Registered by Australia
Post
Print Post Approved
PP 100005221

Y WAWR
THE DAWN
The magazine of the Melbourne Welsh Church

Happy
St. David’s
Day
Our 2019 St. David’s Day Gymanfa Ganu

Ebrill 2019
April 2019

church services and activities
sunday services

fellowship
group

APRIL 7
11:00am

APRIL 14

English

Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes
Communion
Junior Church

PALM SUNDAY

11:00am

English

Mr. Tony Williams
Junior Church

2:30pm

Welsh

Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes

APRIL 18
7:00pm
APRIL 19
9:0Oam
APRIL 21
11:00am
APRIL 28

MAUNDY THURSDAY
English

Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes

GOOD FRIDAY
English

Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes

EASTER SUNDAY
English

Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes
Junior Church

ANZAC SERVICE

10:50am

English

Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes
Junior Church

2:30pm

Welsh

Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes

prayer list
Please remember the
following in your prayers:
Alan Morris, John Rees,
Wilma Lomax, Loris Williams
Remember all the sick, sad, scared,
hungry and lonely in our
community and beyond.

April 10th & 24th
312 La Trobe St.
10:00am

evening bible
study
April 9
10 / 331 Orrong Rd.
St.Kilda
7:00pm

bupa caulfield
services
April 1 at 11:00am
April 15 at 2:00pm
349 North Rd
Caulfield

mid-week
service
April 10
12:00pm

april anniversaries
Congratulations to all couples celebrating
their wedding anniversary in March,
including:

Olwyn and John Dore on the 20th
Kym and Paul Gardiner on the 26th

Lois and John Williams on the 27th
Gail and John Rees on the 28th

church services and activities
april birthdays
Best wishes and congratulations to :
1st
8th
9th
10th
12th

David Rees
James Berry
John Williams
Siôn Gough Hughes
June Manessah

13th
15th
16th
22nd

Ruth Williams
Joyce Lewis
Arianwen Scally
Adele Gardiner
Peter Holding

morning tea
Morning tea is offered each
Sunday following the
11:00am service.
Assistance is always sought
to prepare, serve and
clean up.

operation christmas child
Our 2019 endeavour has well and truly
commenced :
Working bee date:

April 16 from 10:00am

Volunteers: It would be great to see some new
faces
Initial needs: empty shoe boxes
Clothing and underwear: all children’s sizes

Small toys:
toys, etc

yoyos, cars, skipping ropes, soft

Personal hygiene items - combs, soap, toothbrushes
Stationery: pencils,
crayons, pads, rulers,
erasers, sharpeners etc
Monitory donations:
always handy to buy items
not donated but needed

24th
25th
27th
29th

Sian McKenzie
Geraldine Affley
Siobahn McKenzie
Wendy Arnold
Allan McKenzie

things to ponder
What if my dog only brings
back the ball because he
thinks I like throwing it?
If poison is past its expiry
date, is it more poisonous or
is it no longer poisonous?
Which letter is silent in the
word ’SCENT’, the S or the
C?
Do twins ever realise that
one of them was unplanned?
Why is the letter w, in
English called double u?
Shouldn’t it be called double
v?
Maybe oxygen is slowly killing you and it just takes 75100 years to fully work.
Every time you clean something, you just make something else dirty.
The word ‘swims’ upside
down is still ‘swims’.
Intentionally losing a game
of rock. Paper. Scissors is
just as hard as trying to win.

sion’s MEssAGE
Dear Friends,
Have you ever been to a magic show? I love them, I used to watch
Paul Daniels on a Saturday night when I was growing up, then
David Copperfield and Penn and Teller. I even like going to see live
magic shows. Some are really good, some not so good but all of them amaze me, I
wonder how they do what they do.
A few years ago there was a TV series where a masked magician explained how many
of the famous tricks were done. He was banned from the Magic Circle and the show was
stopped after a couple of seasons. It was brilliant to watch and, for me, only went to
emphasise how skilled magicians are and how much practise they need to do to get
even passably good.
There is a point in every magic show when I ask myself, “How did they do that?” It’s
that whole amazed disbelief at being stunned at what just happened.
Now go back 2,000 years and imagine what the disciples must have felt when they first
saw the risen Christ after the original Easter Sunday. Amazed disbelief might be an
understatement, a hue understatement. And that’s what we will be exploring this
Easter. Our theme is DISBELIEF.
On Maundy Thursday at 7pm we’ll look at the disbelief of Peter when Christ washed his
feet.
On Good Friday at 9am we’ll look at the disbelief of the disciples as their leader was
crucified
And
On Easter Day we’ll have an Easter Breakfast at 9:30am and then a service at 11am
when we will look at the disbelief if everyone at the Resurrection of Jesus.
We will, hopefully, stand by that tomb with the disciples of all the years and stare in
amazed disbelief at the empty tomb and wonder at what it means for us. We will walk
in the garden and sit in the upper room and encounter the risen Lord.
This Easter may it be a time of amazed disbelief and may we see the Jesus risen and as
Thomas did, proclaim him, “My Lord and my God.”
Happy Easter to you all.
Siôn.
PS (I hope I don’t need to make it clear that I don’t think the Resurrection was some
kind of slight of hand magic trick!)
Thanks,

pEtEr’s MEssAGE
In Memoriam on his Feast Day: Oscar Romero (August 15, 1917 –
March 24, 1980)
"A church that doesn't provoke any crises, a gospel that doesn't
unsettle, a word of God that doesn't get under anyone’s skin, a word of God that
doesn't touch the real sin of the society in which it is being proclaimed — what gospel is
that?"
"Even when they call us mad, when they call us subversives and communists and all the
epithets they put on us, we know we only preach the subversive witness of the
Beatitudes, which have turned everything upside down."
"You know that the air and water are being polluted, as is everything we touch and live
with, and we go on corrupting the nature that we need. We don't realize we have a
commitment to God to take care of nature. To cut down a tree, to waste water when
there is so much lack of it, to let buses poison our atmosphere with those noxious
fumes from their exhausts, to burn rubbish haphazardly-all that concerns our alliance
with God."
"When we struggle for human rights, for freedom, for dignity, when we feel that it is a
ministry of the church to concern itself for those who are hungry, for those who have
no schools, for those who are deprived, we are not departing from God's promise. He
comes to free us from sin, and the church knows that sin's consequences are all such
injustices and abuses. The church knows it is saving the world when it undertakes to
speak also of such things."
"The absolute desire of 'having more' encourages
the selfishness that destroys communal bonds
among the children of God. It does so because the
idolatry of riches prevents the majority from
sharing the goods that the Creator has made for
all, and in the all-possessing minority it produces an
exaggerated pleasure in these goods."
"The church would betray its own love for God and
its fidelity to the gospel if it stopped being . . . a
defender of the rights of the poor . . . a humanizer
of every legitimate struggle to achieve a more just
society . . . that prepares the way for the true reign
of God in history."
"That is the hope that inspires Christians. We know
that every effort to better society, especially when injustice and sin are so ingrained, is
an effort that God blesses, that God wants, that God demands of us." ~ Oscar Romero

news from the pews

Your Intrepid Reporter Medi Jones- Roberts
9758-0014

I'll commence this month with a great
quote: “Truth is like the sun- You can shut it out for a while, but
It will eventually reappear.”
Visitors to our historic Church since the last issue of this great
periodical have included -John Hassett and Craig Morden; John
Taylor from Caerphilly, South Wales ;Richard Holt, Nova Scotia,
Canada; Antolia Rose, Portland, Oregon, USA ; Rose and Andrew
Lord, Wellington, New Zealand. Dear friends that's not a
misprint - we really did have three roses at worship on Sunday, March 24. And Yueh
Zhang who has become a delightful regular in our midst.
Several members of our church travelled to Ballarat on the weekend of March 16 and 17.
Elders were there for the regular meeting of The Connexion at The Carmel Welsh Presbyterian Church, Sebastopol, but others went for 'a change'. The occasion also marked the
end of our Church Elder Mrs Bronwen Holding's year as Moderator of The Connexion.
During proceedings she handed over those duties to Mr. Michael Glare of Ballarat.
Once again the Annual St. David's Day Festivities were an outstanding success. The
March 1 Flag Raising Ceremony in our Church; which was followed by an impromptu
Prynhawn Lawen in our hall; Choir Concerts with Guest soloist and 2018 National
Eisteddfod Blue Riband Winner Andrew Jenkins involved and thoroughly enjoying
himself. And there was the Gymanfa Ganu once again held at St. Michael's Uniting
Church. A very hot day and transport problems probably reduced the attendance to 700
or so. Rita and Gwyn Owen were over across 'The Ditch', from Tauranga, New Zealand
for the occasion once again.
The couple were in the group that took our Guest of Honour out to The Chocolatier at
Yarra Glen for coffee plus, then to a vineyard in the Yarra Valley before finishing off the
occasion at the Boronia home of Church Secretary Christine Boomsma and Church
Administrative Officer Fred. Boomsma for pancakes - as it just happened to be Shrove
(pancake) Tuesday.
A handful of church regulars have or are about to spread their wings. Donna Jones and a
girl friend are off to luxuriate on Tahiti for a couple of weeks while Olwyn and John Dore
are taking in the sights of Taiwan, also for two weeks.
I'm now going to share with you something which you would have missed if not at
Church about three weeks ago to read the weekly notices.
It brought me to tears- and if you're Welsh you might suffer likewise. ' Being Welsh. is
not a place.. It's not something you can become or buy or inherit.. It's something you
are. From the moment you are born.. It lives deep within your soul.. It's there with
every breath you take and every emotion that you feel ..with every tear that you shed
and every rage that you roar .It's your pride and your passion.. It's your home, that you
will never leave no matter how far you might roam.. I am Welsh and proud to tell the
whole world.. There's no place on earth like the 'Land of Song'. 'The land of the Dragon'.
'The Land That I Call Home !!.'
Oh yes - and I wear a Tee shirt that proudly declares me to be Welsh - I'm Welsh, and
proud of it - it boasts.
'

st. dAvid’s dAy sErvicE
Andrew Jenkins, together with Gwyn
Owen from New Zealand, raised the
Welsh flag on March 1

Church guest, Andrew Jenkins, delighted all
present with several solo items.
What a voice!

The service was followed by a light
lunch provided by the Cambrian
Society in conjunction with the Welsh
Church. Another delicious spread.

2019 st. dAvid’s dAy GyMAnfA GAnu
The Melbourne Welsh Church’s 2019 St. David’s Day Gymanfa Ganu on March 3 was
another outstanding success despite the over 700 in attendance having to cope with
the extremely hot weather and public transport disruptions. Nothing could stop them.
And we can’t thank them enough for their determination and enthusiasm.
This year we had representation from 6 wonderful local choirs, the outstanding winner
of the Blue Riband at the 2018 National Eisteddfod of Wales , 2 local enthusiastic
conductors, a stirring timpani and trumpet ensemble and a funny old Welshman who
delighted us on the harp. What more could you want? It was a great afternoon of song
and praise.
The Church would like to thank everyone who in anyway helped to ensure the success
of our ‘big event’ : choirs, musical directors, conductors, ushers, musicians, soloist,
transporters, ladies in costume etc etc. Diolch. A big sincere thank you also goes to St.
Michael’s Uniting Church for once again allowing us to use their beautiful church.

2019 st. dAvid’s dAy

Guest soloist Andrew Jenkins

Conductor Jeanette John

Conductor Tom Buchanan

GyMAnfA GAnu

Mr Huw Jones, our harpist

Ms Wendy
Couch,
our percusAccompanist Ming Yu

yarra valley outing

Andrew
couldn’t resist
the ice-cream
at the
Chocolaterie

A convoy of 5 cars made their way
through the beautiful, but very dry,
Yarra Valley, stopping off for morning
tea at the Chocolaterie before a drive via
Healesville over the mountains to
Launching Place and a stop at a winery
for a sample or two.
Being Strove Tuesday, all stopped off at
Christine and Fred’s home for pancakes
before heading for home.
A lovely day out with our special guest,
Andrew, and also our friends, Rita and
Gwyn Owen from New Zealand.

farewell lunch
Several from our congregation had the
opportunity to farewell Andrew on his
last day in Melbourne with a lunch at
the Red Lion in Melbourne Central.

All wished him well and sincerely hoped
that he had had a happy stay with us in
Melbourne.
Andrew replied that it had been ‘an
experience of a lifetime.’

cambrian news
ANNUAL PICNIC
The Cambrian held their annual picnic at a new venue this year - the holiday home of
Ana and Darren Gardiner in Rye on the
beautiful Mornington Peninsula. The Church’s
guest soloist for the St. David’s Day Gymanfa
Ganu, Andrew Jenkins, joined us for the
occasion despite only having just arrived
from Wales the day before. Our Geelong
friends caught the Sorrento ferry from
Queenscliff to join us for the picnic. A happy
group certainly enjoyed the day.
There was
plenty of
good food,
including
barbecued meat, salads,
rolls and sweets to share.
A gentle stroll to the
beach and a quick paddle
was followed by our
customary trivia quiz
organised by Dilys. The
afternoon was rounded
off with a few rounds of bocce and another cuppa and
something to eat before heading for home.
Andrew was taken back to his apartment in the city via
Arthur’s Seat which provided wonderful views over Port
Philip Bay.
We cannot thank Ana and Darren enough for hosting our
picnic this year.
“Life is wasted if we do not grasp the glory of the cross, cherish it for the treasure
that it is, and cleave to it as the highest price of every pleasure and the deepest
comfort in every pain. What was once foolishness to us—a crucified God—must
become our wisdom and our power and our only boast in this world.” –John Piper
“God never said that the journey would be easy, but He did say that the arrival
would be worthwhile” – Max Lucado
“God will meet you where you are in order to take you where He wants you to
go.” –Tony Evans
“The Christian life is not a constant high. I have my moments of deep
discouragement. I have to go to God in prayer with tears in my eyes, and say, 'O
God, forgive me,' or 'Help me.'” –Billy Graham

vale

Eluned May Platt
The Melbourne Welsh Community were saddened to learn
of the passing of Lyn Platt at the age of 93 on March 18.
Lyn was a very active member of the Church for some 54
years, since migrating to Australia from North Wales. Her
outstanding music skills were often called upon and she was
a stalwart of the kitchen, working tirelessly.
Lyn’s husband, Cyril, was an Elder of the Church until his
passing in 2006 and her daughter Christine carries on the
close ties as Church Secretary.
Lyn’s funeral was held at the Church at 11:00am on March 22 followed by refreshments
in the Church Hall. As was only proper for such a Welsh lady, there was considerable
Welsh in the Order of Service which included a video of Ilid Ann Jones playing My Little
Welsh Home on the piano and a photo tribute to Rhys Meirion singing Afanof Angel. The
hymns were Gwahoddiad and O! Fy Iesu Bendigedig. Rev. Siôn lead the service, Huw
Jones accompanied the hymns on the pipe organ and Lyn’s grandson Siôn gave the
Eulogy.

christinE’s culinAry cornEr

Hi there,
I love these simple little pies, so apt for a variety of occasions:

CHICKEN AND LEEK PIES
400g thawed shortcrust pastry
*
1 tbsp butter
1 leek - thinly sliced
*
2 eggs
225g chicken breast - finely chopped
Small handful parsley or mint - finely chopped
Salt and pepper
Beaten egg - to glaze
METHOD:
Preheat oven to 200ºC
Roll out the pastry on a floured board to a thickness of 3mm.
Cut out 4 rounds large enough to line individual tart pans, and 4 rounds (slightly
smaller) to cover the pies
Melt the butter in a small pan, add the leek and cook gently for about 5 mins. until
soft.
Beat the eggs in a bowl and stir in the chicken, herbs and seasoning, and then add
the entire leek mixture, including the juices.
Spoon the mix evenly between the 4 pies, brush butter on the edges and put the
pastry lid on each, pressing the edges together to seal.
Brush the pies with beaten egg and cut slits into the tops. Cook for approx.
30mins.
Hwyl fawr,
Christine

the church sign recently

A POEM ABOUT ALZHEIMERS
Do not ask me to remember,
Don’t try to make me understand.
Let me rest and know you’re with me.
Kiss my cheek and hold my hand.
I’m confused beyond your concept.
I am sad and sick and lost.
All I know is that I need you
To be with me at all cost.
Do not lose your patience with me.
Do not scold or curse or cry.
I can’t help the way I’m acting,
Can’t be different ‘though I try.
Just remember that I need you,
That the best of me is gone.
Please don’t fail to stand beside me,
Love me ‘till my life is done.

If the mountain seems too big today,
then climb a hill instead;
if the morning brings you sadness,
it’s ok to stay in bed;
if the day ahead weighs heavy,
and your plans feel like a curse,
there’s no shame in rearranging,
don’t make yourself feel worse;
if a shower stings like needles
and a bath feels like you ‘ll drown;
if you haven’t washed your hair for days,
don’t throw away your crown.
A day is not a lifetime;
a rest is not defeat.
Don’t think of it as failure.
Just a quiet, kind retreat.
It’s ok to take a moment
from an anxious, fractured mind.
The world will not stop turning
while you get realigned.
The mountain will still be there
when you want to try again;
you can climb it in your own time,
Just love yourself til then.

“This is our time on the history line of
God. This is it. What will we do with the
one deep exhale of God on this earth?
For we are but a vapour and we have to
make it count. We’re on. Direct us, Lord,
and get us on our feet.” –Beth Moore

senior citizen humour
When WC Fields, the actor, was in
his dotage he was seen to be reading
the Bible by a close friend who
demanded to know what he was
looking for.
'Loopholes, dear boy, loopholes,'
murmured Fields.
I'm the life of the party - even if it
lasts until 8 pm.
I'm very good at opening childproof
caps - with a hammer.
I'm usually interested in going home
before I get to where I am going.
I'm smiling all the time because I
can't hear a thing you're saying.
I'm very good at telling stories; over
and over and over and over..............
I'm not really grouchy, I just don't
like traffic, waiting, crowds, lawyers,
loud music, unruly kids, barking
dogs, politicians and a few other
things I can't seem to remember
right now.
I'm wrinkled, saggy, lumpy, and
that's just my left leg.
I'm sure they are making adults
much younger these days, and when
did they let kids become policemen?
I'm wondering, if you're only as old
as you feel, how could I be alive at
150?
I'm a walking storeroom of facts I've just lost the key to the storeroom door.

Growing old is like being penalised for a
crime you haven't committed.
Two elderly people are living in a retirement
home near Newport, he was a widower and
she a widow, had known each other for a
number of years. One evening there was a
community supper in the big arena in the
Clubhouse. The two were at the same table,
across from one another. As the meal went
on, he took a few admiring glances at her
and finally gathered the courage to ask her,
'Will you marry me?'
After about six seconds of 'careful
consideration,' she answered 'Yes. Yes, I
will!'
The meal ended and, with a few more
pleasant exchanges, they went to their
respective places. Next morning, he was
troubled. 'Did she say 'yes' or did she say
'no'?' He couldn't remember.
Try as he might, he just could not recall. Not
even a faint memory. With trepidation, he
went to the telephone and called her. First,
he explained that he didn't remember as well
as he used to.

Then he reviewed the lovely evening past. As
he gained a little more courage, he inquired,
'When I asked if you would marry me, did
you say ' Yes' or did you say 'No'?'
He was delighted to hear her say, 'Why, I
said, 'Yes, yes I will.' and I meant it with all
my heart.'
Then she continued, 'And I am so glad that
you called, because I couldn't remember who
had asked me.'

There's always a lot to be thankful for if you take time to look for it. For example, I'm
sitting here thinking how nice it is that wrinkles don't hurt
I was thinking about how a status symbol of today is those cell phones that everyone
has clipped on. I can't afford one so I'm wearing my garage door opener.

for the juniors

EASTER WORD UNSCRAMBLE
T B M O - ____________
S U S J E - _____________
S N R I E - _____________
S O R C S - _____________
D A S U Y U - _____________
C R K O - ____________
M Y R A - ______________
S A R I F I C E C - _______________

church contact information
ministry team
Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes

0405 146 544

Presence Ministry
- Mr. Peter Whitefield

0402 030 360

board of elders
Church Secretary
Mrs. Christine Boomsma

9758 6997

Treasurer
Mr. Wayne Gardiner

9558 2149

Assistant Treasurer
Mr. Darren Gardiner

041 297 0509

Elders:

Deacons:

Mr. John Doré
9457 2567

Mr. Geraint
Griffiths
9877 7282

Mrs. Bronwen Holding
9762 3830
Mr. David Rees
9416 1484

Mr. Michael
Min Fa
0411 027 478

social media
Email:
melbwelshchurch@
bigpond.com
Website:
melbournewelshchurch.com.au
Twitter:
http:/twitter.com/
melbwelshchurch\
‘Melbourne Welsh Church’ on
Facebook search bar.
Blog:
melbournewelshchurch.
blogspot.com.au

divine worship
11:00am

church office

welsh services

The Welsh Church office hours are:

Second and last Sunday of each
month at 2:30pm.

8:45am to 2:45pm
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday
Administrative Assistant:
Mr. Fred Boomsma
9329 5139
Church caretaker / hall hire
Ms. Lyn Rowlands

Youth Leader
Mr. Zak Hanyn

First Sunday of each month and as
advertised.

junior church

9329 6961

Every Sunday during the morning
Service.

9813 2675

gymanfa ganu

Church Organist
Ms. Wendy Couch

holy communion

March and August
0433 717 590

