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CHURCH SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES 

Prayer list 

SUNDAY 

SERVICES 

Please remember the      
following in your prayers: 

 

Beverly Hugo 

Glyn Thomas 

Nola Harris 

Beryl Burrup 

Lyn Platt 

Robert  Berry  

Remember all the sick, 

sad, scared, hungry and 
lonely in our community 

and beyond. 

FEBRUARY 4 

 

11:00am  English  Rev. Jim Barr   
      Communion 
      Junior Church 
 

 

FEBRUARY 11       
    

10:50am  English  Rev. Jim Barr 
      Junior Church 
 

2:30pm  Welsh  Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes 
 

FEBRUARY 18 

 

11:00am  English  Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes 

      Junior Church 
     

FEBRUARY 25 

 
 

11:00am  English  Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes 
      Junior Church 
 

2:30pm  Welsh  Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes 

 

    
 
 

  

With sales and specials bound to occur over the coming 
months, please be on the look out for cheap items suitable for 

our 2018 Operation Christmas Child endeavour. 
A reminder that all items must easily fit into normal sized A4  

shoe boxes.  
Needed goodies include: 

 

Toys - cars, dolls, yoyos, soft toys, small games, skipping 

ropes etc. 
 

Clothing - boys and girls tops, shorts, underwear -  sizes 2- 14 
 

Personal hygiene products -  soaps, combs, brushes, tooth brushes, face washers 
  

Stationery - exercise books,  coloured pencils, erasers, sharpeners, rulers etc. 
 

Empty shoeboxes are always most appreciated. 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

http://empart.info/prayer/2013/04/26/may-june-2013-prayer-guide/


MORNING TEA 

CHURCH SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES 

  Best wishes and congratulations to : 

FEBRUARY birthdays 

FEBRUARY anniversaries 

Morning tea is offered each Sunday     
following the 11:00am service. 

Assistance is always sought to prepare, 
serve and clean up. 

5th  Bev. Hugo 

7th  Geraint Griffiths 

8th  Richard Lam 

11th  Muriel Macklin 

  Joshua Rees 

12th  William Belbin-

   Canham 

  Val Delaney 

13th  Gail Rees 

14th  Olwyn Doré 

  Felicity Porter 

 

15th  Eamon Gardiner 

18th  Daniel Griffiths 

21st  Nicholas Arena 

  Christine Williams 

23rd  Brenton Blakis 

24th  Siôn Boomsma 

  John Lewis 

26th  Dorothy Thomson 

  Beryl Burrup 

Congratulations to all couples celebrating 
their wedding anniversary in February, 

including:    Jane and Jim Barr on the 6th. 

 

Congratulations ! 
 

All at the Welsh Church 
congratulate Sue and 

Huw Williams on the safe 
arrival of their grandson - 
Henry, born on October 

24th - a brother  
for Maisie. 
We wish the  

family every  
happiness. 

THE CHURCH SIGN RECENTLY 



Happy New Year to you all.  
 

Last week someone showed me this poem and I thought that, at the 
start of 2018, it was a wonderful way to remind ourselves of who we 
are and why we believe in God and this piece is a good way to do 

that.  
 

The poem was written by Carol Wimmer in 1988 and was first publish in 1992. I hope you 
find it as thought-provoking and enjoyable as I did.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

As we journey into 2018 it is good to remembered that each one of us is loved. There is 
nothing we need to do, we are loved by God. What a great thing to know.  
 

God bless you.   Yours, Siôn.  

 

 

sion’s MEssAGE 

When I say, “I am a Christian”                
I’m not shouting, “I’ve been saved!” 

I’m whispering, “I get lost sometimes 
That’s why I chose this way” 
 

When I say, “I am a Christian” 
I don’t speak with human pride 
I’m confessing that I stumble – 

needing God to be my guide 
 

When I say, “I am a Christian” 

I’m not trying to be strong 
I’m professing that I’m weak 
and pray for strength to carry on                        
 

When I say, “I am a Christian” 
I’m not bragging of success 
I’m admitting that I’ve failed 

and cannot ever pay the debt 
 

When I say, “I am a Christian” 

I don’t think I know it all 
I submit to my confusion 
asking humbly to be taught 
 

When I say, “I am a Christian” 
I’m not claiming to be perfect 

My flaws are far too visible 
but God believes I’m worth it     
 

When I say, “I am a Christian” 

I still feel the sting of pain 
I have my share of heartache 

which is why I seek God’s name 
 

When I say, “I am a Christian” 
I do not wish to judge 

I have no authority 
I only know I’m loved 



 

 

I am not a great user of social media. I am on Facebook and LinkedIn  
but I must confess that I  pretty much ignore them. I have a Twitter  

account but I haven’t even got the Twitter app on my phone. Over the  
last five years I think I’ve tweeted twice. When I last looked I had five  
(5) disappointed Twitter ‘followers’. 

I have felt a little guilty about this - as if I am a failure at modern  
life. That is why I was moved to read an article in The Guardian  
entitled Take it from the insiders: Silicon Valley is eating your soul by John Harris ( you 

can read it at https://tinyurl.com/y9sxtu43)  In this article a comment by the former Facebook 
executive Chamath Palihapitiya made during a public interview at Stanford University took my 

breath away. “The short-term, dopamine-driven feedback loops that we have created are      
destroying how society works,” he said. “No civil discourse, no cooperation, misinformation, 
mistruth … So we are in a really bad state of affairs right now, in my opinion.”  
 

Suddenly I didn’t feel quite so guilty! I have since found a spate of other articles highlighting 
the dangers and corrupting influences of social media and the way they lock us into a rapidly 
interacting and highly impactful world of communication and what that might be doing to our 

brains - especially the brains of children.  
The Boyer Lectures of 2017 were by Professor Genevieve Bell and were titled Fast, Smart and 
Connected: What is it to be Human, and Australian, in a Digital World?  They are well 

worth listening to and give great background to how rapidly technology is changing and what 
the impact of that on our society is going to be. One illustration Professor Bell gave was that if 

we were to build a modern smart-phone  using the computer technology of the computer in use 
at Sydney University in the 1960’s (which would be theoretically possible) the resulting machine 
would cover a large part of the total land area of the state of NSW and consume most of the 

electricity generated in NSW!! Now many of us carry that computing power in our pockets or 
our purses! Professor Bell pointed to the emerging need for a new ethical framework to enable 
us to understand, evaluate and live authentically in the fast, smart and connected world. 
 

Last year Melbourne City Churches in Action (the body linking the CBD churches) sponsored a  
series of Bible Studies at the Melbourne Welsh Church under the banner The Future of Truth 
in a Post-truth world. It was a great series and pointed to the way the philosophical       

foundations and social construction of ‘truth’ are rapidly changing away from views of truth 
grounded in congruence (does our thinking align with what is really there?) and coherence 

(is our thinking consistent and logical as a system?) to truth as testimony (what can we say 
that we know to be true?) This latter view can either be grounded in the twitter-sphere of     
untested assertions and the information dished out by the hidden algorithms at the heart of 

Google, or it can arise from a  community of discourse like the church of Jesus Christ. We see 
precisely this view of knowledge and truth reflected in passages such as 1 John 4.1-6 which 
warns about ‘the world' and how we must be wary of what ‘the world’ says and culminates in 

the statement “We are from God. Whoever knows God listens to us, and whoever is not from 
God does not listen to us. From this we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error.” 
 

There is hardly a field of human discourse that is not being transformed - and some would say 
corrupted - by these technological dynamics. Politics, entertainment, news, education - all are 
being impacted by the new world of social media and what it does to thinking and to truth. As 

those entrusted with the gospel of truth, and called to care for people in name and spirit of   
Jesus Christ, the church has in its treasure house of theological thinking and doctrine resources 
for the new ethical frameworks for the 21st century world. May we have the presence of mind 

and the spiritual commitment to begin to shape and share it with a world that desperately 
needs it!         Grace and peace, Jim 

 

jiM’s MEssAGE 

https://tinyurl.com/y9sxtu43


 

PEtEr’s MEssAGE 

Where was God on Christmas Day? 
God was at Malmsbury Youth Prison. 

God was there handing out gifts to young men who for what  
ever reasons have had most of their liberties and freedoms    

removed. God was there with those who did not get visits from 
family. God was there with those who are isolated from their communities. God was 
there in the carols and stories of Jesus’ birth. God was there in the conversations, in 

the handshakes, the hugs and the prayer uttered by one of the young Muslim men.  
Emmanuel God with us, in the difficult and lonely place, offering HOPE. 
And I was there to see God at work, and was   fortunate enough to have a small part 

in it. God has left the building, God is out about.  
Where will you and I ‘find’ God this year? 

  

PEtEr’s MEssAGE 

 

 

 

     VALE 

ROBERT ALWYN BERRY 

28.06.1928 -  20.01.2018 
 

Robert began his spiritual journey at the Welsh Church in 1936 
when Nancy Gross brought him along to Sunday School.  It was 
here that wonderful people such as Rev. Caradoc & Mrs. 

Hughes were a great influence on his spiritual life. He became 
adopted by the Welsh. Whatever was going on at the Church 
Robert was involved in: Sunday School,  Badminton Team,   

Drama Group, Social Club and choir.  As a Sunday School teacher he encouraged   
debate and community involvement such as long long walks to raise money for     

various charities including Hospital Sunday,  Life Education, Trash and Treasure 
stalls, Lamington Drives and even lined up all the young people at the Blood Bank to 
become Blood Donors. 
 

Robert was inducted as an Elder along side his good friends Robert Gardiner and 
Evan Hughes in 1960, was Church Treasurer for 44 years, Moderator of the         

Connexion four times, Gymanfa Secretary for 25 years and  a Trustee.   
 

His favourite Bible passage was Matthew 22 v 34 - 40 and he truly believed if we all 

lived this, most of the world problems would disappear.  
 

Robert would want us to celebrate his life and remember him just as a good man 

and a faithful servant. 
 

THANK YOU 
 

Bronwen, Lloyd and families would like to thank everyone for their prayers, love, 
comfort and support.  To those who worked so hard preparing and serving lunch at 
the conclusion of the funeral service held on January 24th a simple thank you seems 

inadequate.  Dad always enjoyed a good feed and you didn't let him down. 

 



 

 

There were lots of Christmas related events 

Siôn met up 
for lunch with 

our Geelong 
friends 

A group from our congregation sang 
carols at Strathalan Aged Care 

The Cambrian 
Society     

members       
enjoyed a 

Christmas 
lunch together. 

Beers and Carols was held at  the 
Church of BangBangBoogaloo. 

Rev. Jim officiated at the Blessing of 
the Nativity Wall in Federation Square 

Church staff enjoyed a meal together. 

Oscar, church caretaker Lyn’s cat, made   
himself comfortable in the Nativity stable. 



 NEWS  FROM THE PEWS    

 

Blwyddyn Newydd Dda I Chwi Oll.  Happy New Year To You All !!. 
 

I'll commence this epistle in a light hearted note with a quip 
gleaned from that great TV Show , Yorkshire Vet., aired on         
Saturday, January 6. 

What do you call a sleeping bull?  - Why, a Bull Dozer, of course! 
 

But before that - as the December issue of  this much revered publication was being 

'put to bed',  a segment on TV's ' Escape to the Country', caught my eye.  It showed 
a craftsman at Llandysil, De Cymru, in the process of creating both a Concert and also 

a Folk Harp. The segment concluded with the harpist playing, 'Ar Hyd Y Nos'. (All 
Through The Night.') Wondered if 'our' renowned harpist Huw Jones was watching. 
The segment brought back memories for the undersigned whose late aunt was a 

prominent harpist across mid-Wales many years ago. 
 

Once again I have purged the visitors’ book and welcomed many to our historic stand 

out Church. Unfortunately the writing of some visitors is indecipherable but here are 
the details of others: 
 

Craig Bouling , Polo, Illinois, USA ; Mary Richardson, Keri Keri, New Zealand; Michael 
Jones, Cardiff, Wales; Shirley Barker, Johannesburg, South Africa; Karen Nunez, Peru; 
The latter is in The Worlds Most Liveable City, studying English at the Australian      

Pacific College. Gwynneth Jones, Wrexham, Gogledd Cymru was in for the Christmas 
Eve morning Service. She's sharing her time between a niece in Hawthorn and an    

ailing sister in Rowville. Anne Treagno of New Jersey, USA, was also in. Ken. Kamm 
from Malaysia was back with his wife. Eun Jin Cho, Principal of the Seoul Myunnam 
Elementary School, Korea, was with us with his wife on Sunday, January 7, as were 

Janick and her husband Michel Laguitton of Bretagne (Brittany), France. The couple 
had spent time at Cape Patterson while in town to attend a wedding and were due to 
fly home that afternoon.. 
 

Also visiting have been Gwenfair Griffiths and Teilo Gruffydd, Sydney, NSW, via   
Caerdydd, (Cardiff) ,Wales; Tuaynan Liang, Adelaide, South Australia; Pauline Foley, 

Redland Bay, Queensland; Michael and Jose DiViare Fernandez, Mandurah, Western 
Australia. Also in on a return visit from her Coburg home was Mary Ann Pontlais.    

Valerie Moore of Golden Grove, South Australia, - mother of church regular Donna 
Jones was also in. 
 

Our Church Singing Group - Grwp Canu, endured a busy spell before the Festive    
Season under the leadership of Geraldine Affley. They sang at three aged care       
facilities. On December 4  the venue was Bupa in North Road, Caulfield, where our 

own Tony Williams officiated at the regular Communion Service. This was an        
emotional experience for Church Evergreen Diana Gardiner, whose late husband   
Robert, long time Welsh Church stalwart and Elder had been resident for a number of 

years, during which time she made friends with many residents and staff.  
 

Two days later the group returned to the Strathallan Baptist Aged Care facility in    

Macleod to entertain. Group member Dilys Greenacre has been a diligent and            
enthusiastic volunteer at this facility for more years than she cares to remember. 

 



Members and friends of the Cambrian Society 
of Victoria would like to thank Lynne Davies for 

her work as secretary of the Society over            
several years, and, in particular, for her         

enthusiasm and commitment to our Society’s membership of the British Commonwealth 
Societies. Lynne and her partner Gavin are moving to sunny Queensland and we wish 
them every happiness as they head into this new adventure together. 
 

Our Christmas breakup was a festive affair and all enjoyed the delicious lunch provided. 
We thank both Diana Gardiner and Beverly Hugo for their wonderful travelogue of their 

trip to Canada last year. Even a few technical difficulties couldn’t distract from the    
glorious scenery of Vancouver, the Rockies and Alaska. What an amazing time they 
had. It made several present think about heading to their travel agent. 
 

The Cambrian members and friends look forward to a busy time surrounding the        
upcoming 2018 St. David’s Day celebrations, with the wonderful Gymanfa Ganu on 

March 4 the major highlight.  
 

On annual picnic trip down to the Portarlington holiday home of the Greenacres will 

be on Tuesday, February 27 this year. This is always a wonderful day of fellowship 
and fun, with several of our Geelong friends joining us, as will several of the Welsh 

guests here for the Gymanfa Ganu ( Ilid, Dewi, Rhys, Aled and Steffan ). A mini bus 
has been arranged for those who wish to travel without stress at a moderate cost. 
Seats are limited so please contact Christine on 9758 6997 to book your seat.   
 

On March 1st, the Cambrian Society is combining with the Welsh Church to celebrate 
St. David’s Day: 

There will be an 11:00am Flag-Raising service at the Welsh Church which will then 
be followed by a lunch supplied by the combined ‘forces’ of the Cambrian and the 
Church.  

It is envisaged that an informal program of music and song, featuring our special 
Welsh guests, will conclude the day’s celebration. 
 

What a wonderful time ahead our community has to look forward to.  

 

Please join us for any, or all, of the planned events.  

  

Cambrian news 

And finally on Wednesday, December 13  the Group sang at a very big Christmas     
Celebration at the Coogee Aged Care facility in Boronia. Two long time faithful stalwarts 

of the MWC, Eluned Platt and Robert Berry, are residents of this facility and it was   
wonderful to be re-united with them again. 
 

Finally, Christine and Fred. Boomsma , Church Secretary and Office Administrator       
respectively, have been down at Cowes, relaxing in their caravan - beachside. The     

undersigned and 'she who must be obeyed',  have returned from their seventh cruise, 
this time a short six days to Adelaide, Port Lincoln and Kangaroo Island. 

~ Your Intrepid Reporter,    
 Medi Jones-Roberts 



The 2017 nativity service  -   

‘AnGEls And suPErhEroEs’ 



The church Christmas party  -  dec. 10 



MELBOURNE WELSH CHURCH 
 

2018 ST. DAVID’S DAY  

GYMANFA GANU 
 

MARCH 4 -  3:00PM 
 

ST MICHAEL’S UNITING CHURCH 
 

Cnr. Collins and Russell Streets, Melbourne 
 

  FEATURING SPECIAL GUESTS FROM WALES: 
 

   ILID ANN JONES -   guest conductor  
  

 STEFFAN PRYS ROBERTS -   2017 National         

Eisteddfod of Wales Blue Riband winner  
 

RHYS MEIRION and ALED WYN DAVIES 

   2 members of the renowned ‘3 Welsh Tenors’ 

 

 And the combined voices of 5 local choirs 

Don’t miss this wonderful afternoon  



 
2018 st. dAVid’s dAY CElEBrAtions 

Our guest conductor Ilid Jones, from 
Bangor, and her husband Dewi, arrive in 

Melbourne on February 17 and leave on 
March 6. 

They will be staying at Flinders Landing         
Apartments in Flinders 
Lane. 

This will be Ilid’s 3rd     
visit to Melbourne as    
our guest. 

Ilid and Dewi’s daughter, Sian and 2 
friends, will join them for a week.   

Tenor Rhys Meirion      
(above) returns for 

his 2nd visit as our 
guest. 

He is joined this 
time by Aled Wyn Davies, another member 
of the renowned 3 Welsh Tenors. They   

arrive on February 25 and leave on March 
5th. They will also be staying at Flinders 
Landing. 

 

Last year’s winner of 
the blue riband at the 

National Eisteddfod of 
Wales, tenor Steffan 

Prys Roberts from 
Llanuwchllyn (Bala) 
North Wales, will also 

be the guest of the 
church.        

Whilst the primary reason for the visit from all our guests is to participate in our  

  

                              2018 St David’s Day Gymanfa Ganu  
 

on March 4 at 3:00pm at St. Michael’s on Collins St., the group will also be involved in 
a number of other planned activities and events whilst in Melbourne: 

 

 Cambrian picnic at Portarlington on Tuesday, February 27th. 

 A visit and a few songs at the Boronia Residential Aged Care ( Coogee ) on the 
28th 

 Also on the 28th is Dinner and ‘Singing at the Pub’ which is part of the Australian 
Welsh Male Choir rehearsal program at the Royal Hotel in Mornington - contact 

Christine on 97586997 for details 

 March 1 St. David’s Day flag raising service at the Welsh Church followed by a 
lunch and a time of music and song. 

 Ilid, Rhys and Aled are also involved in 
the Victorian Welsh Male Choir concert on 
March 2 at the Melbourne Recital Centre  

 The group of visitors will be offered a   

variety of outings, hosted by members 
and friends of the Welsh Church. 

 

Mornington beach boxes 



THE JUNIOR CHURCH CHRISTMAS BREAKUP  
 

The Richmond Salvation Army Corps 

& the Melbourne Welsh Church had a 
joint entertaining   activity with 
swimming and fish & chips. We went 

to a place called the Melbourne City 
Baths and had lots of fun playing 
there. We all had so much fun and 

we certainly showed great team-
work, friendship, and kindness. The 

event was totally worth it as it gave 
us a break from all the year’s hard 
work at school. We played lots of   

enjoyable and fun pool games - the day was awesome.  
At the beginning, some kids were slow to start swimming and playing in the water 

while others were just like they were born with the talent. We played many activities 
and it was all very entertaining and it made everyone have a big smile on their face. 
Some people just chilled out in the water while others had sword fights (with pool  

noodles) and did lots of belly-flops. At the end when it’s 
almost time to leave, everyone did not want to go. It 
took a while to wait for everyone to finish changing,  

our tummies were suddenly grumbling and we wanted 
food now.  

We then came back to the Welsh Church where we all 
got to order what we wanted for dinner. There was the 
flat crunchy crust potato cake, mushy marvellous chips, 

and fish either grilled or battered. 
After dinner our parents came to get us, and the night 
was sadly over. Thanks to Zak and the Melbourne 

Welsh Church for making the event happen, and giving 
us a wonderful Christmas treat. We are looking forward 

to the next combined social event between our two 
churches.           
                                                          ~ Maggie (13) 

 

(Found in a Jewish hiding place  
      during the holocaust) 

 
I believe, 

I believe in the sun 
even when it is not shining. 
I believe in love 

even when I cannot feel it. 
I believe in God 
even when God is silent. 

 
~  Anonymous 

“I think if I've learned anything about friendship, 
it's to hang in, stay connected, fight for them, and 

let them fight for you. Don't walk away, don't be 
distracted, don't be too busy or tired, don't take 

them for granted. Friends are part of the glue that 
holds life and faith together. Powerful 
stuff.”    ~    Jon Katz  

 
“You must not lose faith in humanity. Humanity is 
like an ocean; if a few drops of the ocean are 

dirty, the ocean does not become dirty.”  
~  Mahatma Gandhi  

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/36719.Jon_Katz
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/5810891.Mahatma_Gandhi


8 year-old's explanation of god 

One of God's main jobs is making people. He makes them to replace the ones that die, 
so there will be enough people to take care of things on earth. 

He doesn't make grownups, just babies. I think because they are smaller and easier to 
make. That way he doesn't have to take up his valuable time teaching them to talk and 
walk. He can just leave that to mothers and fathers. 

God's second most important job is listening to prayers. An awful lot of this goes on, 
since some people, like preachers and things, pray at times beside bedtime.  God 
doesn't have time to listen to the radio or TV because of this . 

Because he hears everything, there must be a terrible lot of noise in his ears, unless he 
has thought of a way to turn it off. 

God sees everything and hears everything and is everywhere which keeps Him pretty 

busy. So you shouldn't go wasting his time by going over your mom and dad's head 
asking for something they said you couldn't have. 

Atheists are people who don't believe in God. I don't think there are any in Chula Vista. 
At least there aren't any who come to our church. 

Jesus is God's Son. He used to do all the hard work like walking on water and           
performing miracles and trying to teach the people who didn't want to learn about God. 
They finally got tired of him preaching to them and they crucified him. But he was good 

and kind, like his father, and he told his father that they didn't know what they were 
doing and to forgive them and God said O.K. 

His dad (God) appreciated everything that he had done and all his hard work on earth 

so he told him he didn't have to go out on the road anymore. He could stay in heaven. 
So he did. And now he helps his dad out by listening to prayers and seeing things which 

are important for God to take care of and which ones he can take care of himself     
without having to bother God. Like a secretary, only more important. 

You can pray anytime you want and they are sure to help you because they got it 

worked out so one of them is on duty all the time. 

You should always go to church on Sunday because it makes God happy, and if there's 
anybody you want to make happy, it's God. 

Don't skip church or do something you think will be more fun like going to the beach. 

This is wrong. And besides the sun doesn't come out at the beach until noon anyway. 

If you don't believe in God, besides being an atheist, you will be very lonely, because 
your parents can't go everywhere with you, like to camp, but God can. 

It is good to know He's around you when you're scared, in the dark or when you can't 
swim and you get thrown into real deep water by big kids. 

But... you shouldn't just always think of what God can do for you. I figure God put me 

here and he can take me back anytime he pleases. And this is what I know about God. 

Written by  Danny Dutton, an 8 year old from Chula Vista, CA, for his third 
grade homework assignment. The assignment was to explain God.   



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



AND THEN IT WAS WINTER 
 

You know. . . time has a way of moving quickly and catching you unaware of the 
passing years. It seems just yesterday that I was young, just married and embarking 

on my new life with my mate. Yet in a way, it seems like eons ago, and I wonder 
where all the years went. I know that I lived them all. I have glimpses of how it was 
back then and of all my hopes and dreams. 
 

But, here it is... the winter of my life and it catches me by surprise...How did I get 
here so fast? Where did the years go and where did my youth go? I remember well 

seeing older people through the years and thinking that those older people were 
years away from me and that winter was so far off that I could not fathom it or    

imagine fully what it would be like. 
 

But, here it is...my friends are retired and getting grey...they move slower and I see 
an older person now. Some are in better and some worse shape than me...but, I see 

the great change...Not like the ones that I remember who were young and vi-
brant...but, like me, their age is beginning to show and we are now those older folks 

that we used to see and never thought we'd be. Each day now, I find that just      
getting a shower is a real target for the day! And taking a nap is not a treat          
anymore... it's mandatory! Cause if I don't on my own free will... I just fall asleep 

where I sit! 
 

And so...now I enter into this new season of my life unprepared for all the aches and 

pains and the loss of strength and ability to go and do things that I wish I had done 
but never did!! But, at least I know, that though the winter has come, and I'm not 
sure how long it will last...this I know, that when it's over on this earth...it's over. A 

new adventure will begin! 
 

Yes, I have regrets. There are things I wish I hadn't done...things I should have 

done, but indeed, there are many things I'm happy to have done. It's all in a        
lifetime. 
 

So, if you're not in your winter yet...let me remind you, that it will be here faster 
than you think. So, what ever you would like to accomplish in your life please do it 
quickly! Don't put things off too long!! Life goes by quickly. So, do what you can    

today, as you can never be sure whether this is your winter or not! You have no 
promise that you will see all the seasons of your life...so, live for today and say all 
the things that you want your loved ones to remember...and hope that they         

appreciate and love you for all the things that you have done for them in all the 
years past!! 
 

"Life" is a gift to you. The way you live your life is your gift to those who come after. 
Make it a fantastic one. 

 

* LIVE IT WELL !       * ENJOY TODAY !       * DO SOMETHING FUN ! 
* BE HAPPY !  * HAVE A GREAT DAY ! 
 

Remember: "It is health that is real wealth and not pieces of gold & silver.” 
 

Lastly remember the following: 
 

TODAY IS THE OLDEST YOU'VE EVER BEEN, YET THE YOUNGEST YOU'LL EVER BE 
SO - ENJOY THIS DAY WHILE IT LASTS. 
 
 
 



You’VE Got to lAuGh 

 I'm reading a book about anti-
gravity.  I just can't put it down. 

 

 I did a theatrical performance about 
puns. It was a play on words. 

 

 I didn't like my beard at first. Then it 
grew on me. 

 

 When you get a bladder infection, 
urine trouble. 

 

 Broken pencils are pointless. 
 

 What do you call a dinosaur with an 

extensive vocabulary?   A thesaurus. 
 

 All the toilets in New York's police    

stations have been stolen. The police 
have nothing to go on. 

 

 I got a job at a bakery because I 
kneaded dough. 

 

 Don’t worry about old age; it won't 

last. 

I called an old school friend and 
asked what he was doing. He replied 

that he is working on "Aqua-thermal 
treatment of ceramics, aluminium 

and steel under a restricted and    
constrained environment."  
I was impressed.  But on further    

inquiring, I learned that he was 
washing dishes with hot water under 
his wife's supervision. 

 

A teenage boy had just passed his driving test and inquired of his father as to when 
they could discuss his use of the car. 

His father said he'd make a deal with his son, "You bring your grades up from a C to a 
B average, study your Bible a little and get your hair cut. Then we'll talk about the 
car." 

The boy thought about that for a moment, decided he'd settle for the offer and they 
agreed on it. 
After about six weeks his father said, "Son, you've brought your grades up and I've 

observed that you have been studying your Bible, but I'm disappointed you haven't 
had your hair cut." 

The boy said, "You know, Dad, I've been thinking about that, and I’ve noticed in my 
studies of the Bible that Samson had long hair, John the Baptist had long hair, Moses 
had long hair, and there's even strong evidence that Jesus had long hair." 

Dad's reply: 
"Did you also notice that they all walked everywhere they went?" 

A bus full of ugly people had a head 
on collision with a truck. When they 

died, God granted all of them one 
wish.  

The first person said, "I want to be 
gorgeous." God snapped his fingers 
and it happened. The second person 

said the same thing and God did the 
same thing. This want on and on 
throughout the group. God noticed 

the last man in line was laughing   
hysterically. By the time God got to 

the last ten people, the last man was 
laughing and rolling on the ground. 
When the man's turn came, he 

laughed and said,  
"I wish they were all ugly again."  

A man is talking to God. "God, how long is 
a million years?" God answers, "To me, it's 

about a minute." "God, how much is a mil-
lion dollars?" "To me, it's a penny." "God, 

may I have a penny?" "Wait a minute."  



Australia day wordsearch 

C O L O N I S A T I O N E F I L D L I W 

C I N U F E E R R E I R R A B T A E R G 

E G T S Y D N E Y O P E R A H O U S E X 

R J V I C T O R I A M S I T O I R T A P 

E F D O Z E Q Y H Q U E E N S L A N D X 

M R R E M E M B E R S E N I G I R O B A 

O E V B J I N S E L A W H T U O S W E N 

N E K Q W Z Y S R E V O R T N O C H L O 

Y D S S Y P P A H I S T O R Y Z K S A I 

R O Y Y T I N U Y I A F F I R M V U R T 

A M A P A S T R L K P G R E L A X B U A 

U Z D R E A M U I N A N I U N E T A T S 

N P I C N I C L M E R I E C R B E V L I 

A I L A R T S U A E T P N E A Z A X U L 

J L O O P I Q U F U Y M D B E A C H C A 

V L H X Z M C B M Q I A S R L Q H O I R 

P R I D E E B K V M K C X A D L E M T U 

K R O W E R I F E C E L E B R A T E L T 

Z W A I N A M S A T W R C O A S T X U A 

S K N A H T L A E W N O M M O C W Q M N 

ABORIGINES 

AFFIRM 

AUSTRALIA 

BARBECUE 

BEACH 

BUSH 

CAMPING 

CELEBRATE 

CITIZENSHIP 

COAST 

COLONISATION 

COMMONWEALTH 

CONTROVERSY 

CRICKET 

DOZE 

DREAM 

FAMILY 

FIREWORK 

FREEDOM 

FRIENDS 

FUN 

HAPPY 

HISTORY 

HOLIDAYS 

HOME 

GREAT BARRIER   
      REEF 
JANUARY 

 

LEARN 

MELD 

MULTICULTURAL 

NATURALISATION 

NEW SOUTH WALES 

PARTY 

PAST 

PATRIOTISM 

PICNIC 

PRIDE 

POOL 

QUEEN 

QUEENSLAND 

RELAX 

 

REMEMBER 

STATE 

SUMMER 

SWIM 

SYDNEY OPERA               
     HOUSE 

TASMANIA 

TEACH 

THANKS 

TIME 

ULURU 

UNITY 

VICTORIA 

WILDLIFE 



CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION 

Rev. Siôn Gough Hughes     0405 146 544 
Rev. Jim Barr                     0425 462 277 

Presence Ministry 
    - Mr. Peter Whitefield      0402 030 360 

Ministry team 

Board of elders 

Church Secretary 
Mrs. Christine Boomsma      9758 6997 
 

Treasurer 
Mr. Wayne Gardiner            9558 2149 
 

Assistant Treasurer 
Mr. Darren Gardiner  041 297 0509 

 

Elders:  

  

Mr. Robert Berry  
 

Mr. John Doré               
9457 2567 
 

Mrs. Bronwen Holding          
9762 3830 
 

Mr. David Rees              
9416 1484 

CHURCH office 

Administrative Assistant 
 

Mr. Fred Boomsma        9329 5139 

Church caretaker / hall hire 
 

Ms. Lyn Rowlands  9329 6961 
 

Church Organist 
 

Ms. Wendy Couch  9813 2675 

  

Intern 
 

Mr. Zak Hanyn  0433 717 590      
 

 
 
 

Social media 

 

Website:       
melbournewelshchurch.org 
 

 

Twitter:        

http:/twitter.com/
melbwelshchurch\ 

 
‘Melbourne Welsh Church’ on 

Facebook search bar.  

 
Blog: 

 

Email: 
melbwelshchurch@ 

bigpond.com 

DIVINE WORSHIP 

11:00am  
 

WELSH SERVICES 

Second and last Sunday of each 

month at 2:30pm. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 

First Sunday of each month and as 

advertised. 
 

JUNIOR CHURCH 

Every Sunday during the morning  

Service. 
 

GYMANFA GANU 

March and August 

The Welsh Church office hours are: 
 

8:45am to 2:45pm  
 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 

Deacons: 

 

Mr. Geraint 
Griffiths 
9877 7282 
 

Mr. Michael 
Min Fa 

0411 027 478 

melbournewelshchurch. 
blogspot.com.au 


