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SERVICES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
SUNDAY SERVICES

Please note that the suggested Bible readings are based on the Revised 
Common Lectionary and may not be specifically what is preached upon 
on any given Sunday.

SUN 1 AUGUST
- 2 Samuel 11:26 - 12:13 and Psalm 51:1-12 -
Exodus 16:2-4, 9-15 and Psalm 78:23-29 -
Ephesians 4:1-16 -
John 6:24-35  Jesus the Bread of Life
11am with Communion. (Sara)

SUN 8 AUGUST
- 2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33 and Psalm 130 -
1 Kings 19:4-8 and Psalm 34:1-8 -
Ephesians 4:25-5:2 -
John 6:35, 41-51. The Living Bread Come Down From Heaven 
11am  (Siôn)
2pm Welsh with Communion (Siôn)

SUN 15 AUGUST
- 1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14 and Psalm 111 -
Proverbs 9:1-6 and Psalm 34:9-14 -
Ephesians 5:15-20 -
John 6:51-58 Whoever Eats this Bread will live forever (Sara) 
11am

SUN 22 AUGUST
- 1 Kings 8:(1,6,10-11), 22-30, 41-43 and Psalm 84 -
Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18 and Psalm 34:15-22 -
Ephesians 6:10-20 -
John 6:56-69 Many Disciples Desert Jesus (Siôn)
11am
2pm Welsh



Our weekly Zoom Bible Study / fellowship sessions are 
held each Wednesday morning at 10:00 am  

Please contact the office for information to join the Zoom 
Room. B
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And please remember all 
the sick, sad, scared, 
hungry, lonely and 
vulnerable in our 

community and beyond at 
this particularly anxious 

time.

Currently all services from the Melbourne 
Welsh Church will be on site, live on 
Youtube and also via Facebook and on our 
website. 
Please check in on our Facebook page and on 
our website for regular updates. 
Please contact either Rev. Siôn or Rev. Sara 
if you’re experiencing difficulty logging in to 
our services.

SUN 29 AUGUST
- Song of Solomon 2:8-13 and Psalm 45:1-2, 6-9 -
Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9 and Psalm 15 -
James 1:17-27 -
Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23. That Which Defiles. (Siôn) 
11am

COMMUNITY

Birthdays
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John R.

Oliver Boomsma 

Michael W

Mary M. 

Dilys G.

Bryn B.

Tegan B.

Christine J.

Carina C.

Elfyn M.

Welsh
Cross-Out
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Please remember the following in your prayers: 
Dorothy T.; Alan M.; Glenys S.; Ed C.; Monica L.; Judy J.; Val R.; 
Mac H.; John R.; Loris W.; Gail R.; John L.; Gwendolyn C.; Darren 
M.; Wilma L.; Brenda and David M, David J. 

Vale Sian Harrison
It was with great shock that 
despite knowing of Sian’s 
battle with breast cancer that 
she eventually lost that battle 
in April this year.

Sian had a long pedigree with the Welsh Calvinistic Connexion of Victoria; her 
grandfather (Ivor Pugh) was a regular at “Carmel” chapel in Sebastopol and was a 
fluent Welsh speaker. Sian even came to Welsh language classes at one time.  Sian’s 
parents Sheila and Brian still live in the Ballarat area. 
Sian had come to the Melbourne Welsh Church (MWC) frequently and later with her 
son Thomas participated in various Nativity productions; a feature of the MWC.  
Sheila came across a photo of her daughter acting as Mary in one production and in a 
later production Thomas shone as Herod (no mean feat). Thomas attended our Junior 
church from time to time which was nice to see from the congregational point of view; 
someone young!
Sian was always pleasant and had a calmness. There must also be some inner strength 
as she took to academia, completing a Masters in Criminology and worked as an 
Intelligence analyst in Criminology. Sian then went on to do her PhD (doctorate) but 
didn’t get to complete it due to the illness. All the while rearing Thomas on her own.
The cancer Sian was suffering from was particularly difficult to treat, not very 
responsive to chemotherapy. Money raised in lieu of flowers at the funeral will go to 
cancer research. At least Sian had time to make arrangements for Thomas who is now 
living with his uncle and aunt. We wish the whole family well and look forward to 
seeing Thomas at some stage.

Welsh
Stamp



The family are grateful for help and assistance from the MWC particularly in the last 
two years. Rev. Sion had been particularly practical as well as offering spiritual 
support.
Sian will be missed but remembered, particularly through her son. We wish her 
spirit well, praying for her soul.
We are grateful to Sheila Harrison for providing a photo from the Funeral Service as 
well as a Celtic Blessing (see below) relevant to us all.
Love your life and what you’ve been given.
It is not accidental.
Search for your purpose and do it as best you can.
Forgive it frees the soul.
Recognise the special people you’ve been blest to know.
Live for today
And above all….
Make every moment count.
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OGIER Joyce Helen 

Born on the 16th of March, 1930.
Died, 13th of June, 2021 aged 91.
Loving wife of Edward Ernest 'Ted' Ogier (dec). Loved Mum of Ted and Linda. 
Adored Mother-in-law of Sue.
Cherished Nanna of 2 grandchildren and 5 great grandchildren.

When God saw you getting tired And a cure was not to be He put his arms around 
you And whispered come to me. He didn't like what you went through And he 
gave you rest. His garden must be beautiful. He only takes the best.
~ Ted, Sue, Grandchildren and Great Grandchildren.

Mum, you're my hero and my life's inspiration. I'm so grateful to have had a 
mother like you. Your heartfelt kindness was renowned and no-one came away 
untouched by your deep desire to make things better and brighter for all. Your 
memory will live on in the hearts of too many to count. Forever loved, safe and 
happy in the arms of Dad once again.
~ Linda.

Just when the caterpillar thought the World was over, it became a butterfly.
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SIÔN’S MESSAGE

Dear Friends,

The Dawn is ready to go and I’ve just got back from holiday so I’ll quickly put this 
in, so my apologies for the brevity. 

Every August we usually have a Gymanfa Ganu and why should this year be any 
different? It won’t be! We will have a Gymanfa Ganu. On August 29th, in the 
morning service, we will have a Songs of Praise service. 

Which songs will we sing? Well, in the next days the Ministry Team will be 
contacting some of our older members to find out their favourite hymns and we will 
be using those hymns. 

We will be asking why it is your favourite hymn and recording it to be played in the 
service. 

It’ll be a great service. Hopefully we will be able to do it live and in person but if we 
can’t we’ll have it online but whatever happens we will have a Gymanfa Ganu. 

Yours, in his service,

Sion 



7SARA’S MESSAGE

Welcome to August 2021!

“For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged 
sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of 
marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the 
heart.” (Hebrews 4:12)

I’ve been wandering through a lot of Wisdom teaching recently, seeking 
peace and guidance. This has been interesting; reading things from 
people like Father Richard Rohr, Rabbi Rami Shapiro, authors like 
Cynthia Bourgeault, Parker Palmer and the tried and true Julian of 
Norwich, Hildegard von Bingen, and St. Francis of Assisi.  There is a lot 
of talk about, but more importantly, a lot to contemplate.

What does discerning mean to you? Have you ever thought about it?  I 
have to remind myself, often, that discernment isn’t decision making with 
a side of prayer; it’s about listening to what the Spirit is wafting my way, 
and trying to follow the thought to hear what God might be saying.  And 
that MIGHT lead to a decision or action. Or maybe it will result in just 
sitting with it for a bit and pondering my reactions. I react emotionally, 
then I shut down to process (which is really locking the emotions down 
and allowing them to resurface in a more socially acceptable manner), 
and then distill that some more.  That’s not discerning; it is discovering 
what _I_ am bringing to the discernment.  

We all have things we bring to decision making.  Most of the time this 
doesn’t interfere with our process, and may in fact enhance it.  But when 
we are discerning, we are discovering; we don’t KNOW what it is that 
we are looking for, we are just trying to be alert to what appears.   That is 
so very different than what we think we NEED to do.  We don’t LIKE to 
look at or acknowledge our baggage - promises made to parents, guilt for 
children not following our wishes, embarrassment that this makes me 
look bad, too much concern for physical looks, sadness that we’re ageing, 
fear that our children and grandchildren aren’t getting baptised, pride, 
worry, weariness.  A lot of things remain unspoken because we don’t 
know what to DO about it. 



PETER’S MESSAGE

8SARA’S MESSAGE CONTINUED

Discerning is listening for perfect pitch.  It is hearing the voice of the Spirit as 
the tuning fork note, and our own souls, and the soul of the institution raising 
their own voices, and bringing them all together into harmony.  Perfect 
resonance is when the Spirit is at work in both, but it is hard.  It requires us to 
set aside our own wants and needs, and listen.  It’s not our collective voice, 
although voices raised together in harmony is beautiful, it is only an echo of the 
perfect resonance of the Divine.   Lots to ponder.

From our Bible study, this is incredibly appropriate: “My child, if you receive 
my words and treasure up my commandments with you, making your ear 
attentive to wisdom and inclining your heart to understanding; yes, if you call 
out for insight and raise your voice for understanding, if you seek it like silver 
and search for it as for hidden treasures, then you will understand the fear of the 
Lord and find the knowledge of God.” (Proverbs 2:1-5).  With that, my 
blessings and love,
Sara

My contribution is month is something I used recently for leading into communion at 
DISMAS for two phone call services.

Those incarcerated find these times distressing and uncertain. Outings cease, ability for 
preparing for re-entering the community are disrupted, appointments are often delayed 
for months sometimes up to a year and so on.
Words can be pointless, but this Psalm offers assurance and comfort.
My hope it does for you too.



79PETER’S MESSAGE  CONTINUED

Psalm 46:
God is our refuge and strength,
    a very present[b] help in trouble.
 Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way,
    though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea,
though its waters roar and foam,
    though the mountains tremble at its swelling. Selah
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
    the holy habitation of the Most High.
 God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved;
    God will help her when morning dawns.
The nations rage, the kingdoms totter;
    he utters his voice, the earth melts.
 The Lord of hosts is with us;
    the God of Jacob is our fortress. Selah
Come, behold the works of the Lord,
    how he has brought desolations on the earth.
 He makes wars cease to the end of the earth;
    he breaks the bow and shatters the spear;
    he burns the chariots with fire.
 “Be still, and know that I am God.
    I will be exalted among the nations,
    I will be exalted in the earth!”
 The Lord of hosts is with us;
    the God of Jacob is our fortress. Selah

Peter ‘Bubba’ Whitefield
Preacher/Presence Ministry
MWC
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CHRISTINE’S CULINARY CORNER

Hi there,
Have you got left over roast chicken or simply like quick chicken dishes? 
Then here’s a recipe that our Marnie has passed on to me. Delicious!

CHICKEN PIE

½ rotisserie chicken  1 leek, finely sliced
8 button mushrooms, sliced 1 cup frozen peas 
2 garlic cloves, crushed 1½ cups chicken stock
2 tbsp plain flour 1 cup cream
1 sheet butter puff pastry

Remove flesh off the chicken, discarding the skin and bones.
Drizzle a pan lightly with oil, and add the leek, mushrooms and garlic, 
and cook gently until soft.
Add the peas and chicken before sprinkling over with the flour.
Cook for a few minutes before adding the stock and cream.
Reduce and allow to thicken.
Season with pepper, mixed herbs, Tuscan herbs etc to your taste
Transfer this mixture to a casserole dish, brushing the edge with water.
Place the sheet of pastry over the top, trimming the pastry around the 
edge and pinching or forking this edge to seal the pie. Prick the top so 
that steam can escape.
If desired, glaze the pastry by brushing with a milk / egg mix.
Cook in a 200* oven until the pastry is golden brown

Enjoy!    Hwyl fawr,
    Christine



This Month's Sign
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More Community



912CHURCH BIRTHDAY

Our beautiful church is one year older, 168 to be exact! 
The amzing coffee van was back to help us celebrate (whilst remaining Covid-Safe!) 
together as a congregation. 
A special thanks to our lovely Christine who put together the beautiful flower 
arrangement. 



TIME FOR A LAUGH 1113

Q. What do dentists
call their x-rays?

A. Tooth pics!

Q. What did one
ocean say to the
other ocean?

A. Nothing, it just
waved.

Q. How does NASA
organize a party?

A. They planet.

Two guys are walking through a game park & they come across a lion that has not 
eaten for days. The lion starts chasing the two men. They run as fast as they can and the 
one guy starts getting tired and decides to say a prayer, "Please turn this lion into a 
Christian, Lord." He looks to see if the lion is still chasing and he sees the lion on its 
knees. Happy to see his prayer answered, he turns around and heads towards the lion. 
As he comes closer to the lion, he hears the it saying a prayer: "Thank you Lord for the 
food I am about to receive."



MAKES YOU THINK
1114



15
SODOKU



CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION 16

Ministry Team

Church Secretary 
Mrs. Christine Boomsma   0403 171 824

Treasurer  
Mr. Wayne Gardiner  0413 966 587

Assistant Treasurer  
Mr. Darren Gardiner 0412 970 509

Elders: 
Mrs. Bronwen Holding  (03) 9762 3830
Mr. David Rees 0437 561 080

Deacons: 
Mr. Geraint Griffiths 0400 607 728
Mr. Michael Min Fa 0411 027 478

Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes  0405 146 544 
Rev. Sara S.V. Bishop  0424 880 694 
Mr. Peter Whitefield   0402 030 360 

Administration 
Mr. Jake Reynolds  (03) 9329 5139 

Church Caretakers 
Maureen and Willy Ow  (03) 9329 6961 

Church Organist 
Ms. Wendy Couch  (03) 9813 2675 

Church Office

Social Media

Morning Worship

Welsh Services

Holy Communion

11:00 am Sundays

2:00pm on Second and Last Sunday of 
each month

As advertised (see website)
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