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CHURCH SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES 

SUNDAY  SERVICES 

JUNE 3   
 

11:00am  English  Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes
      Communion 
      Junior Church 
 

JUNE 10        
    

11:00am  English  Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes 
      Junior Church 
 

2:3pm  Welsh  Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes 

      Communion  
 

JUNE 17   

 

11:00am  English  Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes 

      Junior Church 
 

     

JUNE 24   

 
 

11:00am  English  Rev. Jim Barr   
      Junior Church 

 

 

2:30pm  Welsh  Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes 

Special  SERVICE 

There is to be a special service  

at  

2:30pm  

on  

July 8th  

to celebrate the  

20th anniversary  

of the  

Geelong Welsh Ladies Choir 

 

The choir will be performing  

several items. 

 

THE CHURCH SIGN  RECENTLY 

Prayer for: 
 

John Doré 
 

and all the sick, sad, 

lonely, hungry, cold, 
frail and scared in      

our community          

and beyond. 

http://empart.info/prayer/2013/04/26/may-june-2013-prayer-guide/


CHURCH SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES 

  Best wishes and  
congratulations to : 

june birthdays June  anniversaries 

Congratulations to all those couples           
celebrating an anniversary in May, including: 

 

Debbie and Mark Gardiner on the 9th 

and 

Jane and Geraint Griffiths on the 12th 

 

WRAP, PACK AND STACK 
 

Our 2018 effort is well and truly in full swing. As usual, we are reliant upon the       
generosity of our Church people to provide the necessary goodies. We currently      
require the following items: 
 

Girls underwear : sizes 10 - 14       Boys shorts : all sizes  

 

Girls shorts :  sizes 5 - 9        soap         erasers           pencil sharpeners 
 

Our next working bee 
will be on June 19 in 
the Church Sunday 

School Hall from 
10:00am onwards. 
Morning tea is             

provided, BYO lunch. 

 

If you can spare a few 

hours, your assistance 
would be very much   

appreciated. 

 

8th  Wayne Gardiner 

12th  Lloyd Berry 

  Duncan Gardiner 

13th  Catrin Griffiths     

16th  Tom Cooper 

  June Earle 

17th  Bradley Warburton 

  Eleri Little 

18th  Richard Williams 

  Debbi Ingles 

19th  Jane Griffiths 

20th  Ruth Whitefield   60th ! 

23rd  Joyce Ong 

24th  Anne Morris 

26th  Fred Boomsma 

 

Everyone is warmly invited to the   

 

165th anniversary 

of the  
Melbourne welsh church 

at  
11:00am  

on  

July 15th 
 

Special guest:  rev. beti wyn james 
 
 

followed by lunch 



 

 

sion’s MEssAGE 
 

I am writing this in the airport at Cairns. I have been up here  taking a  
funeral and this trip has reminded me not just how far the reach of the 

church is but how much impact we can have on   peoples’ lives.  
 

Some of you may remember Dylan. He came to the Welsh services 

quite a few times when he and his family lived in Melbourne. He was a police officer, a 
rugby player, a very proud father and a Welshman.  
 

Over the years Dylan and I had a lot of contact. I baptised his children, we met for     
coffee. He was from the same area of Wales as my dad and knew my cousins. When he 
moved to Queensland we had the occasional phone call and we would always catch up 

when he came down to Melbourne. The last time I saw him he popped into the office ‘for 
5 minutes’ for me to sign a paper for a school that wanted proof of his children’s baptism. 

An hour and three quarters later he left and only because he was late for his next     
meeting.  
 

Last week Dylan died, aged 44. His wife rang the Welsh Church even though they live in 

Cairns.  
 

Why? 
 

Because the Melbourne Welsh Church was his Church. It was here he had forged his          
connections with God; it was here he found his spiritual home. We were asked if we 

could lead his funeral service. It was an honour and a privilege to do so.  
 

This morning there were over 700 people in the Catholic Cathedral in Cairns (the only 
church big enough to hold the service.) Over 300 police officers, 60 people from Dylan’s 

Jujitsu club, loads of friends and family. People had travelled from England, Wales,     
Sydney, Melbourne and beyond to be there. I was invited to lead the service and the 

Queensland Police Service Chaplain was gracious enough to allow me to. The head of the 
Queensland Police made a speech; friends, colleagues and family members spoke. It was 
a truly lovely service and       afterwards the police honour guard stretched for a block 

and a half as the hearse drove off.   
 

But what got me most was after the service. We went to a huge house in the suburbs for 

lunch. There were maybe 50 people there and well over half of them came to me and 
said that Dylan used to talk about God and the people of the Welsh Church in Melbourne 
a lot. He would mention the church to people - so much so that people from Pwllheli and 

Sydney, from Hong Kong and Cairns knew that the Melbourne Welsh Church was Dylan’s 
spiritual home. People knew he went there, people knew his children had been baptised 

there, people knew we had helped him get those children into Christian schools, people 
knew that Dylan and his God met there.  
 

Dylan grew up speaking Welsh, he lived a lot of his life in Wales and he wished to leave 

this life in a Welsh service. We did that for him.  
 

On top of that today over 700 people heard the gospel because one man called the     

Melbourne Welsh Church his home.  
 

We should never underestimate the power of God to use and surprise us. He will do so in 

the most amazing and unusual ways. He did so to me today. I pray he will for you        
tomorrow. 
 

   

 



I am writing this as the wedding of Prince              
Harry and Meghan Markle is playing on the TV in the  

corner of the room. The event is being televised around the 
world to an audience of millions. The wedding reflects the profound 

social changes we are living through. The newest member of the   
royal family is an actor and a divorced woman of mixed race. Many of those leading    
elements of the service are of African heritage. The preacher is Bishop Michael Curry, an 

African American and a supporter of marriage equality (i.e. same sex marriage). He 
preached with power about "unselfish, redemptive, sacrificial love" and invited us to      
imagine a world "where love is the way”. 
 

It is striking that a wedding involving a central member of the royal family so richly     
embodies the diversity and dynamism of contemporary culture. We no longer live in the 

silos of mono-cultural identity but are increasingly part of ethnically diverse communities. 
The acceptance of divorced people in society is rarely controversial. Marriage equality is 
becoming mainstream in many societies and (yes!) in some churches.   
 

Our own denomination has taken a considered approach to the issue of marriage      
equality, referring it to the conscience of individual ministers and to the decision of each 

congregation of the Connexion as to what their own position will be. Personally, I am 
glad that we have not locked ourselves into a fixed position either for or against. We 

have left room for individual conscience of those who feel strongly either way about the 
issue. As we enjoy the royal wedding may it enrich and deepen our understanding of the 
meaning of marriage in changing times. 

 
  
 

 

pEtEr’s MEssAGE 

 

JiM’s MEssAGE 

 
 

                  This is a photo taken recently in Bright. 
It was a reminder to me, not to get so caught up with “stuff’ or 

‘business’ that I fail to see God in the every day. All of God’s creation  
is good and if I fail to see that I’m not really living life. 

God’s beauty is all around us and it 
is good for the soul to take it in, en-
joy it, appreciate it and thank God 

for it. It also reminded me of a 
Leunig poem, as we prepare for 
The Winter. 

We give thanks for the blessing of Winter. 
Season to cherish the heart 

To make warmth and quiet for the heart 
To make soups and broths for the heart 

To cook for the heart and read for the heart 
To curl up softly and nestle with the heart 
To sleep deeply and gently at one with the heart 

To dream with the heart 
To spend time with the heart 
A long, long time of peace with the heart 

We give thanks for the blessing of winter 
Season to cherish the heart. 

Amen 
(M Leunig) 



 

JUNIOR CHURCH ACTIVITY 

For Anzac day we made Anzac biscuits and we were split into groups. Group 1 was    
Morgan, Carina and I and the person that was helping us was Zak's mum Ruth. 

Group 2 was Andy, Luke and Eliana; I think Siobahn was helping them. 
Group 3 was Carys & Calum and Zak was 

helping them. 

 

We got the ingredients, which were flour, 
castor sugar, oats, salted butter, flour,    

golden syrup, baking soda and shredded     
coconut.  

 

In my group, I chopped up the butter and 
sieved the dry ingredients before the salted 
butter and the golden syrup was poured in. 

Then we all had turns mixing it in. It smelt 
delicious. 

 

The bowl was quite hot so I had an idea to 
put a cloth around the bowl to make it not as 
hot. Once all the ingredients were mixed together we let it sit so the baking soda could 

do its job. Because I sieved the dry ingredients the Anzac biscuits my group made were 
nice and crunchy on the outside and soft and moist on the inside. When we had all    

finished baking the Anzac we ate some that were still warm. They were exquisite and I 
wanted to eat them all but I couldn't because we made them for the church morning 
tea the next day.     

And we also got to take some home for our families.  

 

Thank you, Zak and the church for letting us have a wonderful time.                            

               By Krystina 

 

VALE:  Suzy rowland 
 

 

                                                  8/10/1953 — 29/4/2018 

 
On Mother’s Day (Sunday 13th May) the Melbourne Welsh 

Church was packed to farewell the late Susan Rowland.      
Susan was the daughter of Mac and Nola Harris. Nola passed 
away on the 30th March and Susan on the 9th April. Suzy 

had been baptised and married at the church and it was     
fitting to see so many of her friends and family coming to   
say goodbye. Suzy worked with the Campaign Palace, the 

prominent advertising agency in Melbourne in the 70’s and 
80’s. It was through her work in advertising that she met   

and married Peter Rowland of Peter Rowland Catering. The 
service was filled with poetry and songs, tributes, laughter 
and tears as we remembered a much loved and very         

creative woman. 



VALE :             JENNIFER MARION CRITCHLEY 
 

7/5/1953 — 24/4/2018 

 
 

Jenny was born in 1953 in Swan Hill, the second child 
born after Geoff to Ron and Meg Crozier (Parkin). Our 

parents were not averse to moving from place to place, 
and owned various businesses at Fawkner, Kilsyth and 

Darnum. Ron also worked as a real estate agent and had 
various sales representative roles. Despite these moves 
and changes as a family we continued our connection 

with the Welsh Church which had started with our Grand-
mother Marion Parkin (Jones),Grandfather Charlie Parkin 
(Church Elder) and our Great Grandmother Mary Jones. 

We attended   Sunday School regularly during the 1950’s 
and 1960’s and even later this link to our early shared   

history was demonstrated with Jenny’s passion for anything Welsh. She visited the ‘land 
of her fathers’ many times seeing relatives and trying to do family research. 
Jenny completed Year 11 and then moved to Melbourne to commence her nursing    

training at the Repatriation Hospital in 1970 which she completed in 1972. After working 
for some years in Melbourne she travelled extensively and ended up in Truro in Cornwall 
working in the Emergency Department. On her first day she met the love of her life, Ian, 

a resident doctor on his first day. They were an instant match with Jenny and Ian falling 
madly in love and head over heels for each other. One consultant even said to Ian—“you 

will go far with this woman by your side”. And travel they did initially to New Zealand 
where Jenny started a career as a nurse educator. She proved to be a naturally gifted 
teacher and a lifetime love of education and learning was born.  

Jenny had many passions but family was the main one—her children Sam, Owain, Huw 
and Megan were uppermost in all that she did. She also enveloped her extended family 

and old friends. They could not travel anywhere in the world without visiting and     
catching up with family and friends. 
Jenny loved all aspects of health care as well as nursing and teaching. Aboriginal health 

and domestic violence were her special interests and she completed a PhD in that area. 
In later years her interest in the nature of violence and its roots in the human condition 
meant more study undertaking a Masters Degree in Critical Theory. Her enthusiasm for 

education also led her to a Bachelor of Nursing Education and a Master of Nursing Edu-
cation. She worked for Melbourne University and received an award for her innovative 

approach to medical education which has been adopted by all the rural clinical schools. 
Jenny also studied to become a Nurse Practitioner in Emergency Departments, one of 
only a handful across Australia. 

Jenny loved reading and was a founding member of a book club in Shepparton. Another 
passion was her garden and she devoted huge amounts of time to maintaining the    
garden along with enabling the garden to be open to the public, supporting community    

organisations.  
Jenny loved it all and everything was done with zest, enthusiasm and a passion for life 

and her family. No grass ever grew under her feet. She flew. We are filled with over-
whelming grief at the loss of our Jenny, dearest wife of Ian, mother of Sam and Jackie, 
Owain, Huw and Madeleine, Megan, sister to Geoff and Glenys and step sister to Jill and 

Dianne. 
           ~  Glenys Lowden ( nee Crozier ) 

 

 



 

  

The church recently 

Saturday, May 12 saw the wedding of 
Lisa Hazelwood to Peter Holding at the 

Melbourne Welsh Church. 
Peter is the son of Bronwen and      

Christopher Holding and grandson of the 
late Robert and Dilys Berry. 
 

A happy informal ceremony conducted 

by Rev. Sion Gough Hughes was followed by an afternoon tea reception in the Sunday 
School Hall. 
 

Everyone wishes the happy couple every blessing for a long, successful and joyous life 
together. 

It was a joy to help the wonderful May      
Anderson celebrate her 97th birthday on   

Sunday, May 6. 
 

May is always so generous to everyone when 

it comes to giving on special occasions, that it 
was only proper that she was spoilt on her 
birthday, although she herself organised her 

own birthday cake. 
 

We wish May continued good health and   

happiness over the coming year, and we’ll do 
it all again in 2019. That special telegram is 

getting closer, May. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   PHOTO 

Mr. Tony Williams was proudly         
inducted as Pastor of the Welsh     

Methodist Calvinistic Connexion of    
Victoria during the morning service on 

April 29. Moderator of the Connexion, 
Mrs. Bronwen Holding, officiated. 
 

Tony already leads regular services at 
Bupa, Caulfield Aged Care on behalf of 
the church, and at times leads our own 

Sunday service. 
 

Congratulations Tony, may your good 

work continue and grow. 

 



 

 

 

The church recently 

Rhiannon Owen and Betti Wyn Davies       
celebrated their birthdays at ‘Te Bach’      

following a recent Welsh Service. 
Both Rhiannon and Betti live in the Geelong 

area and are regular attendees of our Welsh 
language services each month. 
 

Congratulations ladies  -   

 

Penblwydd Hapus ! 

Rev. Jim recently had the occasion to 
‘frock up’ for a prominent wedding.  

The wonderful Huw Jones, talented Harpist 
and retired resident of Kyneton, has to date 

knitted 8 colourful and warm blankets for 
the homeless. 

 

Rev. Sion insisted that he show off his   
handiwork. 
 

Keep up the great effort, Huw! 

The Welsh Church community congratulates member, 
Kimberley Dunt, on her recent engagement to            

Lucie Puzenat. 
 

We extend warmest best wishes to the happy couple    
for a long and joyous life-time together. 



NEWS  FROM THE PEWS    

 
 

 

Tony Williams 

I liked this quote uttered on TV 7two on Thursday, May 17. ' 
There's no such thing as Good Taste and Bad Taste - only Your 

Taste and My Taste !!.  and on a serviette at a restaurant - 'Take a 
Moment- Not a Selfie ! 

 

There was a brief mention in this column last month of the return 
from yet another visit to the UK of church stalwart Geraldine Affley 

- just in time to celebrate her big birthday on April 25. What we could not divulge at 

the time was the fact that her two sons Andrew and Jonathan had arranged a surprise 
OBE party for her at a Brighton Beach restaurant on The Day. Andrew flew down from 

Sydney with wife Anna and their two delightful children Scarlet and Jasper for the    
occasion . Melbourne based Jonathan, wife Suzanne and their daughter Stephanie    
also relished the occasion attended by over 30 of her friends. 
 

Our annual Anzac Commemoration Service on April 29 was once again attended by a 
contingent from the Normandy Vets. Association. They were Pauline Dudman, Frank 

McKeon, secretary Tia O'Shea, and Chris West whose husband Rob. proudly paraded 
the Association's banner.  
 

I understand that Kimberley Dunt has been taking a well earned break holidaying in 
Darwin. Just wondered if she stretched her stay to visit the wonderful Western       
Australian region which shares her Christian name? Also Diana Gardiner and Bev.   

Hugo should have returned from a week in the near snow country at Merrijig. I was        
fortunate to spend my first four years in Australia at nearby Mansfield to where my 

father, a Presbyterian minister was 'called' to minister in a seven church parish of 
1600 sq. kilometres, a far cry from the industrial Warrington (population 100,000 ) 
Parish in Lancashire, UK, he left, with St. John's being the only Presbyterian Church in 

the town. Incidentally, a few days after you read this, I celebrate the 69th anniversary 
of our arrival in Melbourne aboard the 16,000 ton P&O liner TSS Ranchi on June 8. 
 

Recent visitors to our Church have been Pam. and Neville Bowen from Berowra, Syd-
ney, NSW, where they regularly worship at St. Marks Anglican Church. Also in was Lan 
Wei from Korea. 
 

The church Grwp Canu (singing group) were back at the Bupa Aged Care facility, 
North Road, Caulfield, on May 7 for the monthly Communion Service led by Pastor   

Tony Williams. These monthly services are being increasingly well attended and an 
inspirational church outreach. Pastor Tony was ably assisted by Church Intern Siobhan 
McKenzie, 
 

I guess that you were watching THE wedding on 'the box' on Saturday, May 19. There 
were several references to Cymru during proceedings which concluded with the     

singing of the late Diana's favourite hymn, and I guess it could be yours as well, 
Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah. 

 

Janet and I have now returned from a few days country change at Bendigo in Central 
Victoria, and a property at  nearby Mandurang South, the latter being an area you've 
probably never heard of. But in an unassuming location there, there's a plaque mark-

ing the spot as the centre of Victoria. We re-united with a former colleague of mine 
from our days in the Victoria Welsh Male Voice Choir while there. 

~  Medi Jones-Roberts 



 

 

Holiday hotspots  -     coolangatta 

 

Janet and Medi Jones-Roberts regularly spend some of their holidays at their time-share        
apartment in the beautiful town of Coolangatta.  
 

Coolangatta is Queensland's most southerly coastal town, the gateway to the Gold 
Coast and Northern New South Wales. Located on the border near its twin town of 

Tweed Heads 100kms south of Brisbane and 900kms north of Sydney. 
  

The southern Gold Coast's famous sandy beaches and world-class surf breaks conclude 

at Coolangatta, renowned for its casual beach-side culture. The legendary Coolangatta 
Gold surf-lifesaving comp     
happens here every October 

and the Quicksilver and Roxy 
Pro kicks off surfing's most 
prestigious world tour at    

Snapper Rocks each March.   
 

Coolangatta was one of the 

earliest settlements on 
the Gold Coast. Once again  

focused on a steep headland 
at Point Danger the area was 
occupied by Europeans from   

at least 1828 by a convict station and red cedar getters soon followed. Selectors        
followed in the 1860s and a small settlement at Coolangatta was established. In 1883 a 
township was surveyed.  
 

A topsail schooner of 83 feet (25 m) in length and 88 long tons (89 t), Coolangatta was 
built by John Blinksell in 1843 for Alexander Berry whose property, Coolangatta Estate, 

adjoined Coolangatta mountain located on the northern bank of the Shoalhaven River, 
New South Wales. Coolangatta was wrecked on Kirra / Bilinga Beach adjacent to a 
creek during a storm on Wednesday August 18, 1846. 

On July 6, 1846, the ship sailed under Captain Steele from Brisbane, carrying 
two convict prisoners(George Craig in irons, and William George Lewis), to load red    
cedar logs at the Tweed River for Sydney. Steele found the river entrance closed 

by silt forming a bar, so he anchored in the lee of Point Danger off Kirra Beach. Red   
cedar logs were then hauled overland from Terranora Inlet and rafted from the beach, 

but in six weeks less than half of the contracted 70,000 feet of red cedar had been 
loaded. Meanwhile, five ships loaded with red cedar were bar-bound inside the river. 

On August 18, 1846, while Steel was ashore, a south-east gale blew up. Steele's boat 
was damaged while getting through the surf and he watched from the beach as the 

gale intensified. Eventually, the prisoners were freed and all hands abandoned ship and 
swam for shore as the anchors dragged. The ship parted its anchors and washed 

ashore near what was later called Coolangatta Creek. 

The survivors walked 70 miles (110 km) north to Amity Point in six days, fed each night 
by different groups of friendly indigenous Australians, and were taken into Brisbane on 

board the Tamar. Government surveyor Henry Schneider named the area Coolangatta 
while surveying in 1883 for the land auction in March 1884. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gold_Coast,_Queensland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Point_Danger_(Tweed_Heads)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toona_ciliata
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Schooner
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Long_ton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tonne
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexander_Berry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coolangatta_Estate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shoalhaven_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kirra,_Queensland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brisbane,_Queensland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Convict
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prison
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tweed_River_(New_South_Wales)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sydney,_New_South_Wales
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Silt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bar_(landform)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indigenous_Australians
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geophysical_survey


 

 

On the 19th of May, 2018, the Melbourne Welsh Church Youth Group went for Laser-
Tag at Melbourne Central. Zac and Eliana, Alice (another youth leader), Siobahn, Olwyn, 

Dorothea, John & Zak. 
 

First, we all gathered at the Church then set onward to Melbourne Central. We walked 

past the food court, towards the upwards escalator, we reached the top and then 
walked past The Red Lion, towards Strike 
 

Zak checked us in, and we then waited in line for the previous game to wrap up. The 
people we would be up against were a family of four. The family was made up of two 
young boys around 8 - 10 years old, as well as their mother and father. There was also 

a group of couples (16 to around their Early 20’s). The family and the group of friends 
would become the green team, while we would become the blue team. We were then 

explained the rules by the instructor; No Running because there might be children. No 
Jumping. No Climbing because the structures are not as stable as they may look. Last 
but not least, we had to hold our laser guns with both hands at all times. 
 

The laser-tag backstory was   
interesting. In 2050, Australia's 

states (and  I think cities too) 
were at war, and we had to   
defend our teams. The man 

(the leader) gave us "newbies" 
a run-down on the backstory, 

what we had to do, how to do 
it, and what the rules were. We 
had to put our things -      

backpacks, coats, scarves, and 
any loose items into a cubby. 
 

We had so much fun that we 
were laughing, sweating, and 
on an adrenaline rush. By the 

time the game finished, we had 
had so much fun that we didn't want to leave. LUCKILY, Zak booked ANOTHER game 

afterwards, so we didn't have to say goodbye to the arena. By the end of the first 
game, we had discovered a lot of hiding places, as well as lots of wonderful places to 
shoot our opponents.  
 

Once we finished both games, we headed back to Church for some dinner. Once we   
finished dinner we had some birthday cake that Olwyn had bought for Zak's birthday. 

We sang Happy Birthday, ate the cake - It was a Cookies 'n' Cream Ice Cream, Oreo 
and Malteser cake - cleaned up, waited for the parents to pick the younger of the youth 
group up, said farewell, and parted ways. 
 

Thank you, Zak, for letting us have this incredibly fun opportunity. I hope that we will 
be able to do laser-tag again in the near future.     

             By Carina Chainey  

Youth group news 



 

In the 1970s, a Welsh seaside village found itself at the heart of one of the biggest UFO 
media "flaps" of all time. 

Broad Haven, on the corner of St Bride's Bay in Pembrokeshire, was the scene of     
several unexplained sightings of cigar-shaped flying       

machines. The most widely-reported incident      
involved 14 children from Broad Haven Primary 
School, who noticed a space ship parked in a field 

near their playground. They even sketched the    
object, as shown in the picture. 
It was dubbed the Broad Church Triangle, the 

Welsh Triangle, and the Dyfed Triangle by various 
members of the press, with the Sun running the 

headline "Spaceman Mystery of the Terror          
Triangle." One witness claimed to see two 
"humanoids" inside the strange craft. The mystery has never been convulsively solved, 

although theories include local pranksters, that the aliens were local oil workers dressed 
in protective suits, and that the grounded space ship could have been a sewage tank. 
 

The Vision Farm in Capel-y-Ffin, Powys is named after claims that "visions" of the Virgin 
Mary had been experienced nearby. 

In 1869, Father Ignatius of Jesus bought the ruins 
of Llanthony Priory in order to establish a monas-
tery. Having built Llanthony Tertia, he witnessed a 

vision at the religious community, and he was not 
alone. The mother of Jesus was also seen by 
monks and young farmers in the surrounding area. 

The nearby church, which sits in both the Black 
Mountains and the Brecon Beacons National Park,    

was renamed soon after. 
 

There is said to be a curse hanging over the steelworks in Port Talbot . 

And real or not, the workers at Tata Steel certainly aren’t taking any chances. 
An 800-year-old wall stands on the grounds in Margam , and, if the legend is to be     

believed, if it were ever to fall down, then the entire town would fall with it. The story 
dates back to the 16th Century when 
an aggrieved Cistercian monk is said to 

have placed a hex on the remains. 
The 20ft long brick structure near the 
hot rolling mill was fortified in the 

1970s with buttresses to ensure that it 
stayed upright, and a few potentially 

catastrophic near-misses from vehicles 
hurtling towards it led to a barrier     
being assembled for further protection. 

 

MYSTERIOUS WALES 

Source:  WalesOnline 

https://www.walesonline.co.uk/all-about/pembrokeshire
https://www.walesonline.co.uk/all-about/powys
https://www.walesonline.co.uk/all-about/brecon-beacons
https://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/local-news/crumbling-cursed-wall-protected-global-14231294
https://www.walesonline.co.uk/all-about/margam


YoU’VE Got to LAUGH 

 Autocorrect has become my worst 
enema. 

 I saw a driver texting and driving. It 
made me so mad I threw my beer 

at him. 

 Drinking too much espresso can 
cause a latte problems. 

 Q: What do you call sad coffee?      
A: Depresso  

   A man visits his doctor for a check
 up. “Doc, I think something’s 

 wrong with my brain,” he says. 
 “Every time I take a sip of coffee I 
 get this stabbing pain in my  right 

 eye.”                                     
 “I see,” says the doctor. “Have you 
 tried taking the spoon out?” 

 A sign at a music shop: “Gone 

Chopin. Bach in a minuet.” 

 Q: How are trumpets like pirates?    

A: They both murder in the high C’s 

 Q: Why didn’t Handel go shopping?   

A: Because he was Baroque. 

Last year, I replaced all the windows in 
my house with those expensive double 

pane energy efficient kind. But this 
week, I got a call from the contractor 

complaining that his work had been 
completed a whole year and I had yet 
to pay for them. 

Boy, oh boy, did we go around! I may 
not have had a great education but that  

doesn't mean I am automatically stupid. 
So, I proceeded to tell him just what his 
fast-talking sales guy had told me last 

year. He said that in one year, the        
windows would pay for themselves. 

There was silence on the other end of 
the line, so I just hung up, and he     
hasn't called back. Guess he was       

embarrassed. 

‘FRAMED’ 
 

This poem appeared in the June, 1961 
edition of Billy’s Weekly Liar : 

This is the story of Sonia Snell, 

to whom an accident befell. 

It happened as it does to many 

That Sonia went to spend a penny. 

And entered in, with modest grace 

The properly appointed place, 

Provided at the railway station. 

And there she sat in meditation 

Unfortunately unacquainted that 

The woodwork had been newly painted 

Which made poor Sonia realise 

Her inability to rise 

and though she struggled pulled and yelled 

she found that she was firmly held. 

Her cries for help soon quickly brought 

A crowd of every kind and sort 

who stood around and feebly sniggered 

But all they said was " I'll be jiggered 

The station master and his staff 

were most polite and did not laugh. 

They tugged at Sonia's hands and feet 

But could not shift her off the seat. 

A carpenter arrived at last 

and finding Sonia still stuck fast 

Remarked, " I know what to do" 

and neatly sawed the seat in two. 

An ambulance then came down the street 

and bore her off complete with seat. 

To Take that wooden bustled girl 

of quickly to the hospital 

Where taking her by feet and head 

they laid her face down on the bed. 

The doctors all then gathered round 

A surgeon looked said " I'll be bound 

Have any of you I implore 

Seen anything like this before. 

"Yes" said a student unashamed 

"Frequently, but never framed.” 
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AUGUST 

BREEZE 

COLD 

COOL 

COATS 

CHILLY 

FLOOD 
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GLOVES 
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NARCOS 
RESETS 
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TURNTABLE 
 

12 LETTER 
WORDS 
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13 LETTER 
WORDS 
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CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION 

Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes     0405 146 544 
Rev. Jim Barr                     0425 462 277 

Presence Ministry 
    - Mr. Peter Whitefield      0402 030 360 

Ministry team 

Board of elders 

Church Secretary 
Mrs. Christine Boomsma      9758 6997 
 

Treasurer 
Mr. Wayne Gardiner            9558 2149 
 

Assistant Treasurer 
Mr. Darren Gardiner  041 297 0509 

 

Elders:  

  
 

Mr. John Doré               

9457 2567 
 

Mrs. Bronwen Holding          

9762 3830 
 

Mr. David Rees              

9416 1484 

CHURCH office 

Administrative Assistant 
 

Mr. Fred Boomsma        9329 5139 

Church caretaker / hall hire 
 

Ms. Lyn Rowlands  9329 6961 
 

Church Organist 
 

Ms. Wendy Couch  9813 2675 

  

Interns 
 

Mr. Zak Hanyn   0433 717 590     

Ms. Siobhan McKenzie 0477 990 089 

 

Social media 

 

Website:       
melbournewelshchurch.com.au 
 

 

Twitter:        

http:/twitter.com/
melbwelshchurch\ 
 
 

‘Melbourne Welsh Church’ on 
Facebook search bar.  

 
Blog: 

On website 

Email: 
melbwelshchurch@ 

bigpond.com 

DIVINE WORSHIP 

11:00am  
 

WELSH SERVICES 

Second and last Sunday of each 

month at 2:30pm. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 

First Sunday of each month and as 

advertised. 
 

JUNIOR CHURCH 

Every Sunday during the morning  

Service. 
 

GYMANFA GANU 

March and August 

 

FELLOWSHIP GROUP 

Second and fourth Wednesday          
of the month at 10:30am. 

 

  

The Welsh Church office hours are: 
 

8:45am to 2:45pm  
 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 

Deacons: 

 

Mr. Geraint 
Griffiths 
9877 7282 
 

Mr. Michael 
Min Fa 

0411 027 478 


