the position of Youth and Family
Minister at the Melbourne Welsh Church.

The final step in the selection process is a vote by the Church members
to ratify the Elders’ decision to appoint Sara as Minister for Youth and
Family. This vote will take place after the morning service on December
15th. Every vote counts so please make every effort to attend.
Those of you who come regularly will have heard Sara preach and seen
her lead Junior church. Today she will take part in our service. Sara is an
ordained Lutheran Minister.
With her family, Sara has been coming to church for a while now and
they are fast becoming familiar faces to us. Our prayer is she will become
a very familiar face in the future if the membership confirms her
appointment on December 15th.
Thanks,
Siôn.

llongyfarchiadau
Those who attended the November 24 service were fortunate enough to
help celebrate the fabulous Arthur Greenacre’s 90th birthday with him
and members of
his family. A
delicious birthday
cake was shared
and Arthur
conducted the
singing of ‘Happy
Birthday’. May
you long continue
in good spirits
and good health,
Arthur.
Many
congratulations
from all your
friends at the
Welsh Church.

OUR CHURCH SIGN RECENTLY

BEER AND CAROLS
This annual event is only weeks away.
December 15 at 5:00pm at
God’s Squad cmc Club House
at the rear of
St Martins Community Church
Cnr. Otter and Wellington St, Collingwood.
This is a community carol singing event.
We will have some beer, wine, soft drinks and pizza available.
We look forward to seeing you there you .

Thank you
Pastor Tony Williams has for some time
enthusiastically led the fortnightly
communion services at the Caulfield Bupa
Aged Care Facility.
Unfortunately, Tony has had to relinquish
this role to concentrate on parish duties at
the Carmel Welsh Presbyterian Church at
Sebastopol, Ballarat, in country Victoria.
The Church and Bupa Caulfield sincerely
thank Tony for his wonderful commitment to
this responsibility, and his presence will be
missed by many a resident at the facility.
Thank you Tony.

Tony Williams

OUR own good samaritan
It was brought to my attention this month that we
have a Good Samaritan in our midst. An ethos of the
Melbourne Welsh Church is that of serving others and
it’s great to hear stories of when this happens.
One of our members, Helen Jenkins, has been
recognised by her workplace for doing good in the
community. She would never tell you of this but I
heard about it and had to share it. She didn’t do it for
praise, in fact she had no idea she had been
nominated - but here is a copy of the letter she got.
Hi Helen
Congratulations. You have been successfully nominated for a RISE Award for
Integrity, Courage, Achievement by *****.
While taking the time to write your nomination, ***** said:
Every one of us has walked past this guy at some time. Only one person has
stopped and taken the time to say hi. This person has chosen to stop and
ask, how are you doing? His name is Anthony and you may have seen this
homeless man outside 150 Collins. So this person has taken it upon
themselves to be present. From taking his prescription to the chemist and
paying for it out of their own pocket to ensure
he has the medication he needs, to making sure
he has something to eat. Anthony is trying to
council younger homeless people to not make
the same mistakes he's made and his heart is in
the right place. His clothes and bedding were
stolen when he had the opportunity to grab a
shower recently and this person chose to help
him by buying bedding and clothes to make him
comfortable and replace what he had lost.
These gestures go unrewarded but need to be
recognised as not all the good we do has to
involve our bank customer. This type of
behaviour and compassion then is reflected in
the workplace with the customers we deal with
on a day to day basis.
This is the community minded vision our bank encourages, welcomes and
supports. Well done Helen Jenkins, you should feel proud.
Helen has made a difference to someone's life. When you hear a story like
this it makes you think a little differently when dealing with our customers. It
Tony Williams
reminds you to look at the big picture and try to not just address an mediate
need. It also teaches you to have a bit of compassion and understanding in
all of our dealings.
Congratulations Helen, well done!
If you know of any stories like this please let me know so we can tell
everyone of the good being done around us.

NEWS FROM THE PEWS

I'm going to start this month with a personal gripe - or
two , which I'm sure some readers of this great
publication can relate to.

Many readers will be aware that my 'roots' are a Welsh
speaking background and as a result I did not speak
English until soon after the outbreak of World War Two
aged seven or maybe even eight. My mother, as well as being a singer in a
concert party, took in evacuees from Merseyside and London, (the latter including BBC notables.) at The Manse on Deiniol ( London- Holyhead ) Road,
in the North Wales coastal City of Bangor.
So, even though English is indeed my second language, I squirm when I
hear folk making outlandish all inclusive statements eg. We've all been
ISLANDSdoes it ; everyone's
there; We've all done it ; Everyone doesBAY
it ; OF
everybody
been there. What rubbish !! . Count me out.
Also - There's a concerted attempt by TV and radio presenters and others to
eliminate the 20 th letter of the English alphabet - T - from speech.
Now then; Ruby Eng has been with us from Singapore again for several
weeks visiting her sister Maureen Ow and husband Willie. A highlight of her
stay was the five day visit to Echuca with 23 others from November 11 to 15.
Ruby was a member of the police force in Singapore for 25 years. The lady
flew home on November 20.
A group from The Normandy Veterans Association once again attended our
morning Remembrance Service on November 10. Standard Bearer Rob.
West was accompanied by Frank. McKeon, his sister Christine and Tia
O'Shea. At the same service we welcomed Sylvie and Mike Hunt. Back on a
return visit on November 17 were Jaquie and Sidney Green from Adelaide
escorted by their Melbourne based son Tim. With us for the first time was
Sarina from Taiwan who is studying at Melbourne University.

Wonderful to have with us again and taking part in the Service was Sara
Bishop. The lady presented an interesting children's address with daughter
Olivia manipulating the 'props'. Sara, a Lutheran minister, is in Australia indefinitely with husband Brad. who holds a responsible position at the United
States Consulate in our fair city.
The Church Singing Group- Grwp Canu, once again led the singing at the
fortnightly communion service at the Bupa Aged Care Facility on North Road
at Ormond. This service was led by The Rev. Sion Gough Hughes. Geraldine
Affley, who has enthusiastically played the piano during our visits to Bupa, is
at present again on grand mother related duties in Sydney.
It's that time of year again to wish all readers A Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year. Nadolig Llawen a Blwyddyn Newydd Dda !! .
A big thank you to my lovely wife Janet for her enthusiastic support and help
regularly in the creation of this epistle. And the same goes for our
irrepressible Church Office Administrator - Fred Boomsma. Thanks Mate.

Your Intrepid Reporter Medi Jones- Roberts 9758-0014

OUR TRIP TO ECHUCA
A happy group of 24 from the Church spent a delightful 5 days away in
Echuca / Moama on the Murray River. The weather was favourable, the
accommodation excellent and the company fantastic. What more could we
wish for? A big thank you goes to Tony Williams and the Carmel church for
allowing him to forego his pastoral duties at Carmel to be our minibus
driver for our trip. A wonderful time was had by all.

ROCHESTER

Tony Williams

MAIDEN’S INN HOLIDAY P[ARK

OUR TRIP TO ECHUCA

OUR TRIP TO ECHUCA
A LUNCH CRUISE ON
THE ‘PRIDE OF THE
MURRAY’

TORRUMBARRY
WEIR

MAUREEN AND
WILLIE CUTTING
THEIR 52nd
ANNIVERSARY
CAKE

OUR TRIP TO ECHUCA

THE GREAT AUSSIE
BEER SHED &
HERITAGE FARM
MUSEUM

MORRISONS
WINERY

Have a laugh!

Santa is with us throughout our lives, although his presence can be categorized in
four main stages:
1. You are a believer in Santa.
2. You are not a believer in Santa.
3. You pretend to be Santa.
4. You look like Santa without even trying.
How many gifts can Santa squeeze in an
empty stocking? One. It’s not empty after
the first one.

It was just before Christmas
and the magistrate was in a
happy mood. He asked the
prisoner who was in the
dock, 'What are you charged
with?'
The prisoner replied, 'Doing
my Christmas shopping too
early.'
'That's no crime', said the
magistrate. 'Just how early
were you doing this
shopping?'
'Before the shop opened',
answered the prisoner.

There will be no Christmas anymore. I
told Santa that you have been good the
whole year. He died of laughter.

As a little girl climbed onto
Santa's lap, Santa asked the
usual, "And what would you
like for Christmas?"

Funny how the year you stop believing in
Santa is roughly the year you start
getting socks and clothes for Christmas.

The child stared at him open
mouthed and horrified for a
minute, then gasped: "Didn't
you get my E-mail?"

Another helicopter tried to land in our
garden today. I think we’re going to have
to reduce our Christmas lights a bit.
Lisa thanks her grandpa, "Thank you
Grandpa for the violin you gave me last
year for Christmas. I've never got such a
brilliant gift!"
"Really?" asks the surprised Grandpa.
Lisa says, "Oh yeah - every time I start
playing, mom gives me 2 dollars so I
would stop!"
This will be the fifth year in a row that
my in-laws will come over for Christmas.
I think this time we should let them in.
How do we know Santa is a man?
No woman with an ounce of dignity
would wear the same outfit for so many
years running.

It was in December of 1903,
that after many attempts, the
Wright brothers, Orville and
Wilbur, were successful in
getting their “flying machine”
off the ground and into the air
at Kitty Hawk. Thrilled over the
accomplishment, they
telegraphed this message to
their sister Katherine: “We
have actually flown 120 feet.
Will be home for Christmas.”
Katherine hurried to the editor
of the local newspaper and
showed him the message. He
glanced at it and said, “How
nice. The boys will be home for
Christmas.” He totally missed
the big news-for the first time
in human history, man had
flown!

CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION
Ministry team
Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes

0405 146 544

Presence Ministry
- Mr. Peter Whitefield

0402 030 360

Board of elders
Church Secretary
Mrs. Christine Boomsma

9758 6997

Treasurer
Mr. Wayne Gardiner

9558 2149

Assistant Treasurer
Mr. Darren Gardiner

041 297 0509

Elders:

Deacons:

Mr. John Doré
9457 2567

Mr. Geraint
Griffiths
9877 7282

Mrs. Bronwen Holding
9762 3830
Mr. David Rees
9416 1484

Mr. Michael
Min Fa
0411 027 478

Social media
Email:
melbwelshchurch@
bigpond.com

Website:
melbournewelshchurch.com.au
Twitter:
http:/twitter.com/
melbwelshchurch\
‘Melbourne Welsh Church’ on
Facebook search bar.

Blog:
On website

DIVINE WORSHIP
11:00am

WELSH SERVICES

Second and last Sunday of each
month at 2:30pm.

CHURCH office
The Welsh Church office hours are:
8:45am to 2:45pm

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday
Administrative Assistant
Mr. Fred Boomsma

9329 5139

Church Caretaker / hall hire
Ms. Lyn Rowlands

9329 6961

Church Organist
Ms. Wendy Couch

9813 2675

HOLY COMMUNION

First Sunday of each month and as
advertised.

JUNIOR CHURCH

Every Sunday during the morning
Service. ( Not January )

GYMANFA GANU
March and August

FELLOWSHIP GROUP

Second and fourth Wednesday
of the month at 10:30am.

