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Our 2018 St. David’s Day
Gymanfa Ganu

Entry into Junior Church is pretty tough !

Rev. Siôn
displaying
his unique
fashion
style.

What an afternoon!

Ebrill 2018
April 2018

CHURCH SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES
SUNDAY SERVICES
MARCH 29

Maundy Thursday
Lunch time Reflection / meditation

MARCH 30
9:00am
APRIL 1
11:00am

Good Friday
English

English
Welsh

Rev. Jim Barr
Junior Church
Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes

APRIL 15
11:00am

English

Mr. Zak Hanyn
Junior Church

APRIL 22

11:00am

English

Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes
Junior Church

1:00pm

Seiat

Child Safety Laws

APRIL 29

Anzac Service

10:50am

English

2:30pm

Welsh

320 La Trobe St.
10:30am

Prayer list

Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes
Communion
Junior Church

APRIL 8
11:00am

11th

Mr. Peter Whitefield

Easter Day
English

Fellowship
group

Mr. Peter Whitefield
Junior Church

Please remember the
following in your prayers:
Aled Roberts and family
Rowlands family
Dewi Jones

Wendy Couch
Mandy Morrison
Fortunata Butta
Nola Harris
Beryl Burrup
Lyn Platt
Remember all the sick,
sad, scared, hungry and
lonely in our community
and beyond.

Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes

Bronwen Holding is wanting to set up a permanent display of Queen Victoria
Hospital Ladies Auxiliary Service Badges. The Melbourne Welsh Church has had a
long and strong association with the Queen Vic Hospital and had a Ladies Auxiliary
for many years that worked for the hospital on a voluntary basis.
If you have one that would like to donate, please contact Bronwen on 9762 3830
Many thanks in anticipation.

CHURCH SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES
April birthdays
Best wishes and
congratulations to :
1st
3rd
7th
8th
9th
10th
12th
13th
15th
16th
22nd
24th
25th
27th
29th

David Rees
Kate Rees
Daniel Rees
James Berry
John Williams
Siôn Gough Hughes
June Mannesah
Ruth Williams
Joyce Lewis
Arianwen Scally
Adele Gardiner
Peter Holding
Sian McKenzie
Geraldine Affley
Siobhan McKenzie
Wendy Arnold
Allan McKenzie

april anniversaries
Congratulations to all those couples
celebrating an anniversary
in April including:
Olwyn & John Doré on the 20th
Kym & Paul Gardiner on the 26th
Lois & John Williams on the 27th
Gail & John Rees on the 28th
If you would like a special occasion
mentioned in The Dawn, please contact
either Olwyn Doré on 9457 2567 or the
church office on 9329 5139

MORNING TEA
Morning tea is offered each Sunday
following the 11:00am
service.
Assistance is always
sought to prepare, serve
and clean up.
Whilst with us here in Melbourne,
experiencing some very warm weather,
Dewi Hughes, husband of our esteemed
conductor this year, Ilid, received the
picture ( left ) from family back in Wales to
point out what he was missing ie. 2 feet of
snow.
Remarkable how the Welsh still have a
great sense of humour despite their
unfortunate weather.

In my deepest, darkest moments, what really got me through was a prayer. Sometimes
my prayer was 'Help me.' Sometimes a prayer was 'Thank you.' What I've discovered is
that intimate connection and communication with my creator will always get me
through because I know my support, my help, is just a prayer away. ~ Iyanla Vanzant

sion’s MEssAGE
Dear Friends,
Happy Easter! Jesus is risen!
By the time you read this Easter will be upon us (or it may even
have been and gone). I hope yours yours is (was) a happy and blessed one.
Do you know what a Seiat is? Some of you may be nodding at this point, for those of
you who aren't let me explain.
The University of Wales says a Seiat is ‘Cyfarfod crefyddol ymhlith y Methodistiaid
cynnar’ or in English ‘religious meeting amongst early Methodists’.

The Seiat took many forms - in some places it was a prayer meeting, in some places an
excuse to sing more hymns, in some places it was a discussion group for issues within
the church. We are going to revive this form of church meeting in a modern way.
After the morning service on Sunday 22nd April (from 1pm - 2pm) we will be holding
our first Seiat. The idea is that it is an opening meeting for anyone from the church
who wants to come along and discuss the issue of the day in an informal way.
I envisage it being held round a table with cups of tea and biscuits and those there
having an open and friendly discussion. There will be a ‘chairperson’ to make sure we
stay more or less on topic and that's as formal as it gets.
My hope is we hold this every couple of months and anyone can suggest the topics for
discussion. In saying that we do have the first two topics ready.
On April 22nd - the topic will be the new Child Safety Laws and how they need to be
applied to us as a church.
A few weeks ago Rev. Ian Smith of the Victorian Council of Churches spoke to the
ministry team and some of the elders about what is expected from churches in regards
to child safety. It's something we take very seriously and it is also something that
involves us all, not just the elders. So our first Seiat will cover this important issue.
The next Seiat will be on June 17th from 1-2pm and the topic will be Marriage Equality.
This is another topic that involves us all as a church. At our last Gymanfa meeting with
our sister church from Carmel the meeting made a momentous decision that will effect
both congregations. We are only the second denomination (after the Quakers) to have
made a decision on this issue at a denominational level.
This was the resolution that was passed -

The Gymanfa of the Welsh Calvinistic Methodist Connexion in Victoria adopts the
following resolutions concerning the same sex marriage legislation in Australia.
The Gymanfa states that the Gymanfa, although it accepts the legal validity of same
sex marriage, will not impose a defined position on the Connexion as a whole.
Instead it encourages each of the member Churches, Societies and Ministers to
make their own decision based on their own conscience.

Each church shall, at a congregational level, decide it’s own policy on same sex
marriage and that neither the Gymanfa, nor the Board of Elders, nor the local
minister(s) can alter the church members’ decision. The decision of the church
can only be altered by a church meeting; any alteration of the local church’s
view should only be considered if three members of the church request a vote
and this can only be done once a year. This vote should be held at a special
church meeting which has been announced for at least three weeks prior to the
vote being taken.
Each minister of the Connexion has the right to decide his or her personal position
on same sex marriage and he / she cannot be forced to conform to the local
church’s decision and is free to exercise his / her decision outside the church.
In adopting these resolutions the Gymanfa wishes to affirm and respect the
differences and individuality of all its members as well as doing all it can to preserve
“the unity of the Spirit in the bonds of peace.”
The Seiat in June will not be the meeting where a vote is taken instead it will be a
safe place to ask those questions you want answers to and to listen to various ideas
about marriage equality from both sides of the discussion.
If you have any questions as to what a Seiat is or who can come or how it will work
please feel free to talk to me or any of the ministry team or elders.

I look forward to seeing you at our first Seiat on the 22nd.
Yours,
Siôn.

jiM’s MEssAGE
In 2018 there are two Interns living and working with the
Melbourne Welsh Church. Zak Hanyn and Siobahn McKenzie are
combining living in the city with study, service in the community
and engagement with the church. From the very beginning of the
Calvinistic Methodist movement in Wales there was a deep
commitment to the Sunday School. Sunday Schools were not what we know focussed around telling the Christian story for faith formation. For the original Sunday
Schools the emphasis was on SCHOOL, not SUNDAY. Their mission was education for
literacy and life through learning to read the Scripture, not just the Scripture as an
end in itself. Supporting interns in an intensive year of formation and experience
stands firmly in this tradition of a commitment to education that is part of our
heritage.
Zak and Siobahn are both studying through the University of Divinity. Zak has been
with us since mid 2017 and Siobhan has just started. Zak is working intensively with
our youth and children and Siobahn is working with Bubba in his work on the streets
and engaging in the church’s mission for justice in the world. Please take the time to
get to know them and if you can, please come to their induction service at the
Melbourne Church on the morning of 15th April 2018.
Grace and Peace
Jim

ChristinE’s CulinAry CornEr
Hi there,
I was recently asked for a simple recipe that was in The Dawn
some time ago. It is a tasty bite.

PEtEr’s MEssAGE







4-6 sheets of puff pastry
200gms approx. grated tasty cheese
5 slices of bacon-finely diced
1 cup of tomato sauce
1 small onion finely diced

SAVOURY
PINWHEELS

1. Mix the bacon, onion, cheese and sauce together in a bowl.
2. Spread the mixture onto a sheet of puff pastry ensuring that it covers the sheet
completely.
3. Roll up the sheet to resemble a swiss roll, cover with glad wrap and place in the
refrigerator until needed.
4. When ready to cook remove glad wrap and cut into half inch slices, place on oven
trays and cook in an oven preheated to 220ºC for 10 minutes or until pastry is cooked.
5. Repeat this process until all is used.
For a different filling try pesto mixed with grated cheese .
Hwyl fawr, Christine

Cambrian news
Members and friends of the Cambrian Society
of Victoria had a most enjoyable day on its
annual picnic down at the Greenacre’s holiday
in Portarlington. A mini-bus driven by Rev. Jim transported the majority in airconditioned comfort down to the beautiful Bellarine Peninsula. The church’s 5 special
guests from Wales, Ilid, Dewi, Rhys, Aled and Steffan joined us
for the day and were a wonderful and fun group who enjoyed
the warm weather and fellowship. We had time on the beach
for a paddle, a trivia quiz, a delicious BBQ lunch and endless
cuppas. Several of our Welsh Geelong friends also joined us for
the day and added to what was a fantastic occasion. Our
special thanks go to Dilys and Arthur for their hospitality once
again. This year marked
the 21st time the
Cambrian has been made
welcome at Portarlington
and we were sadly
informed that this could
be the final time the
Greenacres could manage to host the picnic. We
cannot thank the jovial pair enough for their long
time support of the annual picnic, but
understand that change is sometimes necessary. The annual picnic will continue but
perhaps with a difference next year.

NEWS FROM THE PEWS
Another light hearted start for devoted readers of this column:

Have you heard about the 'with it' spider ??. No?. Well - it has it's
own Web Site. !!.
Were you watching the 'Man and Boy ', segment recently on
Foxtel ? It featured the self-narrated story of renowned Welsh
tenor Aled Jones, and included several duets of him as a boy soprano and adult tenor.
This brought back memories to this former City of Bangor resident who never graced
the interior of the historic Cathedral where Llandegfan-raised Aled started his singing
career as a chorister. I lived in that City from 1935 to 1946, where my father
ministered to the congregation of the Lon Popty (Park Hill) Welsh Calvinistic Methodist
chapel.

Recent visitors to our wonderful Church have included - Jean Baptist from Paris,
France. He's holidaying before wrestling with a six months engineering course. Lucie
Puzenet was also in, a friend of Church regular Kim Dunt, originally from Vannes,
France, but an Australian resident for about five years. This French duo had plenty to
talk about on being introduced.
Jade Williams from Gogledd Cymru was in again, this time bringing a friend - Oliver
Casper from Munich, Germany. Liz. Millman is with us again for three months, staying
at beachside Beaumaris.
I should report that this edition of NFTP is being transmitted from the 15th floor of a
Time Share on Marine Parade, Coolangatta, Queensland, on a balmy Sunday
afternoon. We had crossed paths with Church regular Joy Joy on the premises during
a previous sojourn, but just missed her on this occasion .
We've not long returned from the 9am Service at The ( Uniting) Church on the Hill at
Burleigh Heads. The Service was followed by a special 'brunch' to honour and farewell
now retired organist and Religious Education Teacher- 93 years old Bettye Dare. This
Wonder Woman has played the organ for the Congregation for some 70 plus years
and testament to that lifetime of devoted service was the attendance of at least six
former ministers who had graced the pulpit during her tenure.
Below you'll see a photo of the Commonwealth Games Volleyball arena, viewed from
our apartment. And also the view looking south along the coast with the mouth of the
Tweed River just out of sight.
~ Your Intrepid Reporter, Medi Jones-Roberts.

Our St. David's day
Special guests

Ilid with little Olivia

Christine, Church Secretary, with her 3
new loves: Steffan, Aled and Rhys

St. David's day
Gymanfa ganu

St. David's day
Flag raising service
Chris Holtby OBE, Consul
General in Melbourne, addressed
the congregation

Aled Wyn Davies

Hospitality at the Welsh Church means
food, and plenty of it….what a spread!

Welsh connexion — gymanfa weekend
Each year, the Elders of the 2 Churches of
the Welsh Calvinistic Methodist Connexion
of Victoria - Carmel and Melbourne meet for combined business sessions on a
Saturday, followed by the Induction
Service of the new Moderator of the
Connexion on the Sunday.
This year. Mrs Bronwen Holding of the
Melbourne Welsh Church was inducted as
Moderator and we all congratulate her.
Around 30 members of the Carmel Church
travelled down to Melbourne for this
service, the delicious lunch that followed
and the afternoon communion service
before returning to Ballarat.
A well-attended important occasion for
everyone involved.

Secretary of the Melbourne Welsh
Church, Mrs Christine Boomsma,
inducts Mrs Bronwen Holding as the
new Moderator of the Connexion.
The Elders of the Welsh Calvinistic Methodist
Connexion of Victoria, 2018

WRAP, PACK AND STACK
Our 2018 effort is well and truly in full swing. As usual,
we are reliant upon the generosity of our Church people to
provide the necessary goodies. We currently require the
following items:
Girls underwear - sizes 5-9
erasers

pencil sharpeners

elastic bands

Boys clothes - sizes 2-4
coloured pencils

grey lead pencils

Our next working bee will be on April 17th in the Church Sunday School Hall from
10:00am onwards. Morning tea is provided, BYO lunch.
If you can spare a few hours, your assistance would be very much appreciated.

CARMEL MISSION PARTNERS AUSTRALIA

FORAGERS’ FAIR
Carmel Welsh Presbyterian
Church
263 Albert Street, Sebastopol

Saturday 7th April 2018
8.00am—2.00pm
BREAKFAST
SAUSAGE SIZZLE
DEVONSHIRE
TEAS
CAKES &
SLICES
FILIPINO
FOOD
NEW STALL
HOLDERS
WELCOME
PH: 5335 8252

LOTS OF MUSIC
& ENTERTAINMENT

FUN FOR THE
WHOLE FAMILY

Supporting our work in
the Philippines

THE CHURCH SIGN
RECENTLY

Mob. 042 471 9291
helenmselby@gmail.com

Wales Air Ambulance covers the whole of Wales
every single day. Each year its helicopters attend
around 2,500 missions, covering rural countryside,
bustling towns and cities, along the Welsh coastline
and across vast mountain ranges. The service has
carried out more than 24,000 missions to date since
its launch on St David’s Day 2001. The aim of Wales
Air Ambulance is to reach, treat and transport
patients with the greatest speed possible to the
most appropriate hospital for their needs.
Its four airbase operations in Caernarfon, Llanelli,
Welshpool and Cardiff are ready to saves lives wherever needed.
A pilot can have the helicopter airborne within 3 minutes of receiving an emergency
call. The aircraft can travel at 150mph – over 2 miles per minute – and can reach
anywhere in Wales within 20 minutes. But it doesn’t just fly patients to hospital – it
takes A&E directly to you. Its critical care consultants and practitioners have some of
the most pioneering equipment and skills in the world, including blood products and
techniques developed in the army, meaning patients receive advanced care before
they even reach the hospital.
Wales Air Ambulance is funded by the people of Wales and rely entirely on the
public’s support to help keep the helicopters flying. The charity does not receive
direct funding from the government and it also fails to qualify for National Lottery
funding. Its helicopters are kept in the air through charitable donations, fundraising
events and membership of our in-house Lifesaving Lottery.

It needs to raise £6.5 million every year to operate the service, with each mission on
average costing £1500.

FACTS ABOUT WALES


The corgi dog ( the Queen’s favourite ) originates from Wales; it means dwarf dog
or cor-ci



Blackadder 111 said of Wales, ”You need half a pint of phlegm in your throat just
to pronounce the place names.”



Microsoft offer a version of windows called ‘Welsh Windows’ recognising Welsh as
the most popular of the Celtic languages and its linguistic diversity.



St. Patrick, the patron saint of Ireland, was actually Welsh. A resident of Banwen
in the Dulais Valley, he was apparently taken to Ireland by Irish slavers.
The first Eisteddfod was held by Lord Rhys at Cardigan castle in 1176.
The Welsh Millennium Centre, opened ion 2004, is inscribed with part of a poem
by Gwyneth Lewis. It reads: “Creu Gwir Fel Gwydr o Ffwrnais Awen’ ( Creating
truth like glass from the furnace of inspiration )
Al Capone’s accountant, Llewelyn Humphreys, aka Murray the Hump, came from a
Powys family and at one point was America’s most wanted man. He took control
of the mob after Capone’s incarceration.






SENIORS - you’VE Got to lAuGh
A letter to a national UK newspaper
in the 1950's declared:
'My grandfather, who is 87, has
been converted to nudism. He sits
all day long in the greenhouse
without a stitch on except for his
hat. When I asked him what he
wants with a hat on if he's a nudist,
he hits out at me with his walking
stick and hollers,
"Because I'm bald."

In his later life, a former Bishop of Lincoln, UK,
found himself having difficulty rising from a park
bench where he had stopped to take the weight
off his feet. After struggling ineffectively, he was
delighted when a little girl offered a helping
hand.
'That's very kind of you my dear,' he told her,
'But are you really strong enough?'
'Oh yes, the child retorted, 'I've often helped my
daddy when he was much drunker than you.'

When W.C. Fields, the actor, was in his dotage he was seen to be reading the Bible by a
close friend who demanded to know what he was looking for.
'Loopholes, dear boy, loopholes,' murmured Fields.
Two elderly guests, Martin and Chris, attended a party
given by a business associate to mark his daughter's
engagement to a man she had been living with for three
years, were grumbling about the decline in moral
standards.
'All these people sleeping together before they're
married,' Martin muttered indignantly. 'I didn't sleep with
my wife before we were married. Did you?'
'I don't know,' answered Chris thoughtfully. 'What was
her maiden name?'
There's always a lot to be thankful for if you take time to
look for it. For example, I'm sitting here thinking how
nice it is that wrinkles don't hurt
Senior Texting Codes
ATD - At the Doctor's
BFF - Best Friend's Funeral
BTW - Bring the Wheelchair
BYOT - Bring Your Own Teeth
FWIW - Forgot Where I Was
ROFL...CGU - Rolling on the Floor
Laughing...Can't get Up!

I'm a
walking
storeroom
of facts I've just
lost the
key to the
storeroom
door.

I'm wondering, if you're only as old as you feel, how
could I be alive at 150?

One day a police car pulled
up to Granny's home and
Grampa got out. The
constable explained that this
elderly gentlemen had said
he was lost in the Victoria
park.
“Why, Ivor”, said Granny,
“you've been going there for
over 30 years! How on
earth could you say you had
got lost?”
Leaning close to Granny so
the police officer couldn't
hear, he whispered,
“Wasn't exactly lost. I was
just too tired to walk
home.”
I'm not really old and
grouchy, I just don't like
traffic, waiting, crowds,
lawyers, loud music, unruly
kids, barking dogs,
politicians and a few other
things I can't seem to
remember right now.

puzzle page

SOLUTION ( 18 LETTERS ): ____________________________

Rearrange the letters in the following phrase to form a
word related to Easter.

RECRUITER SON

___________________
EASTER SUDOKU

CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION
Ministry team
Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes
Rev. Jim Barr
Presence Ministry
- Mr. Peter Whitefield

0405 146 544
0425 462 277
0402 030 360

Board of elders
Church Secretary
Mrs. Christine Boomsma

9758 6997

Treasurer
Mr. Wayne Gardiner

9558 2149

Assistant Treasurer
Mr. Darren Gardiner

041 297 0509

Elders:

Deacons:

Mr. John Doré
9457 2567

Mr. Geraint
Griffiths
9877 7282

Mrs. Bronwen Holding
9762 3830
Mr. David Rees
9416 1484

Mr. Michael
Min Fa
0411 027 478

Administrative Assistant
9329 5139

The Welsh Church office hours are:
8:45am to 2:45pm

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday
Church caretaker / hall hire
Ms. Lyn Rowlands

9329 6961

Website:
melbournewelshchurch.com.au
Twitter:
http:/twitter.com/
melbwelshchurch\
‘Melbourne Welsh Church’ on
Facebook search bar.

Blog:
On website

DIVINE WORSHIP
11:00am

Second and last Sunday of each
month at 2:30pm.

HOLY COMMUNION

First Sunday of each month and as
advertised.

JUNIOR CHURCH

Every Sunday during the morning
Service.

GYMANFA GANU

Church Organist
Ms. Wendy Couch

Email:
melbwelshchurch@
bigpond.com

WELSH SERVICES

CHURCH office
Mr. Fred Boomsma

Social media

9813 2675

Interns
Mr. Zak Hanyn

0433 717 590

Ms. Siobhan McKenzie

0477 990 089

March and August

FELLOWSHIP GROUP

Second and fourth Wednesday
of the month at 10:30am.

